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had made any effetual impreffion on |
heart ; yet he imagined, that to propag
fuch an opinion in mr. Staple would c¢
‘duce very much to perfwade him to bre
off his courtfhip, which was a thing v
much defired by mr. Goodman, as he v
certain the continuance of it would be
tended with almoft infurmountable di
culties, and create many vexations 2
difputes, when mr. Francis Thought,
came to towr.

The two old gentlemen went on to
sher, difcourfing on this affair, ’till tl
came to the lodgings of mr. Staple, wh

- they found him fitting in an eafy ch
Jeaning on a table, with papers anc
ftandifh before him ; — they perceived
had been writing, for the pen was.
out of his hand when they entered
room ;: — he threw itdown, however,
foon as he faw them, and rofe to rece
them- with a great deal  of  politen

* though accomparied with an air, wh

in fpite of his endeavours ‘to conceal
difcovered -he laboured under an extr:
dinary dejection of fpirits,

~ « Iam glad,” faid mr. Chatfree, po
ing to the pen, #¢ to fee you are ablk
¢« make ufe of that weapon, as Efe:

¢ your arm bad been too much pré&judi
R 64
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% by another.”” — ¢ I have found fome
<« difficulty, indeed, in doing it,’”” replied
the wounded gentlemanj “ but fome-
< thing, which feemed to me a cafe of
¢¢ neceflity, obliged me to exert my ut-
¢ moft efforts for that purpofe.”

After the firft civilities were over, and
they were all feated, mr. Goodman and
mr. Chatfree began to openthe bufinefs
upon which they ¢ame ; — mr. Goodman
reprefented to him, in the moft pathetic
terms, the -deep concern he had been‘in,
for having ever encouraged his adtireffes
to mifs Betfy, and excufed himfelf for
having done {o, by his ignorance, at that
time, that mr. Trueworth had been pre-
-wioufly recommended by her brother ; —
he then gave him fome hints, that the
civil'tizs mifs Betfy had treated m with,
he :feared, hlw1;.~‘re rather owing to that httle
vanity, which is generally the companion
of youth and beauty, than to that real

regard, which his paffion and petfon 'me-
rited -from-her, -and faid, he heartily with-
ed to fee him withdraw his affe@ions
from an obje, where he could not now
flatter ‘him with the leaft ‘hope of a fuxt.
‘ able return,

L No, no,” cned mr. Cha,tfree, inter-
W him- haftily, ¢ you may take my-
i B2

“ WQ‘&\
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«¢ word, fhe is as much in love, as a girl
¢ of her temper can be, with mr, True-
¢ worth, and I do not doubt but. you
<« will al] fee the effets of it, as_foon as
¢ her brother comes to town.”” — Mr.:
Goodman, on this, took an opportunity:
of telling ‘mr. Staple, that the afcendant
that young gentleman had over his fifter,
and the zeal he exprefled for the intereft
of his friend, would certainly go a great
way. in determining the Y\(:int ; and added,
that if it were true, as his friend fuggeft-
ed, that fhe had really an inclination for -
mr. Trueworth, fhe would then avow it,:
and make a merit of it to, her brother, -
as if dope merely in regard to him. - - -

. Many other arguments were urged by’
thefe two gentlemen, in order to convince. -
mr. Staple of the little probability :there, -
was of .fucceeding . with mifs* Betfy, all-
which he liftened -to attentively, newer
inteyrupting: what ecither of them fiid, *
’till perceiving they had ended all they:’
had to offer on the fubject, he made them

othis reply, - S

.4« Gentlemen,” faid he,‘ ¢ T am infi-

« nitely obliged to you both for this vi-

« fit, and the friendly purpofe of it,
#¢ which, I perceive, was to give me that

¢ advice,
ks HE .



Mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS. §
“advice, which you might reafonably
“ think I wanted. —I haVe heard,- and
“ I believe have not ‘loft one word, at
“ leaft, I am fure no.part of the mean-
“ ing of what you have delivered: — 1
“ own there is'great juftice in every thing
“ you have alkedged, and am pleafed to
“ think the’ arguments: you bring are
“fuch, as, before your coming here, I
“ had myfelf brought againft the folly of
“ my own unhappy paffion for mifs Betfy;
“ but, .gentlemen; it is not that I am
“ capable'of being’ deterred from profe-
* euting it, by -any thing I might have
% t0-appréhénd, either to'her own incli-
“ nations, or her brother's perfwafions,
“ but for other reafons,; which, at prefent,
* perhaps!-'you may be ignorant of, yet
“-are {uch, as to conceal I thould but half
“ bé juft. — Be pleafed, fir,”’ continued
he, ‘addrefling: himfelf to mt. Goodman,

. and giving him a paper, ¢ to read that

% letter, and fee what my refolutions
‘ are, and the motives I have for them.”

" *Mr. Goodman was beginning ‘to look
over the paper, but mr. Staple requefted hé
would read it aloud, as he defired that

" mr, Chatfrec fhould be partaker'of the

contents ; on which: he read, with an

v,

- audibke voice, thefe lines:

Bl
i B3 To
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WH EN I propofed the decifion of
‘ our fate by force of arms, I of-
fered, at the fame tim¢, that theglo

¢ of ferving mifs Betfy fhould be the

victor’s triumph. — This your too great
modefty declined ; — but, fir, though
you fcorned to accept the advantage
your f{uperior fkill acquired, your ge-
nerofity, in fpite of you, has gained.
— I loved mifs Betfy, and would have
maintained my claim againit all who
fhould have dared to difpute her with
me, while juftice, and while honour
permitted me to do fo; but though I -
am unfortunate, I never can be bafe.—
My life, worthlefs as it is, has twice
been in your power, and I fhould be
no lefs hateful to myfelf, than con-
temptible to the world, fhould I offer
to interrupt the peace of him that gave
it. — May you be as fuccefsful in love
as you have been in fight, and the
amiable obje&t be convinced of her own
happinefs in making yours. —1I defift
forever from the vain hopes I once
was flattered with, and the firt Wifh
my foul now harbours, is to be worthy
¢ the
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« the title of your friend, asIam bound
“.to avow myfelf, '

« With the greateft fincerity,
» _ « SR,
- .You; moft obliged,
e And moft humble fervant,

¢ T, StapLE.”

.o Noth;ng,’? faxd mr. Goodman, as

- foon as he had done reading, . ¢ can equal

ss four generofity, in forming this refo-

ution, but the wifdom in perfifting in
¢ ig; and if I find you do fo, thall have’
¢¢_more reafon to congratulate you upon
< jit, than I fhould think I had on the
¢¢ fuccefs of y°ur withes in marrying mifs
u Bcd"‘.” :

.« I fhould laugh now,” cried mr. Chat«
free, < if mr. Trueworth, in a fit of ge-
«¢ nerofity too, fhould alfo take it into
«¢ his head to refign his pretenfions, and
#..choofe to wear the willow, inftead of
ss:the myrtle garland, becaufe you do
s Io” « He has already proved his
‘. roﬁty,” replied mr. Staple with a
hi Which he was unable to reftrain,

‘ %‘hmd haa no need to give the fevere

B 4 GG teﬁl‘
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“ teftimony yau mention, if he is’ {5
¢ happy as you feem to think he is ;"=
¢ but,” .continued he, ¢.it .is not my
¢ bufinefs to examine who yields, or who
« purfues mifs Betfy,—1 am fixed in
«¢ my determination of feeing her no more,
« and as foon as I am recovered from the
<« hurts I have received on her account,
« will go into thecountry, and feek a cure
¢ in abfence for my unavailing paffion.”*

Neither mr. Good;na,n, nor mr. Chat-
free; were fo ‘old ‘as to have forgot how
hard it is for a youthiful heart to give up
its darling withes, and facrifice defiré” to
difcretion. —~ They faid abundance ' of
handfome things, omitted nothing which
they imagined might add'to the fortitude
of his prefent way of thinKing.* He, on
the other hand, to take- from them -all
remains of doubt, concerning the finterity
of his intentions, fealed the letter he had
wrote to mr. Trueworth, “and fept it to
that gentleman, while-they: wereincthe
room. ) S SR P

. M )
PR Pt

’ Mr‘égoodman ‘was: ‘extrémiely’ pleafed -
inthis™¥nind, that an affair, which, for
fome time paft, had given hinr a good
deal of anxiety, was in fo fair a way of
being ended, without further mihief.: —
he took no notice, however, bn: his re-

Do turn




|

Mifs BeTsy THOUGHTLESS. ¢

turn home, at leaft not before mifs Betfy,
of the vifit he had been making, or that
he knew any thing more of mr. Staple,
than what {lie had been told herfelf by
mr. Chatfree. .

In the mean titne, this young lady af-
feCted to appear more grave than ordi-
nary : — I fay, affected to be fo; for as
the 'had been at firft fhocked by mr. Chat-
free’s report, and afterwards teized by his
raxllery, and then reprimanded, on the
{core of her condutt, by mr. Goodman,
the was not dxfplcafed in her heart at the
dangerous ‘proof, - which the two lovers
bad given of their paffion.

- She loft, hewever, great part of the fa-
tisfattion this adventure might have af-
forded her, for want; of a proper perfon
to whom fhe might have talked freely on
it.;7— She had, indeed, many acquaih-
tance, in fome of whom the, doubtlefs,

- might have confided; but fhe, did not

choofe to be herfelf the reporter of this

{tory-to any one, who had not heard of
R.from other handss and mifs Flora, who

" kngw the whole, and..was, her companion .

i+ and bedfellaw, was giown of late fo fil-
i  lemiand _peevifh, as not to be capable of

. giving or receiving any diverfion
ugfes of that nature. -
B “Ie
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It is certain, that there never was a
more aftonifhing alteration in the temper
of any one perfon in fo fhort a time,
than in that of mifs Flora: — her once
gay and {pirituous behaviour, which,
without being a beauty, rendered her ex-
tremely agrecable, was now become all
dull and gloomy. — Inftead of being fond
of a great deal of company, fhé now ra-
ther chofe to avoid than covet the fociety
of any one ; — fhe faid but little, and
when fhe fpoke, it was only to contradict
whatever fhe heard alledged by others ;=
a heavy melancholly, mixed with an ill-
matured frown, perpetually lowered upap
her brow : — in fine, if fhe had been a
little older, fhe might have fat for the
pi¢ture of Envy. — Mifs Betfy, by being
moft with her, felt moft the effeéts of her
bad humour ; but as the thought fhe could

- eafily account for it, the fweetnefs of her
difpofition made her rather pity than re-
- {ent the change.

A youhg linnen-draper, of whom lady
Mellafin fome times bought things, had
taken a great fancy to mifs Flora, and
not doubting but fhe had a fortune in
fome meafure anfwerable to the appearance
fhe made, got a friend to intercede with
Jady Mellafin, for leave to pay hisrefpects
ta
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to ber daughter : — this * being granted,
he made feveral vifits : at the houfe, and
was very well reccived by mifs Flora her-
felf, as well as by thofe who had the dif-
ofal of her, ’till coming on the topic of
ortune, mr. Goodman plainly told him,
that having many relations of his own to
provide for, the moft he could fpare to
mifs -Flora™ was five -hundred pounds. —
The: draper’s paflion was .very much
damped,. on hearing his miftrels’s por-
tion was like to be.fo fmall ; — he told ~
mr. Goodman, that though he was.very

“.

much charmed with the perfon and be- .

haviour of the young lady, and fhould be
proud: of che honour ‘of ap alliance with
fuch a family, yet as he was a young

- man, and but’ lately fet up for himfelf,
he -wanted money to throw info trade,
,aad could naot think of marrying without
more than three times the fum offered ;
= he added, that a young lady of her
birth, and bringing-up, would expett.-to
live as fthe had been accuftomed; which
he could no way promife fhe fhould do,

- without a fortune fufficient to defray the
expence,: . . . '

Mr. Goodman thought the reafons he
we. wers. very juft, and as he was un-
-~ to ftretch his hand any farther
had faid, and was too honeft to
: B 6 pro-

N
N
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*

¥rom1fe more than he intended to. per~
orm, replied with. the fame freedom that
the ather had fpoke, that in truth he did
not think Flora would make:a fit: wife for:
a tradefman ; — that the girl was young
enough, not ugly, and it was his opinion
that fhe fhould wait till a more fuitable

.match fhould  offer. . In. 2 word, mr.

Goodman’s anfwer puta final end: to rthe.
courtthip, and though mifs Florp affected
to difdain the mercenary views,. as.fhe

termed them, of the draper,::and never -

fpoke of him but with thesutmoft con-
tempt, - yet her melanchdlly coming on
foon after he had defifted - his addrefies,
made mifs Betfy think fhe had reafon .to
1mputc it to no other caufe; and there-
fore, in mere compaffion to this imagi-
nary mortification, was fo far from retort-
ing any of thofe little taunts, and malici-
ous inuendo’s, with -which fthe was conti-
nually treated by the other, that fhe toek
all the pains fhe could to alleviate the
vexation fhe faw her in, and footh her
into a better humour. N

The reader will probably think. as mlfs
Betfy did, but the falfity of this conjec-
ture, and the cruel return the*good-nature
of that young lady met with, = will in duc
time and place appear.
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CHAP II.

Contains j'ame pa]'ages, wbu'b perbap:,
may be looked Wn as- pretty extra-

ordmary

K .

‘ ACCORDING to the comnon rule

of honour *among ‘géntlemen; © mr.,
Trueworth had- certainly behzved fo, 'as
not to have dithet ' that; or his good na-
ture; called' in ' queftion ;. but this was

not enough _to ‘fatisfy. lnm — he ‘conld

not-be eafy utidet the' ‘reffedtion, that ‘the

obligations: he had conferred' gave a pam-'

ful gramude* t'o thﬁﬁ'ccéwcr

He was ‘é!eeply aﬂ’e&cd w:fh mr. Stapfe
letter ; —— he- doubted “not but that gen-

' tleman in- fetcing himfelf to ‘refign - his

pretenfions to mifs Betfy, muft fufter the
‘extrémeft agonie§ ; and heartily commxfe-
rating a’ cafe, whmh had fortime fo de-

creedy might have- bccﬂ this own, ‘imme:
dm}y wrote 0 hxm in- the foﬂowmgv

To

- ‘”’

s ¥
sl
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To T. StarLEi, Efq;

w¢¢ Sir, T
I AM afhamed to find the little T
have done fo much over-rated, by
a perfon, who, .I am certain, is capable
of the greateft things3- but fhould be
invalved in moge confufion fill, fhould
any confidetation of me, or.my happi-
nefs, prevail on you to become an ene-
my to your own. —I am- altogether
unacquainted with what kind of fenti-
ments cither of us is regarded by the

fair objet of our mutual withes, —,
‘Ir is bighly probable, her;young. heart

may, as.yet, bequite infenfible of thofe
we have endeavoured to iniEite itwith;

¢ — for my own part, as.I have yet no

reafon to defpair, fo I have had alfo
but little room for hope. — You, - fir,
haye an equal chance, for any-thing 1

and as you faw I refufed to hazard my
pretenfions on the point of the fword, -
neither juftice, nor honour, requires
.you fhould forfeit yours, though an

. accident. gave me the advantage of you
- in the field. —*T'is by mifs. Betfy' her--

felf our fate is to be judged. —’Tis
yet a moot-point whether either will

¢ fucceed in the attempt of pleafing her.

“ We
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« We may, perhaps, contend for an airy
¢ expeltation, while another more fortu-
¢« nate fhall bear away the prize from
« both ; but if one of us is decreed to
¢ be the happy man, on which foever the
¢ Jot fhall fall, he ought not to incur the
¢¢ hatred of the other. ’ :

« I gladly embrace the offer of your
« friendfhip, and whatever is the far-
<« tune of our love, fhould in that, as in
s« all other eyents, endeavour to prove,
s that Iam, :

« With an equal, fincerity,
o s Sir,
s Your very much obliged,
<« And moft humble fervant,
: « C, TrueworTH.”

Nﬁﬁtaple read this letter many times
over, but received not all the fatisfaction,
which the author intended it fhould give

1, although he.acknowleged the gene-
Yofity of his rival, yet he could not cone
H¢ive' there was-a pofiibility for a man in
‘Jove to be eafy under the addrefles of
saother, without knowing himfelf . fecure
¥ - Being prejudiced by them:-t—h—he.
. exg-
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therefore, - concluded that mr. Chatfree
was right in his conjeGture, ‘and that mifs
Betfy only waited for her brother’s coming
to town to declare. in favour of mr:
Trueworth.

'This gentlem.an ‘had a great fhare of
1pirit, and fome pride, and thefe making

him difdain to purfue a fruitlefs aim, and *

fuffcnng himfelf to.be pubhckly over-
come by mr. Truewqrth in love, as he
Had been in fight, very much contributed
to enable him to keep that refolution he
had formed in the prefence of mr. 'Good-
man and mt: Chatfree.

He anfwered mr. Trueworth’s letter,
however, with the utmeft complaifance,,
but without- letting him know any part
of his intentions, in relation to mifs Bet-
fy, fearing leaft any farther conteft on
this affair might draw from that gentle-

man frefh proofs of a gener to
which, already, ke ‘looked- upon elf
as too much obhged .‘

les Betfy lietle fufpe&mg what ]md,
paﬁ'ed between her two lovers, fince their
meetimg in the Green-park, received mir..
Trueworth,. when he came to. vifit her
the fame day, as ufual, with'a great deal.
of. good humour. —She. took not any.nom

“Jp. L tice:

\
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se that fhe had heard of th§ duel, ima-
ining; ‘that he' would himfelf inform her
of it, and he not thinking it would be-
come him to ‘'do fo, as. having had the
advantage of his rival, ’tis probable there '
would have been no mention_made o
it,” if:lady Mellafin had not come into'the
om, and told him, thit the would not
ave broke in upon his converfation with
mifs Betfy, if it had been poffible for her
to have refifted the pleafure of congratu-
lating him," not only on his fafety, but
alfo, onhis cointing: off’ victor in the field
efbattle; = v T fo e nT R

EREE BRI S PREN SRS T

- The ‘modefty of mt: Trueworth would

not fuffer 'him to hear thefe laft words

without ''bluthin;’, but’ fobn. Técovering

himfelfl < Fortune)* madatn,” anfwéred
he, ¢¢ is not always the moft favourible
< to the moft deferving : — her partial
st ‘fmiles will never make. me’ vain, or
« happy, unlefs,” -continued hc;jookﬁiﬁ
tenderly on' mify ‘Beﬂ,}', « the wéuld ad

- ¢o het ihdulgence “here, “and give me
« tBorti'td"hope, my fervices to this lady
«rhight oné day be’ crowned with the
¢« fame fuccefs, as flie this morning gave
84y fword.” = «¢ THe one,” faid mifs
Bétfy, fmiling, '* has nothing to do with
« the'other, and I do not know how to

- /s& tHink a man, who really wifhes nothing

je

S LN “fo

ISy
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« fo much as tQ eable in
¢ eyes of his mlalgcﬁ, av%culd run

* hazard of making the contcm?nblc
¢« gure of a culprit at the bar

¢¢ of judicature.”

. They then fell into fome difcourfe on
duellmg, and mr. Trueworth could not
help joining with the ladies,. in condemn-
ing the folly of that cuftom, which, con-
trary to the known laws of the land, and
oftentimes contrary to . his. own rcafon
tao,. obliges the gentleman either to obey:.
the call of the perfon who challenges him,
to the field, or, by refufing, fubmit him-
felf not only to aﬁ the infults his adver-
fary 'is ‘pleafed to treat him with, but
alfo’ to %e branded with - the infamous !

chara&er of a coward, by all. that know
him.” | ;

Nothmg material enough to be related
happcned in this vifit, except that mifs ‘
Flora, who had been -abroad when mr,
Trueworth came, and returned home a{mall
time before he - went away, talked much
more, in half an hour, than fhe had done
for fome whole days: paft; but it was in
fo odd a manner, fometimes praifing,
fomg¢times blaming his condu&, in regard
to, the tranfattions of that morning, that
hg. could net well determing.in his mind,
. whether
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whether. the was a friend, or an enemy to
hef the fuccefs of his paffion. — Mifs Betfy
B-| herfelf was a little fgrprized, but nothin,
Wi relating to that young lady dwelt muc
¥ upon her mind, as fhe really thought the
had no defign in any thing fhe faid er
did. — The bchaviour of mr. Staple ran
much more in her head ; fhe knew he
‘was pretty much wounded, and thérefore
might fuppofe him unable to wait on her
. in perfon, but having expeéted he would

fend his compliments to her, either by let+
ter or meflage, and finding he did neither
the whole day, it feemed to her’ a thing
too ftrange to be accounted for : ~fhe was;
however, eafed of the fufpence we was
in, on that {core, by receiving from him,
as fhe was at. _brea_.k?_ ithe next morning,
the following epiftle : i

Topifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS.

¢ Madam,
“A Brother’s recommendation, fuperior
<.~ % merit, and your ewn inclination,

« have all united to plead my rival’s .

¢ caufe, and gain the verdick-againft un-
¢ happy ni¥! — I ought more early- to
1% have feen the vanity of attempting to
ik fucceed, where mr. Trueworth was the
s¢. candidg® ; yet hurried by the violence
$¢.qfigny paflion, I ruthed into an actign,
e ¢« which,
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which; by ‘adding to" his” glory, g >
fthewn- my demerits ‘in a° more- CQ
fpicuous light than ever. =
« It would be needlefs. to repeat what
happened yefterday ; -I cannot ‘doubt,
madam, - but you are: well acquaint-
ed-with all the particulars of my follz

-and the juft punifhment it met wit

~— I have only to fay the generofity of
my rival, and my conqueror, has re-
ftored me to my loft reafon, and con-
vmced‘me, that whatever preferencc he
may:be fo happy as to have gaitied in
yout: efteerni, he is indebted for it to the
excellence of your good fenfe, and not
that partial fancy which frcquent} mif-
guides the choi¢e of perfons of your
fex and age. R

¢« Lawould have ‘waited on you in per-
fon to take everlafting leave, but
am not ccn;;w how far I ought to
depcnd on:the ftrength -of my refolu-
tion in"your prefence. — Permit, there-
fore, ‘my pen to do that which my
tongue would " faulter in performing.
— Yes, madam, I muft “forego, re-
nounce forever thofe glorious expetta-
tians with' which fo lately I flattered
my . fond heart ; — henceforth muft

“..chmk on .you as tha fallen father of

¢ man-
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“ mankind did-onthe. tre¢ of life: —
“ the merits of my too acgomplifhed ri=
“ val are the flaming fwords which drive-
“ me from my once hoped-for paradifey
“and while I mourn my unhappy fate,
“ compels me to own it-to be juft —
“ Farewell, O. moft, amiable;of 'your fex !,
. Farewell forever!—1 have troubled,
% yoy too lo: -and have no excufe to,
“ make, but that it s the laft you will
“ receive from me. — May the bleft guar-.
“ dians of the fair and good be your
“ copftant direétors, and thield you trom
- all ills. — Be affured that till I ccafe

“ 10 exift, 1 i}xall not ceafe to be,

% Wxth the ﬁnccreﬁ gOOd wﬁhés,

¢ MADAM, S
% Your- moft faithful,
“Though unfortunatc, humble fervant,

A T. STAPLE.

0 --" . -

Mifs Betfy was afbonifhed fo that. de-
K"‘% on reading fo unexpe&ed a declara-.
: gon, that Ihe could fearce beligve the was,

¢, for fome moments and thought ‘it
J* am, ﬂ\e brok’e oﬁ' and made,
fev aufes in the reading, crying out,
F %p . & s Good

\

"3
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« Good God !~ Is:it poffible ? —= What
& does the - man mean? — How came
« fuch fruff into his head ?'— FHe is mad,
« fure !” - - - Pt L
- Mr. Goodman, who had fome notion
of what had put -her into this -ferment,
and was willing to ‘be more confirmed,
afked her, in a pleafant way, what had
occafioned it? — ¢ Indeed, fir,”” replied
mifs Betfy, endeavouring to compofe her-
felf, < 1 have been fo confounded, that
« I knew not where I was, or who was
¢ in the room.—1I afk your pardon, —
_ ¢ but this, I hope, will plead my ex-
¢ cufe,” continued fhe, -throwing the Jet.
“ ter on the table, ¢ your friénd has gi-
< ven over his fuit to me, which I amr
« very glad of; but the motives, whicl
< he pretends oblige him -to it, ate fc
“ odd and.capricious, as not to_be ac-
s “counted for.”

. Given over his fuit,” cried lady Mel
lafin, haftily ; — ¢« O! pray, let us hea
¢« on-what pretence?*’ —-On which mr.
Goodman-read the letter aloud, the very
repétition of which renewed mifs ‘Betfy’.
agitations. =— ¢ He has atted,” ‘faid-mr
Goodman, as foon as -he had done read
ing, ¢ like a man of fenfe and refolution
¢ and ] fee no caufe why you fhould b

. ¢« difconcertec
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« difconcerted ' at the "lof§ of a lover,

“ whofe pretenfionsi you did not" defigh

“ to favour.” — ¢« He was very hafty,

“ however,” ctidd miifs Betfy, fcoinfully,

| «.in coheluding for mé, —What did the

¢ man- think'I‘was to' bé won at" once?

" # Did he: imagine his merits were fo ex-

“ traordinary, ' thdt there required no

- % more’to obtain, “‘than Barely to’ afk ?

% but'F give ‘thyfelf to concern on that

« fcore; I'aflute you, fir § — it is the in-

« foléncg of his accufing me of being in

“ love that vexes me. — Who told him,

“ I yonder! — or, how came fuch a

L« a thing into his head, that mr. True-

“ ’worﬂﬁnad thepreference in my efteem ?

% —By-the manner ‘in which he fpeaks

“ of him in this letter, he has found

' «.more perfe@ions in him, than ever I

- ¢ did, and would' mke oné think he

? s were himfelf enamoured of bis rival’s
- “-merits.’” o '

* « In anfwer to all this, he told her with
v, aferious air, that mr. Staple was bound
R by dll thofe ties, which engage a noble
mind, -to a& in the masner he had done;

| othat he Had ‘been twice indebted to
.. i, Mruewotth for his life, " and that the
M“' behaviour of that. gentleman to-
ds him, both during the combat, ’_}m]

ter
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after_jt was over,.demanded:ali-the retw
tha.t gratxtudc could pay o

THE a‘féerwards run. mto 3 desaul oE
tBe patticulars of what had pafizd betwi
the two. rivals, many of , which' the lac
were ignorant of before. .- Lady Mell:
joined with her hulband, in extolling
greatnefs of foul, Wth mr. Trugwe
‘had ‘fhewn on thlﬁ occafign ;.- but- n
Flord faid httle, and " what: ﬂge did -
rather. i praife of .mr. Sta,_pfc.———“ 1
¢« Trueworth,” cried fhe, <“isafineg
« tlertian enough buf; has done nom
“ than what any man of honour wo
« do; and, }‘or - 1hy. P3H] Tythink that 4
« Staple, ; Quttmg, felfxde(nal
¢ hds now fhewn in praﬂlce, . difcoy
¢ miore of the hefo and ph:lofgphcr, t]
« the other has egom: :

< The Converfatlon, on this mp'g;,_f)_l.
ed fome time, and probably would
“have erke o&' fo foon, if inhadmot b

: i"l":te )ktwo young ladjes .com
to'alk mxfs etly and ‘mifs qura if t

wéré nét for the park that morning ?
which they havmg a;{ qa ;rﬁ plr%m
¢6! chll on them {n their, way, . went
n‘lto tHeir chamber, “in, ofgler, to. Prg]
demfelves for'the wa.lk ‘propofed.,

RTINS CH 2
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CHAP. LL
Difeovers - to mifs Betfy- a piece of
treachery fhe little expected to bear

Cof

‘MISS. Flora, who had ‘been deterred
from faying all fhe had a mind to do,
on the affair between mifs Betfy’s two
lovers, now took this opportunity of giv-
ing her tongue all the latitude it wanted.
They were no fooner come into the cham-
ber, than, ¢ Lord, my dear,” cried fhe,
with a tone vaftly different from that, in
which fhe had fpoke to her of late, ¢ how
“ vexed am I tor you! — It will certainly
“ go all about the town, that you are in
“ love with Trueworth, and there will
“be fuch cabals, and fuch whifpering
“ about it, that you will be -plagued to’
“ death : — I could tear Lim to pieces,
“ methinks; for I am fure he is a vain
“fellow, and the hint muft firft come
“ from himfelf.”

. %I never faw any think like vanity in
% him,” replied mifs Betfy, * and I'am
i%.rather inclined to believe my. Staple
the notion from the idle rattle of

) C ¢ mr,
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¢« mr. Chatfree.” — ¢ Mr. Chatfree,” faid
mifs Flora, ‘¢¢ thought of no fuch thing
<< himfelf, ’till he had been at the tavern
¢« with mr. Trueworth; but if I was in
¢ your place, I would convince mr. Staple
¢¢ and the world, that I was not capable
¢ of the weaknefs imputed to me.”

¢ Why, what would you have me do?”
cried mifs Betfy. — ¢ I would have you
¢ write to mr. Staple,” anfwered the
other, ¢ and let him know the deception
¢ his rival has put upon him.” — Mifs
Bet{y, who had always an averfion to any
* thing of this kind, and thought it too

reat a condefcenfion to write on any
%:orc to a man, who had pretended love
to her, fthook her head at this propofal,
and exclaimed againft it with - the utmof
vehemence, '

Mifs Flora made ufe of all the argu-
ments fhe could think on, to" bring her
off, from what fhe called fo ill-judged a

ride ; =~ among other things, fhe told
er, that in compaffion to the defpair that
entleman had fo feelingly exprefied fn
ﬁis letter, fhe ought tp give him the con-
folation of knowing, that if he had not
gained fo far on her affetions as he wifh-

. ed, it was not becaufe his rival had gained
wores and added, thagthe ftep fhe pem
‘ fwaded
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i

E fwaded her to take, was fuch, as common
| juftice to her own charafter had a right
. to exalt from her.

f  Mifs Betfy heard, but was not to be

- prevailed upon by all fhe could fay on
this fubject ; but the other, who had a
greater fhare of artifice, than, perhaps,
was ever known in one of her years,
would not give over the defign fhe had
formed in her head, and perceiving that
| -the writing to a man was the greateft ob-
Jetion mifs Betfy had to letting mr. Staple
know fhe was not fo much attached to
his rival, as he imagined, took another
way of working her to her purpofe, which
fhe thought would be lefs irkfome.

«“ Well then, my dear mifs Betfy,”
" faid fhe, in the moft flattering accent, ¢ I
" “ will tell you the only method you can

“ take, and I am glad I have been fo

% lucky to hit upon it: — you fhall
[ ‘ let me.go, and make mr. Staple a vifit
¢ as of my own accord ; —I fhall take care.
“mnot to drop a fyllable that may give
® him room to think you know of my
% coming 3 but yet as he may fuppofe I
. %'dgr enough in your fecrets to be
*miftrefs of this, or, at leaft, not alto-
i " gettrer a-ftranger. to it, he will, doubt-
&(Mﬁv j¢fs, fay fomething to me concerning
B Ca . N the
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¢¢ the matter; but if he fhould not, it
¢ will be cafy for me, in the way of dif-
¢« courfe, and as it were by chance, to
¢« exprefs myfelf in" fuch terms as will
s¢ entirely clear you, and rid him of all
¢ the apprehenfions he is under, of your
4¢ being 1n love with mr. Trueworth.”

~ Mifs Betfy was not in her heart at all
averfe to mr. Staple’s having that eclair-
cifement mifs Flora had mentioned, and
was much lefs thocked at this propofal,
than fhe had been at the former, offered
to her confideration for that purpofe; yet
did not feem to come into it, till the other
had lavithed all the arguments that wo-
man, witty and willful to obtain her ends,
could urge to prevail on her to do fo;
and at laft confented not to the execution,
#ithout exating from ., mifs Flora the
moft folemn vow of an inviolable fecrecy.

This projet being concluded on, and
every thing relating to it fettled while
they were drefling, they went together ac-
cording to. their promife to the ladies
who expetted them, and-then accompani-
ed them intp 'the park; — but as if this
was to be a day of furprifes to mifs Betfy,
fhe here met with fomething which gave
ber, at leaft; an equal fhare with d;}:;

£
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the had received from the letter of mr.
Staple.

They had not gone many yards in the
Mall, ‘before they faw three gentlemen
coming towards them ; one of whom, as
they drew nearer to each other, mifs Betfy
and mifs Flora prefently knew to be the
fon of alderman Saving, though he was
grown fatter, more raddy, and in many
refpets much altered from what he was
when he vilited at mr. Goodman’s.

As our young ladies had not heard of
this gentleman’s return to England, it w.s”
matural for them, efpecially “mifs Betf ¥,
after what had paffed between them, to .
be in fome little furprlfe at the fudden
fight of him; — he was in fome confufion
too; but both parties had pretence enough
of mmd to recover themfielves, fo as to
falute as perfons would do, who never
had any thing more than an’ ordinary ac-
quaintance with each other.

After the civilities.common to people,
who thus meet by accident, mr. Saving
afked the ladies leave for himfelf and
friends to join company; which: being
readily granted, they all walked up, the
Mall together ; — but the place being
*"ctty full, were obliged to divide hem-

C3 lclves,
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felves, and walk in couples, or as it
happened. During this promenade, mr.

Saving found an opportunity of faying to"

mifs Betfy, unheard by any of the others,
¢ Madam, I have fomething to acquaint
¢« you.with, of great confequence to your-
< felf : it is improper for me either to
" ¢ come or write to you at mr. Goed-
¢ man’s, therefore with you would ap-
. ¢ point fome place where I might fpeak
¢ to you,” .

Mifs Betfy was very much ftartled at
his mentioning fuch a thing, and replied,
~—¢ No,” mr. Saving, I do not make
«¢ a praltice of confenting to affignations
¢ with men, nor have yet forgot that
«¢ which I confented to with you. — ¢
« am very well able to clear myfelf of
< any fault an that fcore,” faid he, ¢ but,
- ¢¢ madam, to eafe you of thofe appre-
¢¢ henfions, which might, perhaps, make
¢¢ you think yourfelf obliged to keep me
¢ at a diftance, it is proper to acquaint
¢ you; that I am married, and that it is
¢ only through a friendly regard for your
“ honour and peace, that I would warn
¢ you againft the perfidy of a pretended
¢ triend.”—DPerceiving fhe ftarted at thefe
words, and repeated them two or three
times over, ‘¢ Yes, madam,’ refumed he,
« and if you will permit me to fpeak to

. (19 you

Lo .
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‘¢ you in a proper place, will bring with
‘¢ me an unqueftionable proof of the truth
¢ of what I fay.” '

" One of the ladies happening to turn
back to fay fomething to mifs Betfy, pre-
vented him from adding further; but
what he had already fpoke, made a very
deep impreffion on her mind 3 — fhe could
not conceive, who the falfe friend fhould
be, that he had mentioned, unlefs it were
mifs Flora; but though fhe had feen
many inftances of her infincerity, was
not able to form any conjeéture what fhe
could have been guilty of to her, that
mr. Saving, who had been fo long ab-

fent, could poffibly be made acquainted
with. -

Thinking, however, that the ought not "
to deny herfelf the fatisfattion of the
eclaircifement he offered, efpecially as it
was now to be given, not by a lover, but
a friend, fthe fought and found a moment
before they left the Mall, of faying to
him withoyg the notice of the company,
¢¢ Sir, I ha¥e cenfidered on the hint you
+ $¢ gave me; — whatever concerns my

‘¢¢ honour, or my peace, muft certainly
‘#¢_merit my attention : — I have an ac-
uaintance in St. James’s paldte, whom
will vifit as foon as dinner is over;

« 3f
R C 4 M

113
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‘¢ if.you walk a turn or two in- the gal:
¢ lery leading to the chapel-royal, you
¢¢ will fee me pafs that way betwec:. four
¢ and five o’clock.” — To this mr. Sav-
ing replied, that he would not fail to
attend her there.

Mifs Flora, who had been informed by
mifs Betfy, after they had parted from
mr. Saving, that he was married, was
very full of the news when fhe came home,
but mr. Goodrhan, to whom the whole
ftory of that affair had been related by
the alderman, faid, that the young gen-
tleman had done very wifely, in coraply-
ing with the commands of his father ; and
added, that the lady had a.very agreeable
perfon, a large fortune, and, above all,
was extremely modeft and difcreet; fo
that there was no room to doubt his hap-
pirefs. —There was fome further difccurfe
at table, concerning this new-wedded
pair; but mifs Betfy took little fhare in
. as giving herfelf no pain for the in-

,_Qi‘eﬁs of a perfon for whom fhe never
#had any thing but the moft perfect in-

o diiterence.

She was, notwithtanding, impatient
enough for the account fhe expected to
receive from hirn, and without faying: one
word, either to mifs Flora, or.any of the
‘ family,.
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family, where fhe was going, went at the
time prefixed to the place fhe had ap-
pointed to meet him.

Mr. Saving, to avoid being accufed of
want of punctuality in the affairs of friend-
fhip, as he had been in thofe of love,
came fomewhat before his time into the
palace. — As fhe afcended the great ftairs
the faw him looking through one of the

. windows, waiting her approach, which

greatly pleafed her, as fhe would not have
thought it proper to have walked there
alone, nor would have been willing to
have departed without the gratxﬁcatlon of
ihat curiofity his words had excited in
er.

Excepting the time of divine fervice,,
and when the king, -or any of the royal
family go to chapel, few places are more
retired than this gallery, none, befides
the officers of the houthold paffing on bu-
ﬁnefs into fome of the apartments, fcarce
ever going into it, fo that the choice mifs
Betfy' made, in her appointment with mr.
Savmg, was cxtremmy judicious.

- As the bufinefs cn which they met,
was of a naturc very diferent from love

. and gallantry, and time was precious to

t’wm both they needed not many com-

Cs _plitnents
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pliments to uther in what mr. Saving had
to fay : — he only, to excufe his behaviour -

to her, while he had profeffed himfelf her
lover, was beginning to relate the fudden
manner in which he had been forced
abroad ; but fhe ftopped him from go'mg
on,. by telling him, fhe had heard the
whole ftory of that affair from mr. Good-
man, to whom the aldgrman had made no
fecret of it.

« I have only then,” faid he, ¢ to
¢ acquaint you, madam, that foon after
¢ my arrival jn Holland, looking over
¢« fome papers, that my father had put
¢ into my portmanteau for my inftruc-

¢ tion in the bufinefs'I was fent to nego-_
¢ ciate, 1" found among them a letter,”

¢ which, doubtlefs, in the hurry he was
¢ in, he had fhufled with the others
¢ through miftake; — which, pray ma-
< dam,” continued he,. giving her a pa-
. per, ¢ be pleafed to perufe, and tell .me

+ whether honour and juftice did not ob-
e lige me to take the firft opportunity
¢ of cautioning you againft the bafenefs
< and malice ofy a perfon, you might
¢ otherwife, perhaps, confide in, on mat-

<« ters of more confequence to your peace,

‘¢ than any thing on my account could
¢ be.” :

~

3%

Ty
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Mifs Betfy had no fooner taken the
paper, and looked on the fuperfcription,
which was to alderman Saving, than fhe
cried out, with great amazement, < Blef§
% me ! — this is mifs Flora’s hand.” —
« Ithink,” faid mr. Saving,’ ¢ thatI might
« fafely venture to affirm it upon oath,
« having often feen her writing, and

- % have even fome of-it at this inftant by
“ me, in a fong fhe copied for me, on
“ my firft acquaintance with her ; —but
« read, madam,” purfued he, ¢ read the
« wicked fcroll, and fee the methods the"
« took to prevail on a father to banifh
« from his prefence, and the kingdom,
“ an only fon, and to traduce that inno-
¢ cence and virtue which fhe hated, be-
« caufe incapable of imitating.”

On this, mifs Betfy trembling, between
a mixture of furprize and anger, haftily
unfolded’ the letter, and found in it thefe
lines, wrote in the fame hand with the
fuperfcription.

« Sir,
“ "l“HE real efteem I have for all per-
“ fons of honcfty and probity, ob-
« liges me tg give you this feafonable .
. ¢ warning of the greateft misfortune that
.~ % can poffibly befall a careful and a tf:in-
g ] « der
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cer parent, as I know you are ; — but
nct to kecp you in fufpence, — your
fon, fir, — your only, — your darling
fo:: ! — that fon, whom you have edu-
cat:d with fo much tendernefs, and
who is fo defervedly dear to you, is on
the verge of ruin : — his unhappy ac-:
quaintance with mr. Goodman’s tamily
has fubjected him to the artifices of a
young girl, whofe little affairs are in:
the hanis of that gentleman. — She is
a great coquette, — if I had faid, jile
too, I believe the injuftice I fhould-
have done her charater would not-
have been much; but as her fhare, -
either of fortune of reputation, is very. .
fmall, I cannot condemn her for put-:
ting in practice -all the ftratagems in
her power of fecuring to herfelf a fu--
ture {ettlement by marriage, — I thould,

~ ¢ fir, only be forry that the lot fhould

< fai-upon your fon, as I know, and the -
¢ world acknowledges him to be a gentle-

(14
[13
[13
(13
<6
[13
(13
(13
(13

man of much more promifing expecta-
tions. — It is, however, a thing I fear
too near conclulrd; — he loves her to
diftraction, — will venture every thing
for the gratification of his paffion: —
She has a great deal of cunning, though
little un-erftanding in ghipos more be-
coiming of hui fex ; — MWIs gay, vain,:
and puflionately fond of gaming, and-:

o sl
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% all the expenfive diverfions of the town.
“ — A fhocking, and moft terrible com-
“ pofition for a wife! yet fuch will the
“ very {peedily be made by the poor in-
“fatuated mr. Saving, if you, fir, in
“ your paternal wifdom do not find fome
“way to put a ftop to his intentions.
“ —The original of the piture I have
“ been reprefenting is called mifs Betfy
“ Thoughtlefs, a name well known among
“ the gallant part of the town. I hope
“ you will take the above intelligence in
“ good part, as it is meant,

“ With the greateft fincerity, and
« Attachment to your interefts,
¢ By, ﬁl‘,’
¢ Your moft humble,
<«¢ But unknown fcrvaht,

«A. Z
“P.S. Sir, ybur fon is every day at mr.
“ Goodman’s, and if you will take the
¢ trouble to fet a watch over him, or’
“ fend any perfon to enquire in the
« neighbourhood, it will be eafy for

“ you to fagy yourfel? in the  truth
< of what e related.” .

The
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The confternation mifs Betfy was in, on
reading this cruel invetive, was fuch, as
for forme moments deprived her from the
power of fpeaking. — Mr. Saving could
neither wonder at, nor blame fo juft a re-
fentment, yet to mitigate it in part, he
confefled to her a fecret, which, till then,
fhe had been wholly ignorant of.

<« Though nothing, madam,” faid he,
¢ can excufe the crime fhe has been guilty
¢« of towards you, yet permit me to ac-
¢« quaint you, that the malice is chiefly
« levelled againft me, and you are only
¢« wounded through my fides.”

¢« How can that be?” cried fhe, ¢ fhe

¢ does juftice to your charatter, while

. ¢¢ fhe defames mine in the moft barbarous

¢ manner.” — ¢ Meer artifice, madam,”

anfwered he, ¢ to work my father to her

¢ purpofe, as I will . prefently convince
«“ you.”

He then told her, that before he ever
had the honour of feeing her, he had
treated mifs Flora with fome gallantries
¢ which,” faid he, ¢ her vanity ma
s¢ her take as the addreffes of a feri
¢¢ paflion, ’till thofe fhe found I afterwa

0y ‘ [13
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L« made to you, convinced her to the con-

¢ trary. — This, madam,” continued he,
“ I am well affured of by her laying hold
“ of every opportunity to reproach my
“ inconftancy, as fhe termed it: — find-
“ ing how little I regarded all fhe faid to
“ me-on that fcare, and ftill perfifted in
“ my devoirs to you, fhe doubtlefs had
“ recourfe to this moft wicked ftratagem
“ to cut me from all hope, even though
“ it had been in my power to have in~
“ clined you to favour my fuit.”

Mifs Betfy found this fuppofition fo
reafonable, and fo conformable to the
temper of mifs Flora, that the agreed
with mr. Saving in it. — She did not
now wonder at her withing to be revenged
on him, but could not brook with pa-
tience the method fhe took for being fo,
and faid, that if mr. Goodman did not
do her juftice on the author of fo infa-
mous a libel, fhe would immediately quit
his houfe, and chufe another guardian.

« Hold, madam,” faid he, < I muft ~ -

 intreat you will give me leave to ve-
» % mind you of the confequences that may
¢ poflibly attend your taRing fuch a ftep :
« — 1 own with you, that treachery and
¢ calumny, fuch as her's, cannot be too.
o+« % feverely expofed and punithed; but,
N ¢ madam,

[}
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¢« madam, confider, that in order to do
<« this, the accident which brought the
¢ letter into my pofleflion, and the op-
¢¢ portunity you have allowed me of pre-
¢ {enting it to you, muft be made known,
¢¢ the latter of which you may be confi-
¢« dent the would not fail to make fuch
¢ reprefentations of; as would not only
¢¢ hurt me, both with my father and my
« wife, but alfo furnith the malicious
¢ world, too apt to judge by appearances,
¢« with fome pretence for cafting a ble-
<« mifh on your own reputation.”

Thefe remonftrances had fome part of
the effet they were intended for on the
mind of mifs Betfy, yet having an aver-
fion to diffimulation, and.not” knowing
whether fhe could be able to conceal
either her refentment or the cauf: of it,
fhe cried out haftily, without confidering
what fhe {aid, ¢ Why then did you let
¢ me know the injury done me, fince it
¢ it is improper for me to do any thing,
¢ that might extort a reparation ?”’

¢« I could not, ‘'madam,” replied he,

<« behold you harbouring a fhake in your

¢ bofomn withotit warning you of the

¢ fting. — 1 am certain the eafing you,

¢ of my troublefome addrefles has bee
(11 n
.

Ercmes
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“ no caufe of mortification; and it was
“ not that you (hould revenge what fhe
“ has already done, but to put you upon
“ your guard againft any tﬁ.ing fhe may
“ hereafter attempt to do, that I refolved
“to take the firft opportunity of letting
“ you fee what fthe was capable of.”

Mifs Betfy was by this time fully per-
fuaded by "his arguments, but could not
forbear complaining of the difficulty it
would be to her to look, or {peak civilly,
to fleep in the fame bed, or behave in any
refpe¢t as fhe had been accuftomed, to-
wards fo unworthy a creature: — fhe
thanked him, however, for his good in-
tentions to her, and before they parted,
promifed to follow his advice, if it were
only, as fhe faid, in confideration, that
- toa&t in a different manner might be a
prejudice to his domeftic peace.
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»
CHAP. 1V,

Has wvery little in it, befides a colleiso
of letters, fome of which are much i
the purpofe, others lefs fo.

MISS Betfy, after having taken leay

of mr. Saving, went to the apar
ment of her friend, where fhe ftayed fuy
per, not becaufe fhe was at that time c
pable of being entertained, either with tl
elegancies of the table, or the compan
which happened to be pretty numerou:
but merely to amufe and recover herft
from the {hock, which the late difcove
of mifs Flora’s infidelity had given her

On her coming home, " fhe found t|
family not yet gone to bed, though
was then pear one o’clock. — Mr. Goo
manjwas in high good humour, and fa
to her, ¢« Mifs Betfy you have loft for
¢ hours of contentment by being abroa
¢ — mr. Trueworth has been here, a
¢ did us the favour to pafs the whe
¢ evening with us ; but that is not all,-
¢ three letters have been left for you,.
* two of them came by the poft, a
« are, I know, by the fuperfcriptic

# frc

{
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“ from mr. Francis Thoughtlefs, and
¢ lady Trufty : = the other I am inform-
* e¢d was left for you by a porter, but
“« ¥our curiofity muft wait for thefe, == -
“ I have ftill better news for you, — your
¢« eldeft brother, mr. Thomas Thought-
“ lefs is coming home, — I have received
“ 3 letter from him, which tells me, he has
“ finithed his tour, and we fhall foon
“ have him among us. «— See,’’ continued
he, ¢ what he fays.”

~ In fpeaking thefe words, he took the
Jetter out of his pocket, and gave her to
sead : == it contained thefe lines :

To mr. GOODMAN..

8 Worthy fir, ,
‘1 HAVE been for ugwards of a month
¢ * detained on a party of pleafure, at
¢ the chateau of monfieur le marquis de
¢ St. Amand, fo was not {o happy to re-
¢ ceive yours of the feventh, and twenty-
¢ fecond inftant, till yefterday, when I
¢ returned to Paris. —I thank you for
¢ the long and particular account you give
¢ me of thofe affairs which are entrufted
$ t0 your care. — As to what you tell me

. ¢ concerning my brother Frank’s having
% ..¢ left the univerfity, T am not forry for
| ¢ it, nor can at all wonder, that a young

: - ¢ fellow
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¢ fellow of his mettle fhould be willing
¢ to exchange the hopes ‘of a-mitre for
¢ a truncheon. — I have not heard from
¢ him.fince I left Florence, but believe 1t
¢ owing to his want of knowing where to
¢ diret to me, my ftages afterwards hav-
¢ ing been pretty uncertain ; but findin
¢ by yours that he is .now with fir Ralp
¢ Trufty, fhall accompany a letter I am
* obliged to fend to that gentleman, with
¢ one to him. — I forgive my fifter’s not
¢ writing when you did, as you give me
¢ fome hints fhe is likely foon to become
¢-a bride : — a matter, I confefs, fuffici--
¢ ent to engrofs the whole thoughts of a-
¢ young lady ; be pleafed to aflure her,
¢ of my good wifhes in this, and all other
¢ events.— As you lay fhe has two ve?'
¢ advantageous offers, I flatter myfelf,
¢ through your good advice and mfpcc-
¢ tion,- fhc will take the beft.

¢ In my laft, I mentioned fomewhat of
¢ adefign I had to pafs a few months in
¢ the fouthern parts®of this kingdom ; but
¢ I have fince changed my mmd and am;
¢ determined on. returhing to my ﬂathC_
(3
[1

country with all pofiible cxpedmon —

I believe ycu may expect me in thre
or four weeks at fartheft. —If, fir,

¢ could within that time hear of a hou
¢ agreeably fituated, for my ufe, Iﬂflto

¢ elte

«
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¢ efteem it as a confiderable addition to

¢ the favours of our family, and myfelf

fin particular, has received from you

~ ¢ fince the death of our dear father. —1I

¢ thould approve of St. James’s Square,

B ¢if rents are not too exorbitant; for in

} ¢ that cafe a houfe in any of the adjoin-

¢ ing ftreets muft content me: — I would

¢ not willingly exceed an hundred, or an

¢ hundred and ten pounds. per annum ;

¢ but would be as near the park ‘and pa-
¢ lace as poffible. .

[N

* ¢ I kifs lady Mellafin’s and her fair
¢ daughter’s hands, and am,

¢ With véry great refpect,

¢ SiR,.

¢ Your moft obliged, _
| ¢ And moft 6bedient fervant,

¢ T. THOUGHTLESS.’

Mifs Betfy was very glad to find a
brother, who had now been near five
years. abroad, was at laft coming home,
and much more fo, that he intended to
fet up houfekeeping in London, becaufe,
a8 doubting not he would be pleafed to

. -have her with him, fhe would have a fair -
itk . pretence
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grctence for quitting mr. Goodman’s
oufe, and the fociety of mifs Flora,
who had now rendered herfelf fo irkfome
to her. '

This did not hinder her, however, from
reproaching mr. Goodman for having
mentioned to her brother any thing in re-
Iation to her lovers, — ¢ You fee, fir,”
faid fhe, ¢ that the one of them has al-

+¢¢ ready abandoned me, and you will alfo
¢ fee, in a fhort time, that the other will
¢ be little the better for his rival’s refig-
% nation.” o

To this mr. Goodman pleafantly re-
plied, that whatever fhe pretended at pre-
fent, he believed better things from her
good fenfe, and the merits of mr. True- -
worth ; to which mifs Betfy, unwilling to -
prolong the converfation, only told him, -
Ee would find himfelf miftaken, and ran
haftily up ftairs to examine the contents
of thofe letters, - which, fhe had heard, Ila
‘on her toilet, ready for her perufal.
'The firft the broke open was from mi
* *t Forward, knowing it to be her’s by t
" hand, and eager to fee the event of

fate, which, by the hiftory fhe had giv
- her, .had appeared fo doubtful,
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To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS.

-¢ Dear mifs Betfy, :
¢ SINCE I faw you I have been driven
¢ ™ to the laft defpair : — the kind fup-
“ply you left with me was quite ex-
¢ haufted, and I muft infallibly have pe-
¢ rithed, through want of the common
¢ neceffaries of life, and the cruel ufage
¢ of my mercénary landlady, if my poor
¢ aunt in the country had not fent me a
¢ fmall prefent, which for a fmall fpace
¢ of time afforded relief, but accompanied
¢ with the melancholly account that my

‘¢ father was inexorable to her perfwafions,

¢ — would not hear of my return to
¢ L————e, and vowed never to fee me
¢ more, or own me for his child : — foon
¢ was I-again reduced to the loweft ebb
¢ of mifery, — had fcarce fufficient to fur-
¢ nith the provifions of another day, and
¢ was even threatened to be turned out
¢ of doors by the inhuman hag, who, I
¢ very well remember, you faid, had her
¢ foul pictured in her countenance ; —

4 but, my dear friend, in the midft eof

¢ this diftrefs, and when I thought no

- ¢ human helg was near, my affairs took

¢ a moft fudden and unexpected turn. —

¢ Fortune threw in my way a kinfman of

my mother’s, whom I had never feen,
e ¢ nor
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nor even heard of before; — he com-
paffionated my calamitous condition, —
removed me from that difmal place, —
allows me a handfome maintenance, and
has promifed to continue it, till nature,
and the endeavours of my good aunt,
fhall work my father to a more gentle
temper.

< I long to fee you, and would have
waited on you to return the money you
were fo kind to lend me, but knew not
whether it were proper for me to do fo,
as I am wholly unacquainted with the
family where you are.— A vifit from
you would therefore now be doubly
agreeable, as I am lodged in a houfe
lefs unworthy to receive you, than that
wretched one to which I before took
the liberty to make you an invitation.

¢ You may now find me at mr. Screen-

a & & & &

er’s, the very next door to Linko’s-
Head, in Tavifteck-ftreet, in Covent-
garden, where, I flatter myfelf, your
good-nature will foon bring you to her,
who is impatient for that happinefs, an
will always be, dear mifs Betly,
¢ Your very affectionate,

¢ And moft humble fervant, .

¢ A. Forwaj
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- P.S. I had forgot to tell you that I am
— I ¢ every Friday engaged at my above-

nd ¢ mentioned good coufin’s, and fhould
re, ¢ never have forgiven myfelf, if by this
%, ¢ omiffion you had loft your labour;

tle ¢ and I the pleafure of your company.’

Mifs Betfy, who little doubted the fin-
ve ceritK of this epiftle, was very much
ou | touched with it, and refolved to comply
ot ¥ with the invitation it contained, in a fhort
fo, | time.— She now began to grow pretty
the | feepy, and would,’ probably, haye de-
om § ferred the perufal of the other two letters,
bly till next morning, if mifs Flora had not
ufe | ©me up to go to obed : —to avoid, there-
hat | fore, entering into any convcrfatxon with
ok | her, ‘fhe took up the firft that came to
n. hand and found the contents as follows :

'en- " To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS.

0’s-

:nt- ¢ My dear fifter,

our AS .mr. Goodman’s endeavours for
aer, ¢ procuring me a commiffion have

‘ not yet been attended with the defired
f ¢ fuccefs, I have been prevailed upon by
¢ the follicitations of my friends, to give
¢ them my promife of pafling fome part
r.he ‘hunting feafon in L —e, fo
not fec you fd foon as my laft
.S ¢ might

and

RD.

L
i
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might make you expeét; — but- I will
not dnﬁ'emble, fo far. as to tell. you,
that to give you this information is the
chief motive of my writing to you at
prefent; — no, my dear Betfy ! it is one
of much more confequence that now
.dire€ts my pen, — it is to give you
fuch remonﬁrances, as, I fear, you
ftand but in too much need of, to be-

ware how you difregard ‘the fmiles of _

fortune, and become the enemy of your
own happinefs, — I received a letter

¢ yefterday from mr. Trueworth; — he

complains fadly of my ftaying in the
country, and feems to think my pre-
fence neceffary for the advancement of
his courtfhip to you.— I fhall be al-
‘ways glad to be obliged by you on any
fcore, but extremely forry to find my
interefts with'you, as a brother, fhould
have more effect on you than your own
reafon, and ‘the merits of one of the

"moft deferving men on earth.— I have

no pretence to claim any authority over
you by the ties of blood, but may cer-
tainly ﬂa.tter myfelf with having fome
influence over you as a friend, — enough
at leaft I hope to prevail on you to
confider ' ferioufly on this matter, and
am perfwaded, that if you once bring
_yourfelf to do fo,’ mr. Trueworth will

¢ caufey”

¢ want no other advocate to plead his

A

u“
.,.-4
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caufe, than your own underftanding.—
I am willing to believe the affurance
you gave me in your laft, of your heart
being free from any impreffion yet en-
deavoured to be made up%n it; did I
think otherwife I fhould be entirely fi-
lent on this ‘occafion. — I would be far,
my dear fifter, from oppofing your in-
clinations, I would only wifh to dire&
them where there is a profpet of the
moft felicity : — let me eonjure you,
therefore, to open your unprejudiced
eyes, nor be wilfully blind to the good
intended for you by your better ftars,
— As you can never expect propofals

of mose advantage, than thofe the love

of mr. Trueworth has inclined him to
make you, — F'may be pretty confident,
that you have not a friend in the world,
who. wuld not highly condemn your
want ‘of giving. due attention to it. —
Forgive the warmth with which I ex-
prefs myfelf, as it fprings from the fin-
cereft zeal for the eftablithment of your
intereft and happinefs, than which no-
thing is more at the heart of him,
who is, _
¢ With.the moft tender regard,
' ¢ Dear fifter,
¢ Your very affetionate friend,
¢ And brother,
"« F. THouGHTLESS."
D2 While

3 0
vl S,
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"While mifs Betfy was reading thefe
letters, mifs Flora, who immediately fol-
lowed her into the chamber, would fain
have interrupted her by one impertinent
queftion or other ; but receiving no an-
fwer to any thing fhe faid, gave over
fpeaking, and went direétly to bed,- and
mifs Betfy breaking open the third and
laft letter fhe had to perufe, found it
contained as follows :

“To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS.

¢ My dear mifs Betfy, . .
¢ JHAD wrote to you before, if I had /
¢ = not been prevented by an inflamma-
¢ tion in my eyes, which, for fome time
¢ paft, has rendered my pen of no ufe
¢ to me, and I did not chufe to employ
an -emanuenfis in what I have to fay
to you, but now take the firft oppor-
tunity, being fomewhat better, of giv-
ing you that advice, which, it may be
reafonably fuppofed, a perfon of your
years and inexperience of the world may
ftand in need of ; or, ¥ not fo, will be
of fome fervice in corroborating the
good fentiments you are already infpired
with, S '

¢ It

g
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¢ It was with an extream concern I
¢ heard what -happened on your account .
¢ at Oxford, and hope you have fo well ~
¢ refle€ted on the danger you were in, the
¢ confequences that attended it, and how
¢ much worfe might probably have en-
¢ fued, as to be ever fince miore circum-
¢ fpect and careful with what company
¢ you truft yourfelf. —I am far from re-
¢ proaching you with the effects of an
¢ accident altogether unforefeen, and im-
¢ poffible to be even guefled at by you,
‘.but would beg you to keep always in
¢ your mind, that what has been, may
¢ fome time or other be again, and thag
repeated inadvertencies may make hca-
ven weary of continuing its proteltion
— but, my dear mifs Betfy, it is nog
' in my apprehenfions of your own con-
du, that the greateft part of my fear
¢ for you confifts; — the world, alas!
¢ and more particularly the place you live
¢ in, affords but too many wretches, of
\ ¢ both fexes, whg make it their bufinefs
‘to entrap unwary innocence, and the
moft fair pretences are often the cover
* to the moft foul defigns : — there are
¢ {6 many daily Inftances of the ftrict-
i ¢ eft'caution not being always a fufficient
" tifécurity, ‘againft the fnares laid for our
t.deftruction, that Ilook on it as half a
7 w D3 ¢ miracle,

¢
[
(3
¢

"~
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-miracle, when a young woman, hand-

fome, and expofed as you are, efcapes
unprejudiced, either in her virtue or
reputation. — Confider, my dear child,
you have no tender mather, whofe pre-
cepts and example - might keep you
fteady in the paths of prudence ; — no

father, whofe authority" mjght awe the
- daring libertine from any injurious at-

tack ; and are but too much miftrefs of
yourfelf. — In fine, thus environed with
temptations, I fee no real defence for
you but in a good hufband. — I have
ever condemned rufhing; too early into
marriage, and of rifquing for the fake
of one convenience, the want, perhaps,
of a thoufand others; but when an offer
happens to be made, equally henour-
able and advantageous, and which af-
fords an almoft affured profpect of every
thing neceflary to compleat the happi-
nefs of that ftate, it cannot be too {oon
in life accepted. —1 hear with pleafure,
that an offer, fuch as I have been de-
fcribing, is now prefented to you, and
it would give me an adequate concern
to hear that you had rejected it. ——1

need not tell you I mean mr. True-

worth; for though there may be many
others who make their addreflfes ® you
on the fame {core, yet I am entirely ig-
norant of every thing relating to them;

- ° ¢ but

—
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¢ but J am well affured, not only by your
¢ brother’s teftimony, but by feveral gen-

. ¢ tlemen of this county, that in the for-
¢ tune, perfon, and amiable qualities of
¢ that gentleman are comprifed all that
¢ you either can, or ought to with in a
¢ hufband : — trifle not then with a heart
¢ {o deferving of you ; — fcruple not to
¢ become a wife, when merit, fuch as his,
¢ invites, and fo many reafons concur to
¢ urge you to confent. — Beljeve me,
¢ there is more true felicity in the fincere -
¢ and tender friendthip of one man of
* honour, than in all the flattering pro- -
¢ feflions of a.thoufand coxcombs.— I

- ¢ have mruch more to fay to you on this
¢ head, but fhall defer it, ’till you let
¢ me know with what kind of fentiments
¢ it is.that you regard the gentleman I
¢ have been fpeaking of, which I beg you

will do without difguife : — be fatisfied

¢ that the fecret of your real inclinations
¢ will be as fafe in my keeping as your
¢ own, and that I am,

L3

¢ With the moft perfect amity,
¢ My dear mifs Betfy,
¢ Your conftant friend,
¢ And humble fervant,

¢ M. TrustY.’

° D4 The
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The time of night did not pcrmlt mifs
Betfy to give thele letters all the atten-
“tion which the writers of them, *doubtlefs,
defired fhe fhould do; but fhe locked
them carefully in her cabinet, refolving
to confider the purport of them more fe-
rioufly before fhe returncd any anfwer.’

'~ CHAP. V. _
Serves as a fupplement to the Sormer.

'I HE next mormng mifs Flora opened
her lips almoft as foon as fhe did her
eyes, to talk to mifs Betfy on the defign
had been agreed upon between them the
day before, in relation to mr. Staple. —
She told her, fhe had employed her whole
thoughts about it ever fince, and that fhe
had found out a way of introducing the
difcourfe, fo as to give him no {ufpicion
that the came from her, yet, at the fame
time, take away all his apprehenfions of
her being in love with mr. Trueworth ;
and added, that the would go to his lodg-
ings lmmcdxately after breakfa[’c ,
) h
¢ Indeed,” replied mlfs Betfy, fullenlyf
« you fhall do na fuch thing ; — I do ngg;
¢ caré '
. I
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“ care what his apprehenfions are, orany
“ one’s elfe ;— the men may all think
- % and do as they will, — I_fhall not fiil
“ my mind with any ftuff about them.”

« — Heyday,” cried mifs Flora, a good
deal fhocked at this fudden turn, ¢ what
“ whim has got poffeflion of you now ?**
¢ The, whim you endeavoured to. poflefs
“ me with,” faid mifs Betfy, fcornfully,
“ would have been a very ridiculous one
“] am fure; — but I have confidered
“ better on'it, and defpife fuch foolith
“ fancies.” — ¢ Good-lack,” ‘returned
the other, ‘¢ you are grown wonderous
“ wife methmks, — atleaft im agine your-
“ felf fo ; — but I fhall go to mr. Staple
“ for all this, =1 cannot bear that he
“ fhould think you are in love with
« Trueworth.” — I know no bufinefs,”
faid mifs Betfy, in a haughty tone, ¢ you
“ have either with my love or hate, and
“ I defire, for the future, you will for-
“ bear troubling your head in my affairs.”

Mifs Flora then told her, that what the
had offered was meerly in regard to her
reputation, and then ran over again all
the' arguments fhe had urged, in order to
ilevail on her to come mto the meafures

“propofcd but whatever fhe faid,
per in the wheedling or remonﬂ:ratmg
', was equally ineffectual, the other
: D rcrnamcd

o
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remained firm in her refolution, and be-
~ haved in a manner {o different from what

.mifs Flora had ever feen her do before,
that fhe knew not what to think of it. —
Having her own reafons, however, to
‘bring her, if poffible, to a lefs grave
way of thinking, fhe omitted nothing in
the power of artifice, that fhe imagined:
might be conducive to that end. — All
the time they were rifing, — all the time
they were drefling, did the continue to la-
. bour on this fcore, without being able to
obtain any other anfwérs to what fhe faid,
than fuch ‘as were- peremptorily in ‘the
negative. . .

It is certain, that mifs Betfy was of fo
foft and tractable a difpofition, ‘that half
the arguments mifs Flora had alledged,
would, at another time, have won her to
copfent to things of much greater confe-
“Quence than this appeared to be ; but the
difcovery fhe had: &e day before made of
her deceit, and the little good-will fhe
had towards her, gave her {ufficient rea-
fon to apprehend, that fhe had fome fur-
ther defigns than fhe pretended in this pro-
jelty though of what nature it could be
. 'was not in her power to conceive. — The

thing in difpute feemed to her extreme{lI
wifling in 1tfelf, but the eagernefs wi
whxch the was prcﬁ'ed to it, by a perﬁ;%
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of whofe treachery fhe had fo flagrant a

proof, convinced her, that fhe ought not
on any account to acquiefce.

Mifs Flora, on the other hand, was dif-
. concerted beyond meafure at this unex-
pe&ed change in mifs Betfy’s humour,
of which fhe was as little able to divine
the caufe, as the other was to guefs the :
_defign fhe had formed ; but determining
‘to accomplifh her point, if pofiible, at any
rate, fhe endeavoured all fhe could to dii-
femble her chagrin, and ftill affeted a
.mighty regard for the honour of mifs.
Betfy, tellingher, the was refolved to ferve
her wh.e;he:g},hc would or not, and that
how much foever fhe difapproved it, fhe
‘fhould purfue her firft intentiop, and un-
deceive mr. Staple in the opinion he had,
of her being fo filly as to fall in love
with mr.  Trueworth.

.. Mifs Betfy on hearing this, and not
doubting but fhe would ‘do as fhe had
faid, turned towards her, and looking full
upon her with a countenance compofed
_epough, ‘but which had yet in it fome-
‘what between the ironical and fevere, re-
plied in thefe terms, — ¢¢ Since you are
e fo much bent,” faid the, ¢ on making
A vifit:to mr. Staple, far be it from e,
¥ mifs Flora, to deprive that gentleman -

‘ ) D 6- ¢« of
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«¢ of the favour you intend hlm, provided
< you give me your promife, in the pre-
<«¢ fence of mr. Goodman, and he will be
¢ your fecurity for the pgrformance of it,
¢ that you will mention neither my name
< nor that of mr. Trueworth, and above
< all, that you will not pretend to have

"¢ any knowledge of affairs you never
¢ have been trufted with.”

However inconfiderate, - or incautious,
mifs Betfy may appear to -the reader, as
to her conduct in general, it muft be ac-
knowleged, that at this time-the fhewed
an uncommon prefence of mind. — This
was, indeed, the only way to put a ftop,
and quafh. at once that {cheme, which her
falfe friend had formed to do her a real
prejudice, under the prctence of ferving
her.

It is not in words to exprefs the con-
fufion mifs Flora was in, on hearing mifs
Betéy fpeak in this manner. —Bold as
fhe was by nature, and habituated to re-
-partee, fhe had not now the power of ut-
tering one word : innocence itfelf, when -
over-awed by authority, could not have
ftood more daunted and abathed, while
the other, with a carelefs air, added,
“ As foon as we ge down ftairs I fhall

- & fpeak,
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¢« fpeak to mr. Goodman about this
¢ matter.””

Whether mifs Betfy really intended to
put this menace in execution, or not, is
uncertain ; for mifs Flora recovering her
fpirits, and her cunning at the fame time,
affeCted to burft into a violent fit of
laughter, ¢ Mr. Goodman !”” faid fhe;
¢ mighty pretty, indeed ! — you would
¢« trouble mr. Goodman with the little
¢ impertinencies we talk on between our-
¢ felves ! but do fo if you think proper.
¢« 71 fhall tell him the truth, that I
- ¢ made this. propofal to you only to try
« you, and but acted the fecond part of
¢« what mr. Chatfree had ‘begun.— You -
¢ did not imagine fure,” ' continued fhe, %
with a malicious fnéer, -<¢ that I loved
« you™fo well, that for your fake I would
« hazard my perfon and reputation, by
« going to fee a young gay tellow at his
¢ own lodgings.”.
«“ As for that,” cried mifs Bet{y, with
a look as contemptuous as fhe could pof-
fibly aflurne, .¢¢ I am equally well ac-
“ quainted with the modefty and fince-
% rity of mifs Flora, and know how to
- % fet a juft value upon both.”” — In
fpeaking thefe words, having now got on
cloaths, fhe flung out of the ivom

Bty : without

S 4
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without ftaying to hear what anfwer the
other would have made.

After this, thefe two high fpirits had
little intercourfe, never fpcagking to each
other, but on fuch common affairs as
were unavoidable between perfons who
lived in the fame houfe, eat at the fame
table, and lay in the fame bed. — How
.mifs Flora employed her thoughts will
very fhortly be feen, but we muft firft
examine what effe¢t thefe late.occurrences
had on the mind of mifs Betfy.

Young as fhe was, the might be faid to
have feen a gréat deal of the world ; and
as fhe had a fine underftanding, and a
very juft notion of things,.wanted only to
reflect on the many follies and deceits

which fome of thofe who call themfelves-

the beau monde are guilty of,, to be enabled
to defpife them. — The laft letter the had
received from lady Trufty made a ftrong
impreflion on her, and cafting a retro-
fpect on feveral paft tranfattions fhe had
been witnefs of, as well as thofe the had
been concerned in herfelf, bégan to won-
der at, and condemn the vanity of being
p]e%with fuch fhadowy nothings ;' —
fuch “ficeting, unfubftantial delights, ac-
companied with noife and hurry in the

pofleflion, ‘dand attended with wearinefs

and

¥
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and vexation of fpirit. — A m‘ultiplicity
. of admirers feemed now to ‘her among
this number ; 2xher foul confgfled, that to
encourage the addrefles of atdp, was b&h

dangerous and filly ; and to flatter with - -
vain hopes the fincere- paffion of a man .
of honour, was equally ungenerous and .

cruel.

Thefe confiderations .were very fa-
vourable to mr. Trueworth ; — fhe ran
through every particular of that gentle-
man’s charater and behaviour, and could

find nothing which could ‘make her ftand -

excufed even to herfelf, for continuing
to treat him with the little ferioufnefs
fhe had hitherto done.

¢« What then fhall I do with him #*
faid fhe to herfelf. <« Muft I at once dif-
¢¢ card him, — defire him to defift his
<« vifits, and tell him I am determined
« never to be his!—or muft I refolve
¢¢ to think of marrying him, and hence-

«¢ forward entertain him, as the man who-

" ¢ is really ordained to be one day my

<« ‘hufband ! — I have at prefent rather an .
< averfion, than an inclination to a wed--

¢« ed ftate; yet if my mind fhould alter
¢ in this point, where thall I find a_part-
< ner {fo qualified to make me happy in
“ jt? — byt yet,” continued fhe, * to
: V ¢ become

o g
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¢ become a matron at my years, is what
¢ I cannot brook the thoughts of ; — if
¢ he loves me he muft wait, — it will -
¢« be fufficient to receive the addreffes of
< no other ; but then how fhall I refufe
¢ thofe who may make an offer of them,
¢ without giving the world room to bg- °
¢ lieve I am pre-engaged.”

Thus did fhe argue with herfelf, —
the dilemma appeared hard to her, but
what was the refult of her reafonings will
- beft appear in the anfwer fhe fent to lady
Trufty’s letter, which was in the follow-
ing terms:

To lady, TrusTy.

¢ Madam,

i Received the honour of yours, and

fincerely thank you for the good
wifhes "and advice contained in it: be
affured, madam, I have a juft fenfe of
the value I ought to fet upon them,
and fhall henceforth do the utmoft in
my power to deferve it.—1I have, in.
deed, no parent to dirett, and but few
faithful friends to guide me through
the perplexing labyrinth of life. —1
coniefs, I have been too often mifled
by the .prevalence of example, and my
“awn idle caprice, —it is therefore the

¢ higheft

- " "~ " & L] ~ "N &~ ~ . =« L] :



Mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESs. 63

¢ higheft charity to thew me to myfelf.
¢ — I now fee, and am afhamed of the
¢ many inadvertencies I have been guilty
¢ of. — The dangers which a young wo-
¢ man, like me, muft neceffarily be con-
¢ tinually expofed to, appear to me, from
¢ what you fay of them, in their proper
¢ colours, and convince mes thatno per-
¢ fon of underftanding would condemp
¢ me, if to avoid fo many threatened ills,
¢ I flew to that afylum your ladythip has
¢ mentioned. — I will own to you yet
¢ farther, madam, that I am not 'infen-
¢ fible of the merits of mr. Trueworth,
¢ nor of the advantages, which would at-
¢ tend my acceptance of his propofals;
¢ but I know not how it is, I cannot all
¢ at once bring myfelf into a liking of
¢ the marriage ftate. — Be affured of this,
¢ that I never yet have feen any man,
¢ whom my heart has been more inclined
¢ to favoulj, and that, at prefent, I nei-
¢ ther receive, nor defire the addrefles -of
¢ any other. — There is no anfwering for
¢ events, but, in the way of thmkmg I
¢ now am, it feems not improbable, that
¢ I fhall one day comply with what my
¢ frinds take fo much pains in perfwad-
¢ ing me to. — In the mean time, I be-
¥ feech you to believe I fhall regulate my

l'pﬁopduft fo as to eafe you of all thofe

3 ap-
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< apprehenfions you are fo- good to enter-
¢ tain on my account. —I am,

¢ With a profound refpect,
5 ¢ Mapam, *
¢ Your ladyfhip’s moft obliged,
"« And moft devoted fervant,

¢ E. THOUGHTLESS,’

Mifs Betfy alfo anfwered her brother’s
letter at the fame time ; but the purport
of it being much the fame with that fhe
wrote to lady Ttufty, there is no occafion

. for inferting it. ' o

CHAP.
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. AIRSTUIRRS PSRRIV TITTRIT U LI

CHAP. VL

Seems to bring things pretty near a
conclufion. -

M ISS Betfy was now in as happy a

difpofition as any of her friends,- or
even mr. Trueworth himfelf could defire 5
—~ fhe liftened to the confirmations he
was every day. giving her of his paffion,
with the greateft affability, and much
more ferioufnefs and attention, than fhe
had been accuftomed. — The quarrel fhe
had with mifs Flora making her willing
to avoid her as much as poffible, he was
frequently alone with her whole hours to-
gether, and had all the opportunities he
could with of cultivating the efteem, the
made no fcruple of confeffing the had
for him. — As mr. Staple was now gone
out of town, purfuant to the refolution
he had taken, and no otherrival, at leaft
none encouraged by mifs Betfy, had as
yet feconded 'him, he had all the reafon
in the world to flatter himfelf, that the
accomplithment” of his" wifhes were not
far diftant,

Plays,
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Plays, — operas, — and mafquerac
were now beginning to come‘in vog
and he had the fatisfaction to fee his r
trefs refufe whatever tickets were offe
her for thofe diverfions, by any of
gentlemen who vifited lady Mellafin,
at the fame time readily agreed to
company him to thefe, or any other p
lic entertaihments, whenever he reque
- that favour of her. :

Mifs Betfy’s behaviour in this po
however, had’ more the air, than
reality of kindnefs to mr. Trueworth;
in effect it was not becaufe the would
accept of tickets from any other pe
than himfelf, but becaufe they were
fered by gentlemen of lady Mellafin’s
quaintance, and confequently, in ref
to her, mifs Flora had the fame f{l
in the invitation, with whom.fhe was
termined never more to be feen abro:

This required fome fort of contriva

- to be managed in fuch a manner a

~ give no umbrage to mr. Goedman,
lady Mellafin, for the former of wt
fhe had always a very great efteem,
did not chufe to afford the. latter.
caufe of complaint againft her, while
continued to live in the fame houfe
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"The method fhe took therefore to avoid
a thing fo difagreeable to her, and at the
fame time to give no occafion of offence,
was always to make choice of one di-
verfion, when the knew - mifs Flora was
pre-engaged to another.

To partake of thefe pleafures, which
'mr. Trueworth, {eeing into her temper;
wis almoft every day prefenting, fhe in-
vited fometimes one lady, fometimes ano~
ther of thofe the converfed with ; but the
perfon who moft frequently accompanied
her, was mifs Mabel, a young lady, who

lived in the next ftreet, and whom fhe

1ad been acquainted with ever fince her
‘oming to London, but had not been al-
ogether fo agreeable to her, as fhe really
eferved, and otherwife would have been,
f lady Mellafin and mifs Flora had not
eprefented her as a prying, cenforious,
[l-natured creature, and, in fine, given
er all the epithets which compofe the
haratter of a prude.

She was, indeed, both in principles
nd behaviour the very reverfe of mifs
"lora 3 — the was modeft without affe@ta-
ion, -— referved without aufterity, —
heaefl - without levity, — compaffionate
polent in her nature, — and, to
‘was perfedtly fincere : — mifs
i Betfy

(% R

PR
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- Betfy had never wanted penetration enough
to fee, and to admire the amiable quali-
ties of this young lady, nor had been at
all influenced by the charalter given of
her by lady Mellafin and mifs Flora,
but being herfelf of too gay and volatile |
a temper, the more ferious. deportment
of the other gave fomewhat of a check
to her’s, and for that reafon rendered her !
fociety lefs coveted by her. — The letter
of lady Trufty, however, joined to the
late accidents which had happened, hay- .
ing now given her a turn of mind vaftly
different from what it had been a very
little time before, made her now prefer
the converfatidn of mifs Mabel, to moft
others of her acquaintance.

This young lady having been often in
mr. Trueworth’s company, with mifs
Betfy, faw enough into him to be affured-
the paffion he profeffed.for her was per- -
fe@tly honourable and fincere; and as
the had a real affection for her fair friend, -
_and thought it a match greatly to her
advantage, was perpetually remonftrating
to her, that the could not treat with too
. much complaifance, a lover fo every way

deferving of her, o

It is certain,; that what fhe faid on thls‘q
fcore, had fome weight with mifs Betf§:




7

. Mifs BeTsy THOUGHTLESS. 71
mr. Goodman alfo was every day admo-
nifhing her in behalf of mr. Trueworth,
-as he thought it his duty to do, both as
her guardian and her friend. — In fine,
never was a heart more befet,-— more
forced, as it were, into tender fentiments
than that of this young lady : — firft by
the merits and affiduities of the paffionate -
invader, and next by the perfwafions of
all thofe, who fhe had any reafon to be-
lieve had her intereft in view, and wifhed
to fee her happinefs eftablifhed.

Enemy as fhe was by nature to feri-
ous reflection, -on any account, .much
more on that of marriage, every thing
now contributed to compel her to it;
fhe could not avoid feeing and confefling
within herfelf, that if ever fhe became a
wife, the title could not be attended
with more felicity, than when conferred
on her by a perfon of mr. Trueworth’s
fortune, character, and difpofition.

|

She was one day alone, and in a very
confiderative mood, when a letter was
brotight to her, which fhe was told came,
by the penny-poft; as fhe was not ac-
| cuftomed to receive any by that carriage,

it pretty ‘much furprifed her, but much

more fo, when having hattily: opened i,
|} fedound the contents as follow :

To
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To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS.

¢ Madam, :
¢ IT is with ‘an inexpreflible concern,
_ that I relate to you a thing, ~ which

¢ I am but too fenfible will give you
¢ fome difquiet, nor could have prevailed -
¢ with myfelf on any terms to have done
it, were it not to preferve you from -
falling into much greater affliCtions than
the difcovery I am about to make, can
poflibly infli¢t : — but not to keep you
in fufpence, —you are courted by a
gentleman whofe name is Trueworth ;
— he is recommended by your brother,
who, alas! knows him much lefs than
he imagines:— he has indeed a large
eftate,” and does not want accomplith-
ments to endear him to the fair fex, —
I with he had as much intrinfic honour
and fincerityo deferve, as he has per-
fonal endowments to acquire, the fa-
vours fo lavithly beftowed upon him.
— I hope, however, you have not been
fo much deceived by the innocence of
your own heart, and the fancied inte- -
grityw# his, as to be fo diftrattedly in
love with him, as he has the vanity to
boaft, - and your companion and fup-
pofed-“friend, mifs Mabel, reports you -
are : — if hxs defigns upon you are’ !

¢ fuch, ‘f;‘fi

"a & o ~ & & & o [ ~ "~ "~ ~ & L] a & & & & &
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¢ fuch as they ought 10 be, ne 35 & k0@
¢ afhamed to confels they are io; and
¢ the lady I juft meorioned, whipers &
¢ in all compamies, thar 2 martiaze wi
¢ youis of all dings m rhe wouril the
¢ fartheft from his thonghms. — e Diaiw
¢ ly fays, thar he buor mid=s wrh oo,
¢ ’till your brothers come to town, and
¢ will then find fome prer=nce 1o break
¢ entirely with youw,—pzrozlss, oo the
¢ {core of fortune ; bur of thar ¥ zm not
¢ pofitve, —1 on]y repzat iome part’ of
¢ thofe unhandfome expreffions his wn-
‘worthytongmhzsum.,d.

¢ But, madam, as I have given you

this intelligence, fo I think it my dury
¢ to offer you fome advice for your be-
* haviour, in fo nice and crizcal a junc-
ture. +—As he threarens to abandon you
on the armrival of your brothers, I
fhould think, that if you forbid him
your prefence, *dll that tme, it would
not only be a fure touchftone of his
aﬂ'e&xon, but alfo be a means of clear-
ing your reputation from thofe blemithes
it has received on his account. — After
.what I have. faid, I believe it would be
-peedlefs to add, 'that the lefs freel youk
:conyerfe with. mifs Mabel, the legs you-
will fuﬁ'er, both in the _]udgmcnt of ther

VOL. E ¢« worldg,
: )r
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¢ world, and your own future peace
¢ mind.

h%ht not this counfel bccaufe gmen '
€ bch the curtain, but be affured it
- 6 comes from one, who is,

¢ With the fincereft attachment,
¢ Mapawm, ' 1
¢ Your moft humble,.
¢ Though concealed fervant.

! {
If mifs Betfy had received this letter a
very {mall time before fhe did, .it might
probably have wrought on her all the
_effe® it was intended for ;. but the had-
fcarce read it half through, before the
lucky difcovery of mifs Flora’s—bafenefs,
fo feafonably made to her by mr. Saving,
came frefh into her mind,. and fhe wasat
no lofs to guefs at the malicious purpofe,
and the author of it, though wrote in a
hand altogether a ftranger to her.

She doubted not but it was a trick-of
mifs Flora’s, to caufe a feparation between
abtr and mr. Trueworth ; but the motives, .

ﬁwhch had inftigated her to do ‘this, were h
pot in her power to ‘conceive, RETIE:

A WY
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_ ¢« Revenge for her difappointed ex-
b < pettations,” faid the to herfelf, ¢ might
¢ make her take the fteps the did, on
< mr. Saving’s account; but what has
“ mr. Trueworth done to her ? — He
¢ never pretended love to her, —he
¢ neither flattered, or deceived her vanity,
¢ — it muft be therefore only a wicked -
« propenfity, — an envious, — unfocial
¢« difpofition, — a love of mifchief im-
¢« planted in her nature, and uncorreted
“ by reafon or principle, that has induced
« her to be guilty of this poor, — low,
¢« enervate {pight ; but I am refolved to
“ mortify it.”

manner fhe thould proceed, to do as fhe
had faid, and, I believe the reader will
acknowledge, fhe hit upon one, as effetual
. for -that end as could have been con-
| trived.

i e

k. She was not long confidering in what
i

)

She appeared extremely gay the whole
time of dinner, and as foon as it was over,
¢ I.will prefent you with a defert, fir,”
- fiid fhe to mr. Goodman: <« I’ll thew
- you what pains has been taken to break
off my ‘dcquaintance with mr. True-
worth, by fome wretch, who either
es me the honour of his affections,

‘ E 2 - ¢oor
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¢ or him the place they imagine he has
* in mine; but, I befeech you, read it,”
continued fhe, ¢ and I will appeal to
¢ you, lady Mellafin, and mifs Flora,
¢¢ 1f ever there was a more ftupid plot.”

¢¢ Stupid enough, indeed,” cried the
honeft merchant, as foon as he had done
reading, ¢ but it is yet more bafe.—I am
¢« glad, however,” continued he, < to
¢« find your good fenfe prevents you from
¢¢ being impofed upon by fuch artifices.”
— ¢ This is fo fhallow a one,”” anfwered
Jhe, < that a very fmall fhare of under-
¢ ftanding might ferve to defend any
~ ¢ one from being deceived by it. —I
- ¢¢ pity the weaknefs, while I defpife the
<« bafenefs of fuch mean incendiaries ; —
¢ mr, Trueworth, however, will faye
¢¢ the better for this attempt againft
¢ him ; —1I will now make no {cruple
¢ of preferring him to all mankind be-
~-..%¢ fides, — dnd perhaps, when my bro-
¢ thers arrive, fhall confent to gvery
#¢ thing he defires,” :

Lady Mellafin could not help applaud-
ing the {pirit and refolution fhe fhewed
on this occafion, and mr. Goodman was
quite charmed with it; and both of them
joined in the fevereft exclamations againft
the folly and wickednefs of the lettegs.
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writer ; but mifs Flora faid little, and as
foon as fhe could quit the table with de-
cency, went up into her chamber, faying,
fhe had a piece of work in hand, which
fhe was in hafte to finifh. .

\

If mifs Betfy had wanted any confir-
mation of the truth of her fufpicions, the
looks of mifs Flora, during this whole
difcourfe, would have removed all doubt
in her, and the opportunity of venting
the .fpleen fhe had fo juftly conceived
againft her, without feeming to do fo,
gave her a moft exquilite fatisfattion.

CHAP VIIL .
Is the better for being fhort.

MISS Flora retired to her chamber,
indeed, not to employ herfelf in the
manner the pretended, but to give a
loofe to paffions more inordinate and out-,
© rageous, than it would naturally be be-
Jieved could have taken poffeffion of fo

" “young a heart.
'! qBut it is now high time to let the
; {ee into the fecret fprings, which
er. wicked wit in motion, and in-

E 3 duced
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duced her to aét in the manner fhe had'

don‘qxf? '

Through the whole courfe.of the pre-
ceding pages, many hints have been given;
" that the inclinatiges of this young lady

were far from beiff \inblameable, and it

will not feem ﬁ:gagg;f that.a perfon of
the difpofition fhe has all along teftified,
fkould envy and malign thofe charms fhe
every day faw fo much extolled; and pre-
ferred above her own ;. but we do not
ordinarily find one, who all gdy and free,
like her, and who wvarious times, and
- for various objeéts, had experienced thofe
emotions which we call love, fhould, all
at once, be infpired with a paffion no
lefs ferious, than it was violent, for a
“perfon, who"never made the leaft addreffes
" to her on that account.:

~ Yet fo in effé&t it was:-— mr. True-
worth had been but a very few times in
her company, before fhe bégan to enter-
tain defires for her fair friend. — When-
ever the had an opportunity of fpeaking
to him alone, fhe made him many ad-
vances, which he either did not, or would
not interpret in the fenfe the meant them.
— This coldnefs, inftead of abating, but
the more inflamed her wifthes, and look-
ing on the paflion he had for mifs Bedf:.

A4
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as the only impediment to the gratifica-
tion of her inclinations, fhe curtt his con-
ftancy, and the beauties which excited it.
—So true is that obfervanon of mr.
Dryden, :

¢ Love! various minds does varioufly
¢ infpire;;
¢ He ftirs in gentle natures gentle fires,
¢ Like that of incenfz on the altar laid 5
¢ But raging flames tcmpeﬁuous fouls
. ¢ invade.
¢ A fire which ev’ry wmdy pafiicn
¢ blows,
¢ With pride it mounts, and with re-
' ¢ venge it glows.’

 Mifs F lora ‘was not of a temper, either
to bear the pangs of hopelefs love; in fi-
' ntgrief, or to give way too readily to
fp In fpite of the indifference fhe
rfelf treated with by mr. True-
rorth, the was not without hope, that if
> could by any means occafion a difunion
ween him and mifs Betfy, he would
» be brought to caft his eyes on her,

. retyrn her flame with fome degree of

ency.

i for this end fhe had taken fo
Jns in endeavouring to perfwade
& cither tq write, or fuffer her

E 4 T to
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to go, to mr. Staple, in order, as fhe
pretended, to undeceive that gentleman
in his opinion, that fhe was in love with
mr. Trueworth ; but her intentions, in
reality, were to make him believe, that
ke himfelf was the favoured perfon, and
had much the advantage over his rival
in the affetions of his miftrefs. — This
the doubted not would make him quit
his refolution of going into the country,
and encourage him to renew his court-
thip with the fame fervency as ever. —
The pride fhe knew mifs Betly took if a
multiplicity of lovers, and thé equality
with which fhe had carried herfelf be-
tween him and mr. Trueworth, and which
probably fhe would continue, feemed to
afford her a fair profpett of giving mr.
Trueworth fo much caufe of difcontent, as
to make him- break off with a. woggan,
who after what had paffed ma - dif-
tinction between him and the pefon he
had twice vanquithed in the field. — She
knew it would, at leaft, create a good
deal of perplexity among them, and de-
lay, if not totally prevent, the comple-
tion of what fhe fo much dreaded.

But this fcheme being rendered abor-
tive, by the feafonable difcovery “mifs,
Betfy had made of her perfidioufnefs, fhe;
fet her wits to work for fome other news
o e invcnri-




——————
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invention, and believing that mifs Betfy’s
pride would immediately take fire on the
leaft fufpicion of any infult being offered,,
either to her beauty or reputation, pro-
cured an agent to write the above inferted.
letter ; — the effet of which has been al-
seady fhewn.

This difappointment was the more

ievous. to her, as fhe had fo little ex-
pected it : —fhe broke the fticks of her
fan, tore everg0 thing that' came in her
way, — flew about the room, like a prin-
eefs in a tragedy ; — wanting the means:
of venting the rage fhe was poffefled of
in great things, fhe exercifed it in fmall.
— A fine petticoat of mifs Betfy’s hap-
pening to hang on the back of a chair,,
fhe threw a ftandith of ink upon it, as if
by agidcnt s and it is no breach of cha-
rity ¥~ helieve, would have ferved the
owne. _ nuch worfe manner, if her
power had béen equal to her will, and fhe
could have done it without dapger to herfelf..

'I’o’d to the fury and diftra&ion of
her mind, continuing ftill in her cham~
ber, and happening to be pretty near the
window, fhe faw mifs Betfy, mifs Mabel,
.d mr. Trueworth pafs by in a landau,

Ab#t gentleman having, it feems, invited

Jadies on a party of pleafure : —
v Eg ¢« You
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« You fhall not long enjoy. this fatis-
¢ faltion,” cried fhe to herfelf, < if it be
¢ in human wit o feparate you ;’* — but
at this fight, the turbulent paffions of her
foul becoming more outrageous, ¢ O may
¢ the machine that conveys you be
¢ thrown from off its wheels'!” purfued
fhe: ¢« May the wine you drink ge poi-
« foned ! — May the firft morfel you at-
< tempt to fwallow, miftake its way, and
¢ choak you in the paffage!" .

_ Thus did the rave, not like one pof-
fefled with feven, but feven thoufand
fiends, and had perhaps remained in this
wild way till her brain had been abfo-
lutely turned, if lady Mellafin, having
a great deal of company, had not pofi-
tively commanded her to come down,
after having fent feveral times in @ore

~ mild terms, to let her know vends'

were there.

It was fome days before the unhappy,
and more wicked, mifs Flora, cgld re-
colle&t her fcattered fenfes, endGgh for

. the contrivance of any further mifchief;

but thofe evil fpirits, to which fhe had
yielded but too much the maftery of her
beart, and all its faculties, at length id-
fpired her with, and enabled her in the
execution of, a defign of the moft'barba-
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rous kind, and which, for a time, fhe
faw fucccfsful even to her moi’c fanguine

expectations.

But while fhe was [ruminating on- pro-
je&ks, which had neithér virtue nor gene-
rofity for their patrons, mifs Betfy paffed
her days in that chearfulnefs which is the
conftant companion of uncorrupted in-
nocence, and a mind uninfluenced by any
tempeftuous paffions ; — but as it is na-
tural, even to the fweeteft tempersy to
take- plca.ﬁmrc in the mortification of thofe
who have endeavoured to- injure us with-
Qut caufe given on our parts, fhe could

not forbear being highly diverted to fee.

the pains mifs Flora took to conceal the
igward difturbance of her -foul : — the
ankward excufes the made, for the da-
mage done her petticat, gayve her more
fatisfattion, than fhe could have felt vexa-
tion for the fpoiling.the beft thmg fhe
had in the world.

" Mifs Mabel, to whom mifs Betfy had
imparted the whole of this affair, wassot
at all furprifed at that part of the letter
which related to herfelf, as fhe had often
been informed, by feveral of her acquain-
tamde, of the charalter given of her by -
amaalicious girl ; ‘but neither of thele

0§ E 6 . . young

-

"%‘f
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young ladies could be able to. imagine,
as they fufpetted not her paffion for mr.
Trueworth, from what fource this pre-
* tended enmity to him was derived.

- It would certainly have greatly contri-
buted to the happinefs of that gentleman,
to have known in what manner his mif«
trefs had refented the injuftice” had beens.
done him ; but mifs Betfy . forbore to let:
him into the fecret, as being already fuf-
ficiently convinced of the fincerity of his
affection, and would not put him to the
trouble of giving her new proofs. of it
by thewing him the ridiculous accufation,,
anonymoufly formed againft him..
SRITMAUIRINTOUAA IR CRITIENTRIRIW

..

CHAP. VIIL

Contains fome incidents which will be

Jound equally interefling and enter-
© taiming, or the auther is very. muck
- miflaken.

MR. Trueworth had all the reafon imas

. ginable from the whole deportment

of mifs Bet{y towards him, to believe that

.a there wanted Lttle more for the conelws.
%" fon of his marriage with her, than the
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arrival of her two brothers ; fhe had often
told him, - whenever he prefled her on
that {core, that fhe would give no defini-,
tive anfwer, till the had received the ad-
vice and approbation of the elder mr.
Thoughtlefs.

. That gentleman was now expected in
a few days, and mr. Francis Thoughtlefs.
having intelligence of his being on his
return, was alfo preparing to leave

L———, in order to meet him on his

firft arrival in London ; but during this
fhort fpace of time, fome events fell out,,
which put a great damp on the gaiety
of thofe, who "had with fo much . impa-
tience withed for their approach.

@ Mr. Trueyorth had an aunt, who be-
fides being the neareft relation he had
living, and the only one in London, was
extremely refpected by ham, on account
of her great prudence, exemplary virtue,,
and the tender affection the had always.
teftaidde for him. — This good lady
thought herfelf bound by duty, as fhe
was led by love, to- make a thorough en-

uiry into the charatter of the youag per-

n her nephew was about to marry:
=—the was acquainted with many who.
adi been in company with mifs Betfy,,
ywere witnefles of ber. behaviour ; —

«ifq

-
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fhe afked the opinion of thofe among
them, whom fhe looked upon as- the moft
candid, concerning the match now on the
carpet, and was extremely troubled to
find their anfwers fuch, as were no way .
conformable to the idea mr. Trueworth

‘had endeavoured to infpire her ‘with of

his miftrefs’s perfetions : — they all, in-

- deed, agreed that the was handfome,-

‘.was contmua

well- {haped — genteel, —had -a great
deal of wit, vivacity, and good-humour;
but thook their heads when any of thofe-
requifites to make the marriage-ftate agree-
able were mentxoned i

Poor tmﬁ Betfy, as the Teader has had
but too much opportunity to obferve,
was far from fetting forth te any adyan-
tage, the real good qualitieséhe was pofi§
fefled of : — on the contrary, the- levity
of her conduét rather dlsﬁgured the na-
tive innocence df het mind, gnd the pu-
rity ‘of her intentions ; for that, accordmg

‘to the poet, , v e

t s
© ¢ All faw her fpots, ‘bt few hcr bright-
"r . ¢ nefs took.”  *

" The old lady riot being able to hear

. amf* thing concerning het intended niece,

bt what was eatky 1o her diffatisfattion, -
ﬁ; rcmonﬁtatmg to ms
Trugworthy”
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Trueworth, that the want of folidity in

a wife was one of the worft misfortunes .,

that could attend a marriage-ftate ; —
that the external beauties of the perfon
could net atone for the internal 'defets of
the mind ; — that a too great gaiety du
cceur, frequently led women into errors

without their defigning to be guilty of’

them ; and conjured him to confider well
before the irrevocable words, ¢ I take
¢ you for better and for worfe,” were patft,
how ill it would fuit, either with his ho-
nour, or his peace of mind, if the whom
he now withed to make his partner for
life thould, aft¢r the became fo, ‘behave
in the fame manner the now did.

.. &

Mg Trueworth liftened to what fhe
Qid, with al?the attention the could de-
fire, but,was tod paffionately in love to be
much influencéd by it: —-not that he
did not fee.there were fome miftakes in
the gonduct of mifs Betfy, which he could
wifh refornted, yet he could not look
upd¥™ as fo_dangerous to her virtue
and reputation, ahd therefore omitted no
- arguments, whith he thought might jufti-
fy his choice, and clear the accufed fair
one from all blame, in the eyes of a per--

Afitous, of obtainjng.

y (o . . : - . ‘tc o
IRY — \‘de.
‘. ." ~ v

fon, whofe approbation he was very %e-
) .
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- The warmth with which he fpake,
convinced his aunt, that to oppofe his in-
clinations in this point was only warring,

. with the winds, fhe defifted from fpeak-
ing any more againft the marriage, and
. contented herfelt with telling him, that

=]

fince he was bent on making mifs Betfy

* his wife, fhe fhould be glad if, at leaft,

- he would remove her into the country,
and prevent her returning to this town,
as long as-poffible.

This laft counfel had a great deal .of

weight with mr. Trueworth ; — he had
- often withed in his heart, when feeing

her, as he often did, encompaffed with a
crowd of fuch; whom his good under-
ftanding made him defpife; .that if %vemny
he became her hufband, it might be in.
his power to prevail on-her, to break off
acquaintance with the greateft part of
thofe fhe at prefent converfed with; and
now being admitted to entertajn her tith.
more freedom and ferioufnefs tin ewer,,
he refolved to found her fentiments on
that fcore, and try to difcover how far
fhe could relifh the retirements of a coun~
try life.

*

» Accordingly, the next vifit he made to.,
%l;ﬁ he began to reprefent, in the *moft’

i
Wit
s

-
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pathetic terms he was able, the true feli-
city that two people, who loved each
other, might enjoy when remote from the
noife and interruption of a‘throng of giddy
vifitors. — ¢ The deity of {oft defires,”
faid he, ¢ flies the confufed glare of pomp
¢ and public fhews; —’tisin the fhady
¢« bhowers,. or on the banks of a fweet
¢ purling ftream, he fpreads his downy
¢ wings, and wafts ten thoufand name-
¢ lefs pleafures on the fond, — the inno-
+ ¢ cent, — and the happy pair.”

He was going on, but fhe:interrupted
him with a Joud laugh;— ¢ Hold, —
« hold,” cried fhe, ¢ was there ever {fuch
“ a romantic defcription? — 1 wonder
« how fuch filly ideas come into your
«"head ? — Shady bowers! and purling
¢ ftreams !'— Heavens, how infipid ! —
‘% Well,? centinued, fhe, . ¢¢ you may be
s¢.the . Strephon : of the woods, if you
« think. fit;. bur I fhall .never envy
« the happinefs of the Cloe that accom-
“ panies.cyou in thefe fine. receffes,<—

«.What!.to be cooped up: like a tame
"« dovey only to coo, — and bill, —and

¢ .breed ? — O, it would be a delicious
¢ life indeed!”.” - .

ir, Tmc.'ror.tl_\ now. perceived, to his .
all vexation, the late ferioufnefs he -
. had




-
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had obferved in mifs Betfy, and which
had given him fo much fatisfaction, was

" no more than a fhort-lived interval, —a

fudden ftart of reafon and recolleétion
foon diffipated, and that her temper, in
reality, was ftill as light, as wild, and as .
inconfiderate as ever. — The ridicule with
which fhe treated what he faid, . did not,
" however, hinder him from proceeding in
the praife of a country life ; but happen-
ing to fay, thatinnocence could no where
elfe be fo fecure, fhe prefently took up
the word, and. with a_ difdainful air re-
plied, that innocence in any one, but an
ideot, might be fecure in any place; to
which he retorted, that reafon was at
fometimes abfent,’ even in thofe who had
thc greateft fhare of it. at others.

Many fimart repartees. paﬁ'ed bctwccn
them on this-fubje&, in moft of which
mifs Betfy had the better ; but mr. True-
worth, net.willing to give up the’ point,
reminded her that Solomon, the moft luxu-
riant, and withal the wifeft of men, pro-
nounced, that all the gaieties and magma _
ficence of the earth were vanity and vexa-
tion of fpirit. — ¢ He did fo,” replied
fhe, with a {cornful {mile’; ¢ but it was
< not till he had enjoyed 3em all, and-
$ was grown pait the pow of en_]o‘ ng.
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« yet further : — when I am fo, ’tis pof-
« fible I may fay the fame o

Mr. -Trueworth finding fhe was pretty
much ftung at fome things he had faid,
and confcious that in this difcourfe he
had in fome meafure forgot the refpect
due from a lover to his miftrefs, would
not purfue the topic any farther, but, as
artfully as he could, turned the:conver-
fation on things more agreeable to mifs
"Betfy’s way of thinking : — he could not,
however, after they had parted, forbear
ruminating on the contempt fhe had
fhewn of a country life, and was not fo
eafy as the fubmiffivenefs of his -paffion
made him affe& to be, on taking leave.
This was, however, a matter of flight
moment 'to him, when compared with
what foon after enfued.

I believe, that from the laft letter of
mifs Forward to mifs Betfy, the reader
tiay fufpect it was not by a kinfman the
was maintained ; but it is proper to be
rifore pamcular on that affair, and fhew
how that unfortunate creature, finding-
hetfelf utterly . difcarded by her father,
¢hd abandoned to the utmoft diftreffes,
4 Mégepred of the offer made her by a rich
ailsismerchant, of ﬁvc gumeas a week to
iy mlﬁ:me.

But




y

¥

g2 The HISTORY of

But as few women, who have once loft
the fenfe of honour, ever recover- it again,
but, on the contrary, endeavour to lbfe
all fenfe of thame alfo, devote themfelves
to vice, and a&t whatever intereit or in-

* clination prompts them to; mifs For-

ward could not content herfelf with the
embraces, nor allowance of her keeper,
but received both the prefents and carefles
of as many as fhe had charms to attralt.

Sir ‘Bazil Loveit was a great favourite
with her, and if among fuch a plurality one
might be faid to have the preference, it
was he : — this young baronet had been
intimately acquainted with mr. Trueworth
abroad; — they had travelled together
through the greateft part of Italy, and
had been feparated only by mr. True-
worth’s being called home, on account .of
fome family affair. — Sir Bazil being but
lately arrived, they had not feeng each
other fince, ’till meeting by accident in
a coffee-houfe, they renewed their former
friendfthip. —After the ufual compliments,
mr. Trueworth propofed paffing the even-
ing together: to which fir Bazil replied,
that he fthould be glad of the opportunity,
but was engaged to fup with a lady; but,
faid he, after a paufe, ’tis where 1 can by -
free, and you fhall go with me. — T %

’ whi:

e
K
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‘which the other having . confented, fir

Bazil told him, as they were going towards

the houfe, that there would be no occa-
fion to ufe much ceremony; for it was
only to a lady of pleafure he was conduét-
ing him ; but added, that fhe was a fine
girl, — feemed to have been well brought
up, — had been but lately come upon the
town, and behaved with more modefty
than moft of her profeffion.

Mr. Trueworth had never any, great
relith for the converfation of thefe fort of
women, much lefs now, when his whole
heart was taken up with.an honourable
Fafﬁon for a perfon, who, in fpite of the
little errors of her condu¢t, he thought
deferving of his affeGions ; yet as he had
given his promife, he imagined, that to
go back would be too precife, and fubject
him to the raillery of his lefs fcrupulous
friend. . .

Mifs Forward, for it was fhe to whom
this vifit was made, received them in a
‘manner, which juftified "the charater fir

Bazil had given of her. — There was, -

however, a certain air of libertinifm, both
in her looks and geftures, which would
have convinced mr. Trueworth, if he had
-bof been to]d fo before, that fhe was one
4 chofe unhappy creatures, who make

traffic.
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traffic of their beauty. The gentlemen
had not been there above a quarter of an
hour, before a maid-fervant came into
the room, and told mifs Forward, that
a young lady, who faid her name was
Thoughtlefs, was at the door in a chair,
and defired to fee her ; — ¢ O my dear
¢« mi{s Betfy Thoughtlefs,” cried fhe,
¢¢ defire her to walk. up immediately.”—
¢ This is lucky,” faid fir Bazil, ¢ I
« wanted a companion for my frlend —_
¢« now each man will have his bird.”” —

¢« Hufh,” cried mifs Forward, ¢ Icax_\
¢ affure you fhe is virtuous, — take care
¢ what you fay.” :

Mr. Trueworth was fo much alarmed
at hearing the name of mifs Betfy, that
being retired to a window, in order to

recover himfelf from the confufion, he .

was in, that he heard not what mifs For-
ward had faid to fir Bazil : — mifs Betfy
prefently entering the room, mifs For-
ward ran to embrace her, faying, ¢« My
¢ dear mifs Betfy, how glad am I to fee
¢ you !”’ — To which the other returned,
¢« My dear mifs Forward, how afhamcd
¢« am I to have been fo long abfent! —
“ but one foolifh thing or other has fh.ll
¢ prevented my coming.”

sié.
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Sir Bazil then faluted her with a great
deal of politenefs, -though with lefs re-
fpeét than doubtlefs he would have done,
had he feen her in any other place. —
Mr. Trueworth, who by this time had re-
folved in what manner he thould adt,
now turned, and advanced towards the -
company, — mifs ‘Betfy on feeing himi,
cried out, in fome furprife, ¢« Mr. True-
« worth! good God! who thought of
« finding you here ?** — ¢ You did not,
¢« madam, I dare anfwer,” repliea ‘he,
with a very grave air, “ and I as little
¢« expected the honour of meeting you
¢« here.”” — O, yor are acquainted then,
faid fir Bazil, laughing, < this is merry
¢ enough, — I find we are all right.”

Mr. Trueworth made no direét anfwer
to this, but endeavoured to affume a gaiety
-conformable to that of the company he
was in : — after fome little time being
paft in difcourfe on ordinary affairs, mifs
Forward took mifs Betfy into the next.
room to return the money fhe had been
fo kind to lend her at mrs.Nightfhade’s,
and told her, fhe had much to fay to her,
sbut sould .not be fo rude to leave the gen-
ithomen for any long: time. — While they
wpre abfent, which indeed was not above .
_Belf.a minute, * Thisisa dcliciouis,giir}‘;’;
TV T al
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faid fir Bazil to mr. Trueworth, ¢ ’faith
¢t Charles, you will have the beft of the
¢ market to-night.,” — What reply mr.
Trueworth would have made is uncertain,
— the ladies returned that inftant, and
the converfation be¢ame extremely {pright-
ly, though, on fir Bazil’s part, fome-
times interfperfed with expreflions not al-
together confiftent with that decorum, he
would hLave: obferved towards women of
' reputation, ‘

Mifs Betfy, far from thinking any ill
herfelf, took every thing as well meant,
and replied to whatever was .uXered by
this.gay young gentleman, witha free-
dom, which, to thofe who knew her not
perfectly, might juftly: render her liable
to cenfure. — Mr. Trueworth would fain
have taken fome fhare,.if poffible, in this
-converfation, in order to conceal the per-
plexity of his thoughts, but all his en-
" deavours were ineftectual, and though his
.words were fometimes gay, the tone with
which he fpoke them plainly fhewed,
that his heart was very far from. corre-
fponding with his expreflions. '

Sir Bazil having ordered a handfame
fupper, mifs Betf{y ftayed till it was ovér;
and then rofe up, and took her leawe;
faying, fhe was obliged to go Liome, . ahfl
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write fome letters. — As. none of them
had any equipage there, a hackney coach
was ordered to be called, and mr. True-
worth offering to accompany her, fir Ba-
zil, on waiting on them down ftairs, faid
ta him fome merry things on the occa-
fion, which, though mifs Betfy did not
comprehend, her lover underftood the -
meaning of but too well for his peace of

mind.

SERLTNDLTARATE D

CHAP. IX.
Is yet more interefting than the former,

NY one may judge what a heart, pof-

> feffed of fo fincere and honourable a
flame, as that of mr. Trueworth’s, muft
feel, to fee the beloved objett fo intimate
with a common proftitute ; it fhall fuf-
fice therefore to fay, that his anxieties
were fuch as prevented him from being
able to recover himfelf enough to fpeak
to mifs Betfy on that fubjet, as he would
do ; he forbore mentioning it at all, and
faid very little to her on any other, while
they. were in the coach, and having feen
hew, fafe into mr. Goodman’s houfe, took
h ve, and went home, where he paf-
« IL . F fed
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fed a night of more vexation than he ever
had before experienced.

. Fain would he have found fome excufe
for mifs Betfy’s condu in this point, —
fain would he have believed her innocent
as fhe was lovely, but could not tell how
to conceive there was a poffibility for
true virtue to take delight in the com-
pany of vice; but were there even fucha
thing in nature, the fthew of incouraging
an infamous ation, he knew not how to
brook in a woman he intended to make
his wife. :

~ He now acknowledged the juftice of
bis aunt’s remonftrances ; and by what
che levity of mifs Betfy made him at pre-
fent endure, forefaw what his honour and
his peace of mind muft hereafter continu-
ally endure, if he fhould once become a
hufband : — never were thoughts fo di-
vided, — fo fluGtuating as his; — his good
underftanding, and jealoufy of honour,
convinced him, there could be no lafting
happinefs with a perfon of mif Betfy’s
temper ; but then the paffion h¢ had for

her, flattered him with the hopes, thatas .

all the faults the was guilty of; fprung
rather from want of confideration than
defign, fhe might be reafened out
them, when once he had gained fof
i 3

4
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upon her affetions, as to find he might
take the liberty of painting -them to her
in their proper colours,

He often afked himfelf the queftion,
whether he could be able to break with
her or not; and finding by the pangs,
which the every idea of an utter fepara-
tion infli¢ted on him, that he could not,
had no other meafures to take than to
fubmit with patience, — to appear fatisfy-
ed with every thing that pleafed her, and
to contrive dll the methods he. could,
without her perceiving he did fo, of fteal-
ing, by gentlé degrees, into her mind, a
di relif{\ of fuch things a3 were unbecoming
in her. .

He had but juft ‘rofe from a bed,
which that night had afforded him but
little repofe, when he was told fir Bazil
Lovit, to whom he had given his direc-
tions the day before, was come to wait
u him. — Mr. Trueworth was_very
gﬁ; of it, being impatient to undeceive
him in the opinion he found he had en-
tertained of mifs Betfy. — They had not
beeri three minutes together before the
oflier gave him an opportunity, by fome
R’  interrogatories concerning the

¢ after looking round the room,

3 3?'-.‘. Y Nl
PENGYZAVIAY, Foot

ons of the paft night, and among
) F2 - afked
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afked him, how he had difpofed of his
nratty Betfy? To all which mr. True-
*h replied, with a very ferious air,
: Bazil, though I muft own there
.e many appearances to juftify your
miftake, yet; I hope, my word and
¢¢ honour will out-balance them. —1 do
¢ affure you, fir, that'lady, whom you
¢ think and fpeak fo lightly of, is a wo-
¢ man of fortune, family, and reputa-
¢¢ tion.” — ¢ I am forry then,” faid fir
<« Bazil, very much furprifed, €I treated
¢t her in the manner I did. — My Nancy,
< indeed,” continued he, meaning mifs
Forward, ¢¢ told me fhe was virtuous,
¢« but I did not regard what fhe faid on
¢ that fcore; — I know it is a trick
¢« among them to fet off-one another, to
¢ draw in us men : < but prithee, dear
¢¢ Charles, are you in earneft ?*’ — Mr.
Trueworth then, after having made a fe-
cond affeveration that he was fincere in
what he faid, proceeded to give him fome
account of mifs Betfy’s family, circum-
ftances, and manner of life ; adding,
. that nothing could be more furprifing to
hing, than to have met her in that place;
¢¢ but,” faid he, ¢¢ thesmuft certainly be
¢ unacquainted with the‘character of the |
$¢ woman fhe came, to vifit.”

< Such
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« Such a thing might poffibly happen,*’
replied fir Bazil, ¢ and I think you would
¢ do well to give her a hint of it.” —
« Doubtlefs,” cried the other, ¢ I a
-¢¢ doubly bound fo to do, firft by my
«¢¢ own honour, and next by the friend-
+¢¢ fhip I have for fome of her kindred.”
— No farther difcourfe paflfed between
them on this fcore, and the remaining
time they were together being taken up
on matters altogether foreign to the bu-
finefs of this hiftory, there is no occafion
for making any mention of it. '

Sir Bazil ftayed fo long, that when he
had taken his leave, it was too late for
mr. Trueworth to make a morning vifit
to mifs Betfy, as he intended to have
done; fo was obliged to defer it till the
afternoon, though fince his- firft acquain-
tance with her, he never had felt more
impatience to fee her.

As he had much in his head to fay
to her, on the, fubjett of the preceding
‘day, 'he went as foon as he thought din-
ner was éntirgly over at mr. Good-
~man’s, in ortler to have an opportunity
,of talking with her, before any other .
' ¢ompany came in : — fhe was then in her
ggbamber drefling, but he waited not long
B F 3 - before

!.gv«@". ' S
ke
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before fhe came down, and appeared
more lovely and dazzling in his eyes
than ever. — This happened to be the
firft day of her putting on a very rich,
and extremely well-fancied gown, and
either becaufe it was more becoming than
any of thofe he had feen her in before,
" or becaufe of the pleafure ladies of her
age and humour generally feel on fuch
occafions, a more than ufual brightnefs
fhone in her eyes, and was diffufed through
all her air; and after having made her
fome compliments on the elegance of Ex
tafte in drefs, ¢ I fuppofe, madam,” faid
he, ¢ thus fet forth, and equipped for
¢ conqueft, you do not mean to ftay at
« home this evening.’’ — ¢¢ No, indeed,”.
replied fhe, ¢ I am told there is a new
‘< tragetly to be alted to-pight at Lin-
«¢ coln’s-Inn-Fields, and ¥ would not for
<« the world mifs the firft night of 3 new
s¢ play.” '

On this mr. Trueworth afked if he
.might have leave to wait upon her there?
— With all my heart,”” anfwered fhe,
<< none of the gentlemen of my acquain- .
¢ tance know any thing of my going,
“ fo could not offer to gallant me, and
¢ there is only one lady goes with me.”
- — ¢ Mifs Mabel, I guefs,” cried mr.

Trueworth. — No,” anfwered mifs ’Bqﬁ

. ’ o« ]
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¢ fhe is engaged to the other houfe to-
< night, fo I fent to defire the favour of
¢ that lady, you faw me with laft night, .
¢ to give me her company.”

¢ You will have more if you have
¢ her’s, I doubt not,” faid.he; ¢ but
¢ fure, madam, you cannot think of be-
« ing feen with a woman of her fame,
¢ in a place fo public-as the playhoufe.”
— Mifs Betfy was aftonithed to hear him
fpeak in this manner, and demanded of
him, in fomewhat of a haughty tone,
what it was he meaned? ¢ Firft, ma-
“¢¢ dam,” refumed mr. Trueworth, ¢ give
¢¢.me leave to atk yeu, how long fince, .
¢« and by what accident, your intimacy
¢« with this woman ‘commericed ?*”* —
¢ Though your interrogatories,” replied
fhe, ¢¢ are made in fuch a fafhion, as
« might well excufe me from anfwering -
them, yet for once I may give you
« the fatigfaction you defire : — mifs For-~
« ward and I were together at the board~
¢« ing-fchool, — we mutually took a lik~ -
« ing to each other, I believe from a pa-
“ rity of humours and inclinations, and
¢« fince her coming to London have re-
“ newed that friendfhip we began in our
% more tender years.”

F4 &< Friends -



T1o4 The HISTORY of

¢ Friendfhips begun in childhood,
% madam,” anfwered he, with a very
grave air, ¢ ought to be continued or
¢« broke off, according as the parties per-

¢« fevere in innocence, or degenerate into

¢ vice and infamy. — This caution ought

¢ to be more peculiarly obferved in per-

¢ fons of ft'our fex, as reputation in you

¢« once loft, is never to be retrieved. —

¢¢ Remember, madam, what your favou-
« rite author mr. Rowe fays on this oc-
<« cafion : .

« In vain with tears the lofs the may:
¢« deplore,

¢ In vain look back to what fhe was
¢¢ before, ‘ :

¢« She fets, like ftars that fall, to rife
¢¢ no more. .

Mifs Betfy was fo piqued at thefe re-
monftrances, that fhe had fcachpatience
to contain herfelf, ’till he had given over
fpeaking. ¢ Goodlack,” cricd fhe, ¢ how
<¢ fententious you are grown! —but, I
¢ hope, you have not the infolence to
¢ imagine I am guilty of any thing that
< might juftly call my reputation - in
¢ queftion ?”> — ¢ No, madam,” replied
he, ¢ far be it from me to fufpeét you
¢ of any thoughts, but fuch as might be-
' ’ & come.
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¢ come the purity of angels ; — but the
¢ more bright you are, - the more thould
“ we lament to fee the native luftre of
‘¢ your mind clouded, and blemifhed by
s¢ the faults of" others — Permit me,
¢ madam, to tell you, that to continue
¢ an intimacy with a woman of mifs For-
‘¢ ward’s charater, muft infallibly draw
¢ you into inconveniencies, which you
s¢ want but to forefee to tremble at.”

¢« If you have the affection for me you
¢ pretend,” faid fhe, haughtily, ¢ and
¢ could forefee the averfion I have to a
¢¢ cenforious temper, it is yourfelf would
¢« have caufe to tremble. — I love mifs
<« Forward, and neither ‘know, nor will
¢« believe, any ill of her. — Whenever I
¢« am convinced, that fhe is unworthy of
« my friendthip, it muft be by her own
¢¢ ations, not by the report of others.—
¢¢ Therefore, mr. Trueworth, if you dé-
¢ fire to continue on good terms with
“ me, ®ou muft forbear to interfere with
« what company I keep, nor pretend to
« prefcribe rules for my condudy at
¢ Jeaft till you have more right to do
&« {fo.”? -

- ¢« 1 fhall never, madam, prefume to
4« prefcribe,” replied he ; « but fhall .l
o ways think it ‘my duty to advile you,
Ii_»- F 5 - (& m‘




306 The HISTORY of

¢ in a matter, which fo nearly concerns,
¢¢ not only yourfelf, but all who have an
< relation to you, either by bloed or af-
¢« fection.” — Though thefe words, as
well as all he had faid on this occafion,
were uttered in the moft refpe@ful accents,
yet mifs Betfy was not able to imagine
the leaft contradiction fuited with the
character of a lover, was offended beyond
all meafure ; — fhe frowned, — rofe haftily -
$rom her chair, — walked about the room
in a difordered motion, == told him the
_ nature of the acquaintance between them
did not authorife the liberties he tooky =
that fhe would not bear it, and defired,
_ that he would either leave her, or change
t}lx;l: converfation to fomewhat more agree-
able. : :

Mr. Trueworth, who as yet had faid
little, in comparifon with what he intend- -
ed to fay on this fubje®, was fo much
" fhocked at the impofiibility he found of
engaging her attention, that fer fome
time he was incapable of fpeaking one
word. — During this paufe, a fervant
prefented a letter to mifs Betfys — ¢« QI’*
cried fhe, as foon as fhe looked on the
fuperfcription, ¢ It is from my dear mifs
¢ Forward ; =1 hope nothing has hap-; .
<« pened to prevent her going with mes:
¢ to the play.” —She made this exclas.
o - % miation
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mation merely to vex mr. Trueworth,
and for that purpofe, alfo, read the billet
loud enough for him to hear what it con~ .
tained, which was as follows:

To mifs Bersy THOUGHTLESS.
1

¢ My dear mifs Betfy, .

% SINCE I received your rﬁeﬂ'age, I
s ot -a perfon to fecure places for us
¢ in the box, fo we need not go till ﬁ_x

, i
ViR, G
o R .

* o’clock ; but I am quite algm
¢« you are difengaged fhould g
s would come direCtly to Iy
& cver, ‘ ‘

¢¢ With the moft perfect amity,
¢ My dear mifs Betfy,
& Your very much obliged, &, .
« And humble fervant,

¢« A. Forwarp.”

¢« Bid the meflenger,” faid mifs Betfy

to the fervant, ¢ tell the lady that I will
« wait upon her this moment, — and

¢ then call me a chair. — I muft comply

¢ with the fummansT have juft received,”

- faid fhe, turning to mr. Trueworth, ¢ fo

¢you muft excufe my leaving you, for
i; will not ftrain )120\161- ‘complaifance to

L
o
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¢« accompany me whete I am going;
<« but fhall be glad to fee you when you
¢¢ are in a better humour.” :

¢« I am ready, madam, to.attend you
¢ any where,” faid mr. Trueworth, even
¢« to mifs Forward’s,— and will pafs the
¢ whole evening with you, if you pleafe,
¢ in her apartment; — but, I befeech
¢¢ you, do not think of going to the play
¢ with a woman of her clafs: — do not
¢« expofe yourfelf in a place where fo
¢ many eyes will be upon you : — refleét,
¢ for heaven’s fake, what your modefty
. ¢ will fuffer, in feeing yourfelf gazed
-¢¢ and pointed at, by thofe to whom fhe
¢ fells her favours ; — and refle¢t yet far-.
*¢¢ ther, what they will judge of you.”
— ¢ You grow {currilous, fir,” cried
. the, ready to burft with paffion, ¢ I will
~¢¢ hear no more.” — Then running to
the door, afked if the chair was come,
and being told it was, ¢ Farewell, fir,”
faid fhe, as fhe was going into it, ¢“ when . -
“ I want a {py to infpet, or a governor
“ to dire&t my actions, the choice, per-
& haps, may fall on you.”

" Mr. Trueworth, who, at this treatment,
was not quite mafter of himfelf, retorted,’
with fome warmth, and loud enough to
be heard by her, as the chairmen were:”

X ] » _carryingj o
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carrying her to the fteps of the houfe,
<. The choice, madam, perhaps, may not
¢« be yours.ta make.”” — With thefe
words he went haftily away, half refolv-
ing in his mind never to fee her more. -

CHAP X -

Cannot fail qf excit;ng— cémpq[ion in
. fome readers, though g8 may move
otbers to laughter.

T HE few remonftrances mifs Betfy
would vouchfafe to liften to from
mr. Trueworth, had a much greater ef-
fect upon her mind, than her pride, and
the exceflive homage fhe expetted from
her lovers, would fuffer to make fhew of,
or than he himfelf imagined. — She had
too much difcernment, heedlefs as the

‘ was, not to know he was above any little
malicious inuendos ; but, on the contrary,
was extremely cautious in regard to the
character of whomfoever he {poke ; — fhe
feared therefore he had but too good
gtounds for the uneafinefs he exprefled,

or her continuing a correfpondence with -

“'mifs Forward ;- fhe knew that fhe had
- .fgen faulty, and could not be affured the

. - %

@ tot ftill fo; and it was morc owing

L
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to her impatience to be afcertained of the
truth, than to any real refentment fhe
had conceived againft mr. Trueworth,
that fhe complied with the invitation of
her now fufpetted friend, and re-
folved to put the queftion home to
her, concerning her prefent manner of
life, and the means by which fhe was"
fupported : — fhe had found her removed
from the loweft degree of penury and
wretchednefs into a %:ate, equal to what
fhe could have béen miftrefs of, had fhe
~ been re-eftablithed in the favour of “her
father ; and now, for the firft time, be-
§an to think it ftrange fhe fhould be fo,
rom the mere bounty of a diftant rela-
tion, to whom in her utmoft diftrefs fhe
had never applied, nor even once men-
tioned in the recital of her melancholly
hiftory: — ¢« I will talk to her,” faid
fhe to herfelf, ¢¢ watch carefully, not only
s the replies fhe makes to what I fay,
¢ but alfo her very looks, unperceivi

¢ my fufpicions, and if I find the leﬁ
¢ room to believe what mr. Trueworth
¢ has infinuated, fhall pity, but will
¢ never fee her more.” '

In this prudent difpofition did fhe en-
ter the lodgings of mifs Forward, but had
no opportunity for the execution of her,
purpofe ; = fome company, which fhe:

. ' herfelf - -
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herfelf thought, by their behaviour, to
be not of the bef} fort, :happening to be
juft come before her, and departed not
till it was time to go to the play. —
Mifs Betfy was more than once about to-
tell mifs Forward, that fhe had changed
her mind, and would not go; but her
complaifance, as having been the perfon
who made the firft propofal, as often
ftopped her mouth.

In fine, they went, but the houfe: be-
ing very full, and the fellow, who had
been fent to  keep places for them, go-
ing fomewhat too late, they were obliged
to content themfelves with fitting in the
third row.—This, at another time, would
have been a matter of fome mortification
to mifs Betfy; but in the humour fhe
now was, to fhew herfelf was the leaft of
her care. — Never had fhe entered any
place of publick entertainment with fo
little fatis?a&ion s — mr. Trueworth’s
words ran very much in her mind ; —
fhe had loft no part of them, and though
fhe could not bring herfelf to approve of
the freedom he had taken, yet, in her
heart, fhe could not forbear confefling,
that his admonitions- teftifyed the moft
zealous and tender care for her reputa-
tion ; and if given by any one, except a- -
! . lover,

| (R
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lover, would have demanded more of her
thanks than her refentment. ‘

But, alas! thofe ferious confiderations
were but of fthort duration : — the brillant
audience, — the mufick, — the moving
{cenes exhibited on the ftage, and above
all the gallantries, with which herfelf and
mifs Forward were treated, by feveral
gay young gentlemen, who, between the
atts, prefented them with fruits and fweet-
meats, foon diffipated all thofe reflections,
which it was fo much “her intereft to
have cherithed, and fhe once more re-
- lapfed into her former felf. :

. Towards the end of . the play, there

were two rakes of diftinction, that ftuck
very clofe to them, and when it was end-
ed, took the liberty to invite them to fup
at a tavern ; — mifs Betfy ftarted at the
motion, but was very well pleafed tofind
mifs Forward thewed- an equal diflike to
it. — ¢ You will give us leave then,”
¢ gried one of the gentlemen, ¢ to guard
¢ you fafe home, ladies?”” — < That I
¢ think, my dear,” faid mifs Forward to
mifs Betfy, ¢ may.be granted, for the
« fake of being protected from the infults
¢« of thofe, who may know lefs how to
¢ behave towards our fex.” %

P
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Mifs Betfy making no oppofition, they
all four went in a hackney coach to mifs
Forward’s lodging, it being agreed upon
between them, that mifs Betfy thould be
fet down there, and take a chair from
thence to mr. Goodman’s. — Nothing in-
decent, nor that could be any way thock-
ing to the moft ftri¢t modefty, being of-
fered during their - paffage, on their
alighting from the coach at mr. Screener’s
door, mifs Forward thought, that to afk
them to come in would incur no cen-
fure from her fair friend, as they had be-
'haved with fo much civility and com-
plaifance ; — accordingly fhe did fo, and
they, who expected no lefs, took each
man his lady gy the hand, and immedi-
ately tript up ftairs. "

. Mifs Betfy did not prefently make any
offer to go home, becaufe the thought it
would appear very odd in her to leave
: companion with two ftrange gentle-
:n. — She little guefled the defigns they

d in their heads, and doubted not but

7- would foon take leave ; — fhe did

, however, continue in this miftake
—1any minutes, for one of them draw-"
aifs Forward to a window, in order

ak to her with more privacy, the

+hat he might have the better op-
portunity
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portunity to do fo, addrefled himfelf to
mifs Betfy, — ¢¢ How . killing handfome

‘¢ you are,” faid he, taking her by both -

her hands, and looking full in her face,
¢ What a pity it is you did not fhine in
< the front to-night? By my foul you
« would have out-dazzled all the titled
¢ prudes about you.”

¢ Pifh,” replied fhe, ¢« I went to fee
¢ the play, not to be feen myfelf.” —
¢ Not to be feen!” cried he, ¢¢ why then
¢¢ have you taken all this pains to empty
¢ the whole quiver of Cupid's arrows to
¢ new point thofe charms you have re-

¢ ceived from nature ? — Why does the

¢ jeflamine, and the blooming violet
¢ play wanton in your hair ? — Why is
the patch with fo much art placed on
¢¢ the corner of this ruby lip, — and here
¢ another to mark out the arched fymme-
¢ try of the jetty brow ? —Why does the
glittering folitaire hang pendant on the
¢ fnowy breaft, -but to attract, and allure
¢ us poor, admiring men, into a Plcaﬁng

¢ ruin?”

Mifs i3etfy anfwered this raillery in its
kind, and as fhe had a great deal of ready

- wit, would foon perhaps, had the fame’

ftrain continued, have left the beau no«~

‘thing ‘to fay for.himfelf; but mifs Fee=
: - ward,,

i
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ward, and the other gentleman having
finifhed what they had to' fay, coming
towards them, put an end to it.— ¢ What
¢ do you think,” cried mifs Forward,
< this gentleman fwears he won’t go out
¢¢ of the houfe, till I give him leave to
¢« fend for a fupper ?” — ¢ Youmay do
¢ as you pleafe,” faid mifs Betfy, ¢ but
¢ I muft be excufed from ftaying to par-
< take of it.”’ — Whether fhe was reall
in earneft or not, is not very material, -
but her refufal was looked upon. only as
a feint, and they prefled her to tarry in
fuch a manner, as fhe could not well
avoid complying, even though fhe had
beeh more averfe, in effe®, than for fome
time fhe pretended to be.

The converfation was extremely lively,
-and tho’ fprinkled with fome double en-
tendres, could not be faid to have an
thing indecent, or that could raife ablufg
in tire faces of women who were accuf-
tomed to much company. — Mifs Betfy
bad her fhare in all the innocent part of
what was faid, and laughed at that which
was lefs fo. — But not to dwell on'trifles,
the forgot all the cautions given her by
mr. Trueworth, — confidered not that the
was in the company of two ftrange gen-
. .fhemen, and of a woman whofe charater
Jowas fufpected; nor, though fhe had ;
W : watch
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watch by her fide, regarded not how the
hours pafied on, ’till the heard the mghtly
monitor of time, cry, ¢ Paft twdve o
- ¢ clock, and a cloudy morning.”

After th:s fhe would not be prevailed
upon to ftay, and defired mifs Forward
to fend fomebody for a chair. — ¢« A
¢ chair, madam,” cried that gentleman,
who, of the two, had been moft particu-
lar in his addreffes to her, ¢ you cannot
<« fure imagine we fhould fuffer.you to go-
¢ home alone at this late hour £’ — ¢ |
¢ apprehend no great danger,” faid fhe,
« though I confefs it 1s a thing I have
¢¢ not been accuftomed to.” —He replied,
that in his company fhe fhould not begin
the experiment : — on this a coach was -
ordered. — Mifs Betfy made fome few—
fcruples at .committing herfelf to the
conduct of a perfon fo little known to
her. — ¢ All acquaintance muft have a
¢ beginning,” faid he, ¢ the moft inti-
< mate friends were perfect ﬁrangers at
¢ firft. — You may depend upon it I am
$6.a man of honour, and cannot be
¢ capable of an ungenerous a&xon

Little more was faid on the- occaﬁon;. :
and being told a coach was at the dogg
they took leave of mifs Forward, andg_ o)
other gentleman, and went down




M;ifs BeTsy THOUGHTLESs. 117

~— On ftepping into the coach, mifs Betfy
direéted the man where to drive; but the
gentleman, unheard by her, erdered him
to go to the bagnio in Orange-ftreet. —
They were no fooner feated; and the win-
dows drawn up, to keep out the cold,
than mifs Betly was alarmed: with a treat-
ment, which her want of confideration
made her little expe& : — fince the gen-

tleman-commoner, at:Oxford, no man’

had ever attempted to take the liberties
which her prefent companion now did :
~— fhe ftruggled, — fhe repelled with all
her might, the infolent preflures of his
lips and hands. —¢¢ Is this,” cried fhe,
¢ the honour I was to depend upon ? —
¢¢ Is it thus you prove yourfelf incapable
“¢¢ of an ungenerous action?” — <¢ Accufe
me not,” faid he, ¢ ’till you have
reafon. — I have been bit once, and
lave made a vow never to fettle upon
my woman while I live, again ; — but
you fhall fare never the worfe for that,.
— I wil} make you a handfome prefent‘
before we part,-and if you can be con-

ftant- wxll allow you fix guineas a
wWee,

: was fo confounded at the firft men~
f this impudent propofal, that fhe
~+ the power of interrupting him ;
~rering herfelf, as-well 4s fhe was
able,

-
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able, ¢ Heavens!”’ cried fhe, ¢ what
¢ ‘means all this ? — What do you take
<« me for ?”’ — ¢« Take you for,” anfwered
he leughing, < prithee, dear girl, no
¢ more of thefe airs : — I take you for
¢ a pretty, — kind, — obliging creature,

¢ and fuch I hope to find you, as foon ,-

~ ¢ as we come into a proper place. ~—In
¢¢ the mean time,” continued he, ftop-
ping her mouth with kiffes, ¢ none of
¢ this affected coynefs.”

The fright fhe was in, aided by dif-
dain and rage, now infpired her with an
unufual ftrength ; — fhe broke from him,
thruft down the window, — and with one
breath called him monfter, — villain ; —
with the next fctreamed out to the coach-
man to ftop, and finding he regarded not
‘her cries, would have thrown herfelf out,
if not forcibly with-held by the gentle-
man, who began now to be a little ftartled
at her refolute behaviour, — ¢ What is
<¢ all this for,” faid he? < would  you
¢ break your neck, or wenture being
- ¢ c¢rufhed to pieces by the wheels ?*>'—
« Any thing,” cried fhe, burfting into
tears, I will venture, fuffer any thing,
¢ rather than be fubjeéted to infults, fuch

¢ as you have dared to treat me with.,” !
. TR

»
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Though the perfon by whom mifs Betfy
was thus dangeroufly attacked was a li-
bertine, or, according to the more gen-
teel and modith phrafe, a man of pleafure,
yet he wanted neither honour, nor good

~fenfe : — he had looked on mifs Betfy as
"a woman of the town, by feeing her with -
one who was fo; and her too great
freedom in converfation, gave him no
caufe to alter his opinion; but the manner
in which fhe had endeavoured to rebuff
his more near approaches, greatly ftag-.
gered him : — he knew not what to
think, but remained in filent cogitation
for fome minutes, and though he held
her faft clafped round the wafte, it was
‘only to prevent her from attempting the
violence fhe had threatened, not to offer
any towards her: — ¢ Is it poffible,”
faid he, after this paufe, ¢ that you are
¢ virtuous > — ¢¢ [ call heaven to wit-
<« nefs,” anfwered fhe, with a voice faul-
tering, through the excefs of terror and
indignation, ¢¢ that I never have enter-
¢ tained one thought that was not ftrictly
« {03 — that I deteft and fcorn thofe
+% wretched creatures of the number of
4 whom you imagine me to be one ; and
s.ghat I would fooner die the worft of
‘ eaths, than live with infamy. — Yes,
, be affured,” continued fhe, gather-
K + . lng
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-fhe then fuppofed, of her inevitable fate,
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ing more courage, ¢ that whatever ap-
¢« pearances may be this fatal night againft
«¢ me, I am of a family of fome confide:
¢ ratibn in the world, and am bleft with
<« a fortune, which fets me above the
¢« low temptations of defigning men.”

As fhe had ended thefe words, they
came to the bagnio, and the coach im-
mediately ftopping, two or three waiters
came running to open the door, on which
mifs Betfy, more terrified than ever,
fhrieked in a moft piteous manner, O
¢« God !” cried fthe, ¢ What’s here ? —
¢ Where am I ? — What will become of
¢¢ me?’ And at that inftant recolleéted,
that no help was near ; ~that fhe was in
the power of a man, whofe aim was her
eternal tuin ; — and that if was by her
own indifcretion alone, this mifchief had
fallen on her, was fo overcome with the
dread, — the fhame, — the horror, as

that fhe was very near falling into a
fwoon.

The gentleman difcovering, by the
light of the lamps at the bagnio door,
the condition fhe was in, was truly touch-
ed with it. — ¢ Retire,” faid he, haftily,
to the fellows, ¢ we do not want yous*

" == Then throwing himfelf on his 1: g—k £

-
&
.
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~ before her, ¢ Let this pofture, madam,”
continued he, ¢ obtain your pardon,
¢« and at the fame time eafe you of all
<« apprehenfions on: my- {core.”” ~— ¢ Na

s« I believe you ?** faid fhe, ftill weep-
ing, — ¢¢ You may,” replied he; then
rifing,- and placing himfelf on the feat
oppofite to her, — ¢ Ilove my glea'-
« fures, and think it no crime to indulge
¢ the appetites of nature.—1I am charmed
¢ with the kind free woman, but I ho-
“ nour and revere the truly virtuous,
“ and it is a maxim with me never to
« attempt the violation of innocence. —
¢ — Thefe, madam, are my principles
« in regard to your fex ; — but to con-
¢« vince you further, — Here, fellow,”
continued he to the coachman, who was
walking backwards and forwards at fome
diftance, — ¢ get up into your box, and
s¢ drive where you were firft directed.”

Mifs Betfy acknowledged the gene-
rofity of this behaviour, and, on his afk-
ing by what accident it had happened,
that he found her in company with a wo-
man of mif§ Forward’s charatter, the
-told 'him inggnuoufly the truth, — that
they knew each other when children in
- the country ; but that the had not feen
' _more th three times fince their com-

ing
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ing to London, and was entirely ignorant
of her condu¢t from that time. -

He then took the liberty -of reminding
her, that a young lady more endangered
her reputation, by an acquaintance with
one woman of ill fame, than by receiving
the vifits of twenty men, though pro-
feffed libertines. — To which fhe replied,
that for the -future fhe fhould be very
careful what company fhe kept, of both
fexes. : :

This was the fum of the converfation,
that paffed between them during their
little ftage to mr. Goodman’s, where be-
ing fafely arrived, after having feen her
within the doors, he faluted her with a

- great deal of refpect, and took his leave,
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AR ORRIRSZSAST

CHAP XL

ows what effelts the tranfaﬂwm qf
the preceding night had on the minds
of mifs Betfy and mr. Trueworth.

1R ‘Goodman: and lady Mellafin weré

gone to bed when mifs Betly came
me 3 but mifs Flora fat up for her, in
mplaifance as the pretended, but in
lity to fee who -it was came "home
th her.~— This malicious creature had
en extremely - fawning, - for fome days
ft, to mifs Betlys bur this night was
ore fo than ufual, - doubtlefs, 'in the hope
being able to draw fomething out of

r, which her cruel wit might turn to -

r difadvantage ; but'the other knew too

Al the dif] tcions fhe had towards her, -

communicate any thing to her, which

e would not 'foh ihould be made pub-

§ever dxd any ofie” pafs a mght in
dter. mqmetudes, than this young' lady
) ‘c} “and’ fhe felt them the more
" as the had no friend, to whom
l:Mhome would fuffer. her to im*

.- i =the looked back with

G2 herror

¥k,
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horror on the precipice fhe had fallen |
- .into, and confidered it as a kind of mi-
ricle, that the had recovered from it un-

had pafled® that by the levity of her con-
duét fhe Had - been thought a tommon
proftitute, had been treated as fuch, and
preferved from irrecoverable ruin, by «the
meer mercy of a man, who was a perfe&

. ftranger to her,. without feeling anew
that confufion, which the moft king
moments of her diftrefs inflicted. — The '
moft bitter of her enemies could: not have
paffed cenfures more fevere than fhe did:
on herfelf, and in this fit of humiliatios,
and, repentance, would evenrhave. dfked
mr. Trdeworth pardon for the ligtle re- ‘
gard fhe had paxd to his-advice.

The agntatxons of her.mind would ot
fuffer her to take one moment of repofe |
for the whole night, nor did the mer;
afford any more tranquility : — the 4
turbance of her heart flew up'into her
head, and occafioned foviolent a 1paxn there,
that fhe was as unable as unwilling to get
out of bed. — She lay ’till fome hgurs
after the time in which they ufually b
fafted, nor would take an rcfrc{hmr. !
though the tea- was breught to her. hed- {

i
|

{ide. — Amongft the crowd of tormadgifile
ideas, the remembrance,: that: fhegfié
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all the 'vexation' the ‘laboured under, en-
tirely to- the acquaintance fhe had with
mifs Forward, came ftrong into her
thoughts, and fhe had not rofe the whole
day, if net moved to. it by the impatience
of venting her fpleen: on that- unfortunaté.
woman, which the did, in a letter to her
containing thefe lines ¢

. "To mifs FORWARD.

‘I AM' fosry that the compaffion,
¢. % which your feigned ! contrition tor
% 'one - falfe ftep- obliged me to take in
¢ your-misfortunes, fhould make you ima-
¢ gine } would: continue any converfation
< with you, after: knowing you had aban-
¢« doned’ yourfelf to a courfe of life, which

¢ I-blufh-to think any ef my fex can de--

¢ ftend b brook the -‘thoughts of, much
¢ more to be guilty of. — If you had re-
% tained the leaft fpark of generofity, or
¢- good-will towards me, you would ri-
¢ ther have avoided than coveted my

¢ company, as gpu muft be ‘fenfible that

¢.to be feen with you muft render me, in
¢« fome meafure, partaker of your infamy,
«-théugh whoelly innocent of your crimes.
%444 PPow bafe, —how cruel is: fuch a

al regard for” you, even after you
seonfefied yourfelf unworthy of -it'y
- G3 ¢ — but

4.

aviour, efpecially to one; who had’

LI
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— but I have been often told, and now
I find the obfervation juft, that women
of your wretched principles, being loft
to all hope of happinefs themfelves,
take a malicious pleafure in endeavour-

-ing to deftroy it in others.

. | PR N
¢ But, for heaven’s- fake, what could

, o , L. .
L N N B R T Tt S N R N L . Y T

induce you to defire a continuation of
a corfefpondence “with me ? — What
did you take me for ?.— Did you ima-

-gine-me fo blind, as not to fee into

the fhameful means by which you are
fupported, or fo weak as to forfeit - all
the reputation and refpect I have in the
world, merely to comply with your re.
queft. — No ! — your condu&t is too
barefaced, .to give me even the fhadow
of an excufe; for ever feeing you again«
do not, therefore, go about to varnif
over attions, whofe foulnefs will appe
through all the colours you can da
them with. — The friendfhip I once I
fcr you has already  pleaded all t
z‘c;urfelf icould urge gn your defer

t the caufe is too bad, and I mu
leave you to the miferies which atter
remorfe, and which a little time -«

. infallibly bring on.— Heavens!

a common proftitute | — To ear
carious bread by "being the

every man’s licentious will, —
o - <

.

|
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digging in the mines! — What is
begging ! — What is ftarving, when
compared to this ? — But the idea is
too fhocking, ~— modefty thudders at it,
— I fhall drive both that and you as
diftant from my thoughts as pofiible,
fo be affured this is the laft time you
will ever hear from the. ‘

¢ Much dec;ivcd,
¢ And ill-treated,

B L o N T T )

¢ B. THOUGHTLESS.”

. She was juft going to feal up the above
letter, when a fudden thought coming
.into her head, fhe added, to what fhe

' had already wrote, this poftfeript: . .

< P.S. You may perhaps be inftigated to
-anfwer this, either through refent-
ment for the reproaches it contains,
or through fome remains of modefty,
to attempt an apology for the occa-
fion 3 but I'would not with you fhould
.. ¢ give yourfelf that trouble, for be af-

¢ fured I fhall read nothing that comes

¢ from you, and that whatever you

| ¢ fend, will be returned to you again
apopened.’ ‘ , .

a » &~ &

“n

VL4 G4-’ She

.
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She immediately fent this away by
a porter, and having fatisfied the dictates

-of her indignation againft mifs Forward,

fhe had now done with her, and refolved
to think of her no more ; — yet was the
confufion of her mind far from being
diffipated. — ¢ What will mr. True-
worth fay,” cried the to herfelf, < if ever
<« the ridiculous adventure of laft nighe
¢ fhould reach his ears, as nothing is
*¢ more proBable, than that it may?—
¢« What will my brother Frank fay, on
¢« hearing fuch a ftory ? — What mr.

_*¢ Goodman and- lady Mellafin fay? —
© % What a triumph for the envious mifs

¢¢ Flora? — And what' can I anfwer for
« ‘myf:If, cither to my friends, , or ene-
*¢ mies ™

Little care as this young lady had

- feemed to have taken of her rep(tation,

it was notwithftanding very dear to her.
— Honour was. yet ftill more dear, and

‘fhe could not refleé, that what the had .
_done, might call the one in queftion, and

how near fhe had been to having the
other irrecoverably loft, without fecling

to drefs, orto go down ftairs that
and gave orders to be denied to whog
fhould come to vifit her. o
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In this perplexed. fituation of mind let
us Jeave her for a while, and fee with -
what fort of temper mr. Trueworth be-
haved, aftes having feen:her go to the
very. woman’ ha had fd much con_]ured
ber to avoid.

All the Io*. ‘he=bad for her, would not
kcegehrm from refenting:this laft rebuff;
ght ‘he had not deferved fuch
ufage, nor' that his having profefled him=
fetf her lover, gave her the privilege of
treating him s her: flave : —~the humour
‘e was: it making hifn unfit-for company,
he' went dire@y to his' lodgingss but
had not been. long there before it came
into his head, that' poffibly the manner
in which fhe’ had behaved was only a fit
‘of tontrindition, -‘'and, -that after all, fhe
might, ' when fhe was' out of. hcaring,
‘ave given  counter-orders to the"chair-
men; and was neither gone _to mifs For-
ward’s, -nor would accompany her to the
play. =— With fuch vain imaginations
does love -fometimes flatter its votaries,
-and-the fincere and drdent flame, which
Jfifled thed}:leart of mr. Frueworth, made
‘Ninr-greedily icatch at every fuppofition,
ﬁwvr 0 the darling objed. PRe

Ggs 'Willing,
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Willing, however,/ to be more affuged,
he tethought him of a firatagem, which
would either relieve all the' doubts re-
maining in him_of her obflinacy, or
convince him, they were bur too juft: .
— he fent immediately to his barber for
a black perriwig, and muffled up in a
cloak, fo as to. rendeér it almoft an im-
poflibility for him to be known by any one,
went to the theatre, and with a heart di-
vided betwixt hope and fear, placed him-
felf in a part of the middle gallery, which
had the full command of mose than  half
the boxes;— he faw a very brilliant

~ circle, but not the whom he fo much

dreaded to find fhine among them. - -

. Having fcrutinoufly examined all withia
the reach of his view, he quitted his, pre:
fent poft, and removed to the other fide
of the houfe, where he foaon  difcevered
the perfons..he came in fearch of : — he
faw mifs Forward earneft in difcourfe with
a gentleman thatfat behind her, .and mifs.
Betly receiving fruit. from another, with
the fame freedom and gaiety of deport-
ment fhe could have done, if prefented
by " himfelf ; — he faw "the nods, —the
winks, — and-the grimaces, which fevargl
in the pit made to each other, when
lcoking towards thefe two ladies,

~—

S
> oy
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rery moment brought with it fome freth
watter for his mortification, yet would
ot his curiofity ftop here.— When the
lay was ended, he went haftily down
airs, and mingled with the crowd that
ood about the door, in hope eof feeing
iifs Betfy quit her company, take a
1air, and go home ; — but how cruel a
ab was it to a man,: who loved as he
id, to find her go with her diffolute
»mpanion, and two gentlemen, who, he
ad reafon to believe, by the little he faw
f their behavidur, were utter ftrangers
» her, into a hackney coach ; — he was
ace about to appear himfelf through
is difguife, and tell mifs Betfy, that he
ought he-had mare right-to the honour
f conducting her, than thofe to whom
ie gave permiffion ; but the. greatnefs of
is fpirit. affifted his prudence, in reftrain-
g him from fo rafh an action. :

After this fight, it is not in the power
T words to reprefent what it was he felt.
eafon . was tgo weak to combat againft
ie_force of fuch various emotions, as for
.time had the entire poffeflion of his
4} 53— he thought mifs Betfy unworthy
i his love,. yet ftill he loved her, and
d.fhe been witnefs of his prefent dif-
sfled ftate, fhe would have feen the
ges the had over him, no lefs manifet
i Gé6 .- in
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in the moments of his rage, than in thofé
in which he had béhaved with the greateft
tendernefs and refpect. ‘

His goad fenfe, however, at laft con-
vinced him, that as no folid happinefs
could be expeéted with 2 woman of mifs
Betfy’s temper, he ought to conquer his
paffion for her. — This he refolved to at-
tempt, yet thought before he did fo;" it
would become him to fee her once more,
— to argue gently with het, and try, at
leaft, it there were not a poffibility of
n;aking her fee the errors the was guilty
of. .

With this intent he went the rext day
to vifit her, but being told fhe could fe¢
no company that day, was going from
the door, when mifs Flora, who had
watched for him at the parlour window,
came and defired him to walk in; —his
complaifance would not permit him to
refufe her requeft, and after the ufual
compliments, faid, he was forry mifs
Betfy was fo ill. — ¢ You need not be
¢ in much pain,” replied fhe, with a
look which he thought had more thanfn
ordinary meaning in it, ¢ fhe is not
« greatly indifpofed.” — <« Perliaps,™
-eried mr. Trueworth, with fome warni

¥ £

Lt
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& {ay any thing to that,” returned. mifs
Flora, ¢ but her orders were in'general
s¢ to all that came;. and I believe, in-
¢ deed, fhe is not perfectly well, — fhe
< came home extremely late laft night,
_ ¢ and feemed in a good deal of diforder.”
— ¢¢ Diforder, madam,’ interrupted mr.
Trueworth, impatiently, ¢ for heaven’s
¢« fake, on what occafion ?*’ — <] wifh
¢ I could inform you,” anfwered fhe;
¢ but at prefent I am not faveured with
* her confidence, though there was a
% time, when I was made partaker of
¢ her deareft fecrets: — I with thofe fhe
¢ now intrufts them with, may be no lefs
& faithful to her than I'have been.” —< I
“’hope,” faid he, ¢ the has none which to
¢ be betrayed in would give her pain.”’—
With thefe words he rofe up to go away,,
— mif$ Flora fain would - have perfwaded
?im to drink tea; but he excufed hlzimfelf,’
ayi he was engaged, — that came
onyll;"%:) enquire ff:g' the health of her
fair friend, and could not have ftayed,
if fo happy as to. have feen her.

Scarce eould this paffionate lover con-
wain himfelf, ’till he got out of the houfe:
- the manner in which mifs Flora had
:fpoke of mifs Betfy, added frefh fuel to
#ié - jealoufies he was before poffefled of s
how great foever his. difturbance wa;:
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he found on his return home, fomewhat
which made all he -had known before
feem light and trifling. ,

RIRITIIALO R ST STV RTINS
CHAP. XIIL

Contains fome pzjages which, *tis pro-
bable, will afford more pain than
pleajz':re yet are very perfinent ta
;lze 5z/lory, and m’cgfary 2o be re-
ate ‘

THOU GH the words which mifs

Flora had let fall to mr. Trueworth;
concerning: mifs Betfy, feemed as if fpoken
by meer chance, there was couched under
them, a defign of the moft black and
villainous' kind, that ever entered the
breaft of woman, as will prefently appear
to the aftonifhment of every reader.

In order to do this, we muft relate an
incident in mifs Betfy’s life, not hitherto

- tmentioned, and which happened fome

little time before her going to Oxford,
with her brother F rank. |

On her firft coming to town, a wo
had been recommended to her for fta:
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ing, and making up her fine linnen : —
this perfon fhe had ever fince employed,
and took a great fancy to, as fhe found
her honeft, induftrious, and very oblig-
ing. — The poor creature was unhappily
married, — her hufband was gone from
her, and had lifted himfelf for a foldier ;
—being born in. a diftant county, fhe
had no relations to whom fhe could ap-
. ply for affiftance, — was big with child,
and had no fupport but the labour of her
hands. — Thefe calamitous circumftances
fo much touched the commiferative na-
ture of mifs Betfy, that fhe frequently
gave her double the fum fhe demanded
for her work, befides. beftowing on her
many things fhe left off wearing, which,
though trifles in themfelves, were very
helptul to a perfon in fuch diftrefs.

Mifs Mabel, for whom fhe alfo worked
at the fame time, was no lefs her patro-
nefs, than mifs Betfy. —In fine, ‘they
were both extremely kind to her, in fo
much as made her often cry out, in a
tranfport of gratitude, that thefe two good
young ladies were worth to her all the
euftomers fhe had befides : — they con-
tinued to prove themfelves fo, indeed;
jor.when her child was born, which hap-
id to be a girl, they ftood god-mo:
and not only gave handfomely
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themfelves, but raifed a contribution
among their acquaintance, for the fup-
port of the lying-in woman and her in-
fant ; the former, however, did notlong
. enjoy the bleffing of two fuch worthy
friends, — fhe died before the -expiration
of her month, and the latter being wholly
deftitute, was about to be throwh

the parith ; — fome well-difpofed ‘neigh-
bour;, who knew how kind mifs Mabel
and' mifs Betfy had been, came and ac-
quainted them with the melancholly ftory;
— they confulted together, and each re-
flecting, that the had undertaken the pros
tection of this infant at the font, thought
herfelf bound by duty to: preferve it from
thofe hardfhips with which childten thus
-expofed, are fometimes: treated : — they,,
therefore, as they were equally engaged,
agreed to join equally in the maintenance .
«of this innocent forelorn. - '

This was a rare charity indeed, and’
few there are, efpecially at their years,
who fo juftly confider the obligations of a
baptifmal covenant. — It was alfo the
more to be admired, as neither of them
- had the incomes of their fortunes in their
own hands, the one being under guardian-
fhip, and the other at the allowance ofa.
. father, who, though rich, was extremelji
avaritious, . : Ciedp
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As they were therefore obliged to be
ceconomits in this point, and nurfés
in the country are to be had at a2 much
cheaper rate than in town, they got a
perfon to feek out for one, who would
not- be unreafonable in her demands, and
at the fame time do juftice to her charge.
— Such a one, according to the char:g:r
given of her by neighbours, being found,
the child decently cloathed, was fent down
to her habitation, which was in a lLttle
village about feventeen miles from Lon-
don. — For the fake of concealing the
* part mifs Mabel' had in this affair from
the knowledge of her father, it was judged
pet that mifS Betfy fhould feem ta
take the whole upon herfelf, which fhe
did, and the nurfe’s hufband came up
every month, and received. the money
from her hands, as alfo whatever other
neceflaries the child wanted.

. Who would imagine, that fuch a2 glo- -
‘tious act of benevolence fhould ever- be
‘made a handle to traduce and villify the
‘author ? — yet what cannot malice, ac-
companied with cunning, do? — It can
sive the faireft virtue the appearance of
he fouleft vice, and pervert the juft efti-
fation of the wordd into a miftaken {corn

* Mifs
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. Mifs Flora, after receiving the difap-
pointment, as related in the fixth chapter
in this volume, was far from defiftin
from the wicked defign fhe had concciveﬁ
of putting an end to the intercourfe be-
tween mifs Betfy and mr. Trueworth: —
her fertile brain prefented her with a thou-
fand ftratagems, which fhe rejected, either
as they were too weak to accomplith what
the withed, or too liable to difcovery, till
at laft fhe hit upon the moft deteitable
project of reprefenting what proceeded
from the nobleft propenfity of mifs Betfy’s
nature, as the effe of a criminal com-
pulfion ; —in fine, ¥ make it appear fo
feafible, as to be believed, that the child
who -owed half its maintainance to her
charity was entirely kept by herfelf, and.
the offspring of her own body.

Having well weighed and deliberated
on this matter, it feemed to her fuch as
mr. Trueworth, on the moft ftrit exa-
mination, could not difcover the decep-
tion of ; — fhe therefore refolved to pur-
{fue it, and accordingly wrote the follow-
ing letter :

-
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“To CHARLES TrueworTH, Efqg;

<_Sir,
TH E friendfhip I had for fome of
: your family, now deceafed, and
the refpect due to your own charalter
in particular, obliges me to acquaint
you with truths more difagreeable than
¢ perhaps you ever yet have heard; —
¢ but before I proceed to the fhocking
¢ narrative, let me conjure you to be-
¢ lieve, that in me your better angel
¢ fpeaks, and warns you to avoid that
¢ cﬁeeadful Eulph of everlafting mifery,

you are juft ready to i

a A e &

- ¢ into whic
¢ plunged.

¢ Iam informed, by thofe who are -

¢ moft verfed in your affairs, and on whofe
< veracity I may depend, that a treaty of
¢ marriage is on foot, and aimoft as good
¢ as concluded, between you and mifs
- ¢ Betfy Thoughtlefs. — A young lady,
¢ I muft confefs, well defcended, — hand-
¢ fome, and endued with every accom-
lithment to attract the admiration of
‘nkind, and if her foul had the leaft
*ormity with her exterior charms,
doubtlefs, might have been one of

oft happy, and moft envyed man
*=th ; — but, fir, this feeming in-

. ¢ nocence
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¢ nocence is all a cheat, — another has
% been before-hand with you, “in the joys
¢ you covet ; — your intended bride has
¢ been a mother without the pleafure of
¢ owning herfelf as fuch. — The produ®
¢ of a thameful paffion is ftill living, and
¢ though fhe ufes the greateft caution in
- ¢ this affair, I have by accident difcovered,
¢ is- now nurfed at Denham, a fmall vil-
¢ lage, within too miles of Uxbrid%e,
¢ by a gardener’s wife, who is called by
¢ the country people, goody Bufhman,
¢ ——I,§ive you _this- particular account,
¢ in order that'you may make what en-
"% quiry you fhall think groper into a fact,

¢ which\} am forry to fay, you will find
¢ but too real. — I pity from myfoul the
¢ unfortunate feduced young lady, —
¢ fhe muft be doubly miferable, if by
¢ having loft her virtue,. fhe lofes a hus-
¢ band fuch as you ; —but if" after thig
¢ you fhould think- fit to' profecute your
¢ pretenfions,: I wifh fhe may endeavour,
¢ by her fature conduc, to atone for
¢ the ertors of the paft; —but alas! her
¢ grefcnt manner of behaviour, affords no
¢ fuch promifing expectations; and if you
thould fet your henour and fortune, and
all that is dear to you, againft fo- pre-
carious a ftake; as'the hope of reqjgim-
ing a woman of her temper, xt%
certainly fill all your friends with gfké

) o~ & & &~
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¢. nithment and grief ; — but you are your-:

¢ felf the beft judge of .what it will be-
¢ come you to do, —1 only beg, that

¢ you will be affured this intclligence'

¢ comes from one, who is,
| ¢« With the utmoft fincerity, -
5 ¢ S1R,
¢ Your AweH-wiIhcvr, '
¢ And moft humble,
¢« Though unknown, fervant.’

She would net truft the fuccefs of the
mifchief fhe intended by -this letter, till

Jhe had examined and re-examined every

fentence, and finding it altogether fuc
as fhe thought would work the defired
effet, got one, who was always her ready
agent, in matters of this kind, "to copy
it-overy in order to prevent ahy accident
from difcovering the real author, agid
xhe{rtx feat it as direted by the pennje
m . ) :

. How far the event anfwered .her ex-
. ﬁﬂiﬂﬁ&.ﬂmﬂ very fhortly be related,
e gacidints of another nature,, requirin
| pibfirft mentioned, the gratification <§'

Yoty




i

T
%3

132 The HISTORY of
that curiofity, which this may have ex:
cited, muft for a while be deferred.

B ) - 3

"CHAP. XIIIL -
Is the recital of fome accidents, as little
poffible -to be Zfore/éen by the reader,
as they were by the perfons: to whom

they bappened. , .

I N youth, when the blood runs high,
and the fpirits are in full vivacity,
affliction muft come very heavy indeed,
when it makes any deep or lafting im-
preflion on the mind. — That vexation
which mifs Betfy had brought upon her-
felf, by going to the play with mifs For-
ward, was fevere enough the whole night, -
and the enfuing day. — A great while,
it myft be confefled, for a perfon of  her
volatile difpofition, and when: the more
violent emotions had fubfided, the terror
1be had lately fuftained, had, at leaft, this
good effect upon her, it made her -re-
folve to take all poffible precautions not
to fall into the like danger again. — Aj
the had an infinite deal of generofity:sip
her nature, when not obfcured by i
t;:ride and vanity which the flatteriesgiiih

ad been but too much accuftomed:
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had infpired her with, fhe could not re-
fie&t how ill fhe had treated mr. True-
worth, and the little regard the had paid
to the tender concern he had fhewn for
her reputation, without thinking fhe ought
to afk his pardon, and acknowledge fhe
had been in the wrong. — If mr. True-
worth could have known the humour the
‘was at prefent in, how readily would he

have flown to her with all the wings of

‘love and kind forgivenefs ; but as he had
not the fpirit of divination, and could
only judge of her fentiments by her be-
haviour, it was not in his power to con-
ceive how great a change had happened
in his favour, through a juft fenfibility
of her own error, ' .

She, in the mean time, little imagined

" “how far he réfented the treatment fhe had
given him, efpecially as the heard he had
been to wait upon her the day in yhich
fhe faw no company, and after ‘having
paft a night of much more tranquility
than the former had been, went down in
the morning to breakfaft, with her ufual
chearfulnefs ; — the had not been many

. minutes in the parlour, before the was
- agreeably furprized with the fight of her
brother, mr. Francis Thoughtlefs,

d, it feems, had arrived the night be-
‘After the firft welcomes were
. over,

i
i

%44
B
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-over, mr. Goodman afked him, Where-
fore he 'did not come diretly to- his
houfe ? faying, he had always a {pare bed
to accommdga:te a friend : — To- which
the other.replied, that he had come from
Paris with fome company, whom he
could not quit, and that they had lain at
theHummums. —Mifs Betfy was extreme-
ly tranfported at his return, and faid a
thoufand obliging things to. him, all
which he anfwered with more politenefs
than tendernefs, and this young lady foon |
perceived by this fpecimen of his carriage
to her, that fhe was not to expect the
fame affeGtion from him, as fhé had re-

ceived fo many proofs of from her younger
brother. ‘ . ’

His long abfence from England, and
fome attachments he had found abroad,
had, indeed, very much taken off that
warmth of Kindnefs he would, doubtlef,
otherwife have felt for an only fifter, and

_orie who ‘apgeared fo worthy of his love.

—As-mr. Goodman had acquainted him

‘by letter, that he had hired a houfe for

him, according to his requeft, the chief
of their converfation turned on that fub-
jeét, and as foon as breakfaft was over,
they took a walk together to fee itgiw=
on their ‘return “he “feemed very’

~
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made, and the little time he ftayed was
entirely taken up with confulting lady’
Mellafin, his fifter, and mifs Flora, con-
cerning the manner in which he fhould
ornament it; for the honeft guardian had
taken care to provide all fuch furniture,
_as he thought would be neceffary for a
fingle gentleman. '

- No intreaties were wanting to prevail
on him, to make that houfe his home,
till his own was thoroughly aired, and
in all refpets fit for' him to go into;
but he. excufed himfelf, faying, he tould
not leave the friends he had travélled with,
till they were provided for as well as
himfelf, nor could all mr. Gosdman, and
the ladies urge, perfwade him to dine
with them that day. ' '

It muit be élcknowleged, that this pofi-
tive refufal of every_thing that was defired
of him, had not'in it all that complai.
fance, which might have been“eicpe,ﬂ_e%
from a perfon juft come from among 3-
people more famous for theit politencfs,
than their fincerity. o .
" But he had his own reafons, which the
E f mr. Goodman as yet were far
pecting, which made "him act in
& he now did ; and’it was not,
o H in
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in reality, the want of French breeding,
but the want of true old Englifh refolu-
tion, that enforced this feeming negligence
and abruptnefs. -

After he was gone, mr. Goodman went
o *Change, but was fcarce entered into
the walk, where he had appointed to
meet fome merchants, when he was ac-
cofted by two rough ill-looked fellows,
who demanded his fword, and told him,
they had a writ againft him, — that he
- was their prifoner, and muft go with

shem,

Mr. Goodman, who had as little reafon
as any men living to fufpect an infult of
this nature, only fmiled, and told them,
they were miftaken in the perfon, -
<« No, no,”” faid one of them, ¢ we
« are right enough, if you are mr. Sa- i
¢¢ muel Goodman.”” — ¢« My name is
¢ Samuel Goodman,™ replied he;  but
¢« I do not know that it ftands in any
¢¢ man’s books for debt; — but pray,”
continued he, ¢ at whofe fuit am I ar-
¢ refted ?* — ¢¢ At the fuit of mr. Oliver
¢ Marplus,” faid the other officer. ==
¢ I have no dealings with any fuch. per-
*¢< fon,” cried mr. Goodman, ¢ nor ewen -4,
¢ ever heard the name of him yom, men-
$¢ tion,” = They then told him,. R [
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his bufinefs to prove that, — they did but
do their duty, and he muft obey the
writ. — Mr. Goodman on this, knowing -
they were not the perfons with whom this
matter fhould be contefted, readily went
‘where they conducted him, which was to
a houfe belonging to him who apicarcd to
be principal of the two. — As they were
coming off ’Change, he bad his coach-
man drive his chariot home, and tell his
lady, that he believed he fhould not dine
with her that day ; but he kept his foot-
man with him, 'to fend on what meflages
he fhould find convenient. .

The officer, knowing his condition,
end not doubting but he fhould have a
handfome prefent for civility-money, ufed
him with a great .deal of refpet,” when.
he had got himi into his houfe ; and, on
his defiring to be informed of the lawyer’s
name, employed in the ation, he imme-
diately told him, and alfo for what fum
he was arrefted, which was no lefs than
two thoufand, five hundred, and feventy-
five pounds, cight fhillings. — ¢« A é)rctty,
« parcel of mongy truly,” faid mr.
Goodman, ¢ I wonder in what dream I
"« contracted this debt.” — He then called

for pen, ink, and paper, and wrote-a
g 1o his lawyer in the Temple, defiring
;10 go to the Ic;ther, who, they faid,
. 2

was
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was concerned againft him, and find out
the truth of this affair.

The honeft old gentleman having fent
this letter by his fervant, called for fome-
thing to eat, and was extremely facetious
and pleafant with the officers, not doubt-
ing but that what had happened was oc-
cafioned through fome miftake or other,
and he thould immediately be difcharged,
when the thing was enquired into ; —
but his prefent good humour was changed
into one altogether the reverfe, when his
own lawyer, accompanied by him who
was engaged for his adverfary; came to
him, and told him, there was no remedy
but to give bail ; — that the fuit com-
menced againft him, was on account of
a bond given by lady Mellain to mr.
Oliver Marplus, fome few days previous
to her marriage. —Tis hard to fay, whe-
ther furprife or rage was moft predomi-
nant in the foul of this much-jnjured hus-
band, at fo fhocking a piece of intelli-
gence. — He demanded to fee the bond,
which requeft being granted, he foundit,
not as he at firft flattered himfelf, a for-

ery, but figned with his wife’s own
Eand, and witnefled by mrs. Prinks her
woman, and another perfon whom g
kncw th. - o v p
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It is certain, that no confufion ever
exceeded that of mr. Goodman’s, at this
time ; — he fat like one transfixed with
thunder, and was wholly incapable of ut-
.tering one fyllable ; — he appeared to the
company as loft in thought ; but was in-
deed almoft paft the power of thinking,.
till his "lawyer roufed him with - thefe
words, — ¢ Come, f{ir,” faid he, ¢ you
¢ fee how the cafe ftands, — there is no
¢ time to be loft, — you muft cither pay
¢ the money down, or get immediate
¢ fecurity ; for I fuppofe you would not
¢ chufe to lie here to-night.” — This
¢ feafonable admonition brought him a
¢ little to himfelf: — he now began to
refleét what it would beft become him to
do, and after a paufe of fome moments,
¢ ] believe,” faid he, ¢ that I have now
¢ in my houfe more than the fum in
-« bills, that would difcharge this bond,
¢« but I would willingly hear what this
« woman has to fay before I pay the
« money, and will therefore give in bail.”
— Accordingly he fent for two citizens
of great worth and credit, to defire them
to come to him ; — they inftantly com-
plied with this fummons, and the whole .
affair being repeated to them, voluntarily

, W ‘to be his fureties.

Hy Bail

~
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Bail bonds were eafily procured, but
it took up fo much time in filling them
up, and difcharging the fees, and other
confequential expences, that it was paft
one o’clock before all was over, and mr.
Goodman had liberty to return to his
own habitation.

It was very feldom that mr. Goodman
ftayed late abroad; but whenever any
thing happened that obliged him to do
fo, lady Mellafin, through the great
affetion fhe pretended to have for him,
would never go to bed till his return.
— Mrs. Prinks for the moft part was her
fole companion in fuch cafes; but it fo
fell out, that this night neither of the
two -young ladies had any inclination to
fleep: — mifs Flora’s head was full of
the abovementioned plot, and the anxiety
for its fuccefs 3 — the remembrance of the
_late adventure at mifs Forward’s, was not
yet quite diffipated in mifs Betfy ; — the
coldnefs with which fhe imagined herfelf
treated by her elder brother, with whom
fhe had Hattered hgrfellf of living, and be-
ing very happy under his protettion, gave
he% a g)od%‘::al of uneafinefs. — Tog:dd
to all thefe matters of difquiet, fhe had.
alfo received that afternoon a letter fromi
mr. Francis Thoughtlefs, acquaintingﬁ.;_
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that he had had ‘the misfortune to be fo
much bruifed by a fall he got from his
horfe, that it was utterly impofiible for
him to travel, and fhe muft not expect
him in town yet for fome days.

The ladies were all together, fitting in
the parlour, each chufing rather to in-
dulge. her own private meditations, than.
to hold difcourfe with the others, when
mr. Goodman came home. — Lady Mel-
lafin ran to embrace him with a thew of
the greateft tendernefs, — « My dear mr.
s¢ Goodman,” cried fhe, ¢ how much
« have I fuffered from my fears, el
¢¢ fome ill - accident fhould have -befallen
¢ you I’ —*¢ The worft that could have
% ‘happened has befallen me,” replied he,
thrufting her from him ; * yet no more
% than what you might very reafon-
¢ ably expect would one day or another
* happen.” — ¢ What do you mean,
¢ my dear,” faid the, more alarmed at
his words and looks than fhe made fthew
~of ? — * You may too eafily inform your-

¢ felf what ’tis I mean,” cried he, hafti-
ly, * on the retrofpe& of your behaviour.
“ I now find, but too late, how much
« 1 have been impofed upon. — Did you
* not affure me,”. continued he, fome-
what more mildly, ¢ that you were free
f-*iﬁom all incumbrances but that girl,
H4 ¢ whom,
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« whom, fince our marriage, I have ten-
¢ dered as my own ?”’ — And then per-
‘ceiving fhe anfwered nothing, . but looked
pale and trembled, he repeated to her the
affront he had received, < which,” faid
he, ¢ in all my dealings in the world,
¢« would never have happened, but on
¢ your account.”

|

Though lady Mellafin had as much ar-

tifice, and the power of diflimulation, as
any of her fex, yet fhe was at a lofs thus
* taken unprepareu. — fhe hefitated, — fhe
ftammered, and fain would have denied
the having given any fuch bond ; but
finding the proofs too plain againft her,
the threw herfelf at his feet, — wept, and
conjured him to forgive the only decep.

tion fhe had practifed on him:—¢ J& -

¢ was a debt,’ faid the, ¢ contratted by
< my former hufband, which I knew not
¢« of, — I thought the ¢ffects he left be-
<¢ hind him were more than - {ufficient to
¢ have difcharged whatever obligations 4
«¢ he lay under, and foplifhly took out
¢«¢ letters of adminftration. —— The demand
¢« of Marplus came not upon me till fome

<« time after, — I then inconfiderately

¢« pave him my own bond, which he

-« however promifed not to put in force

« without previoufly acquainting me,”...;
' ""‘2"‘
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This excufe was too weak, as well as
all' the affettion mr. Goodman had for
her, to pacify the emotions of his juft in-
dignation. —¢ And pray,” cried he, ina
- voice divided between f{corn and anget,

¢« of what advantage would it have been
¢« to me your Being previoufly acquainted
¢« with it ? — Could you have paid the
“ money without robbing, or: defrauding
¢ me ? — No, madam,” continued he,
¢¢ I fhall for the future give credit to-no-
¢« thing you can fay, and as I cannot be
« affured-that this is the only misfortume
s« I have to dread on your account, thall
s« confider what fteps I ought to take for
« my defence.” -

In - fpeaking. thefe words he rung the
bell for a fervant, and ordered that bed,
to which he had invited mr. Thoughtlefs,
fhould that inftant be made ready for

himfelf. — All the tears and intreaties of"

hdy Mellafin were.in vain, to make him
recede from his refolution of  lying alone
that night; and as foon as he was told
his orders were obeyed, he flung out of
the room,. faying, — ¢¢ Madam, . perhaps,
‘“ we never more may meet betweéen a
¢ pair. of fheets.”” — Whether at that
tyne-he was determined o cairy his ye-
. fo far, or not, is uncertain,, but
' Hj; " .. what

by

A
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‘what happened very fhortly after, left
him no other part to take, than that
which he had threatened.

RARITAIRALT RS SIS
CHAP. XIV.
Gives a full explanation of fome paf-

Jfages, which bitherto bave feemed

very dark and myflerions.

THIS was 2a night of great confufion
in mr. Goodman’s family : — lady
Mellafin either was, or pretended ta be,
in fits; — mifs Flora was called up foon
after the went to bed, but mr. Goodman
. himfelf would not be prevailed upon to
rife, though told the condition his wife
was in,’ and that fhe begged with the ut-
moft earneftnefs to fee him.

This behaviour in a hufband lately fe.
tender and affeGtionate, is a proof, not-only
that the greateft love once turned dege-
nerates into ity reverfe, but alfo that the
fweeteft temper, when too much provoked
by injuries, s not always the moft eafy
to be reconciled. — The perfet tfuft he
had put in lady Mellafin, — the ‘i
faith he had given to all fhe {aid; w/ligt

|

|
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the -dependance he had on the love fhe’

had profeficd for him, made the. decep-
tion fhe was now comwi®ted of appear in

worfe colours, than otherwife it would
- have done. -

The mane he reficfted on shis ugly af-

fair, the more he was convinced of the:
hypocrify of his wife, -in whom he had

piaced fuch oconfidence. — ¢ We hawe
“ been married mear five years,”” faid he,
to himfelf ; ¢ how comes it to pafs, that
< the penalry of this bond was nog in fo
* Jong a time demanded ? — It muft be
*¢ ithat fhe has kept it-off by lazge mkereft,
¢ and farbearance-wmoney, and who knows
« how far my cvedit anay be endangered
%« for the raifing of it? — *T'is hkely,
s that while 1 thooght every thing ne-
s¢ ceflary for my family was purchafed
¢ with ready money, I may ftand in-
* debted to all zhe wadefmen this wick-
« ed wormman -has had any dealings with ;

& e nay, I cannot even. affure smyfelf,

« that other obligations of the fame kind

4« wath this I bave already fuffered for, .

# may not fome time or cther call upon
"w e for their difcharge.* :

<+ Widh thefe - diftarbed - meditations, in-
pflsnf flocp, did he pafs what was re«
cMslning of the mﬁl;x, #hen he went to

1.0 0 6 bed
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bed; yet he arofe the next day full as early !
-as he was accuftomed ta do, after having |
enjoyed. the beft sepofe..

The firft thing he did was to fend for-
as many of thofe trades-people, as he
either knew himfelf, or his fervants could
inform him, had ar any time fent goods.
into his houfe. — On . their: prefenting
themfelves before him, he found, more
to his vexation than-furprife, for he now
expeCled the worft; that all of them, even
to thofe who fupphied his kitchen, had
bills of a long ftanding : = he difcharged.
all their feveral demgnds direitly, and
‘bavirg taken a. receipgin ful from - each
of them, defired they. would henceforward
fuffer no goods to be left within his doors
without the value being paid on the de-
livery.. . '

- Mr: Goodman had- juft difpatched the
laft of thefe people, when he was told ‘a.
woman begged:leave to fpeak to him : —-
¢ Another creditor, T fuppofe,” faid he,
and then ordered- fhe fhould come in; -
As foon: as fhe gad fo; — < Well, mif-
s¢ trefs,” cried he#§feeing her.-a woman of
a very plain appearance, — ¢ what is it:
¢ you- require- of me P’ —¢¢’ Nothing,
< 'ﬁr,”"replied fhe,. < but that.you wil..
‘ permit. me. t§ acquaint. you with:g.
< ohins

Tt
Loty
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¢ thing, which it very. much concerns
.¢¢.yau to be infarmed of ?”? — < I thould
¢ otherwife be an enemy to myfelf,” re-
fumed he, ¢ theretore pray fpeak what
¢ you have to fay -

¢1am, fir,” faid fhs .¢ the unfortu-
¢ nate wife of one of the moft wicked
“ men upon earth, and By my, being fo
¢ have been. compelled o be in fome
¢ meafure acceflary to the injuftice you
¢ have fuftained ; but.I hope what I have
¢ to reveal will atone-for my. tranfgref-.
¢ fion.” — Mr. Goodman then defired fhe

would fit down, aggd: without any farther-
prelude proceed. tofthe bufinefs the came
upon.. ’

¢ The fum of what I have to relate,*
sejoined fhe, ¢ is,. that the bond, on
¢ which you were yefterday arrefted, and
< for the payment of which you have gi-
¢ ven fecurity, is no more than an impu-
¢-dent. fraud ;, but the. particulars, that
¢ prove it fuch, cannot but. be very dif-
¢ pleafing to. you ; however.I fhall make
* 10 apology for relating them, as the

ifet knowledge of the whole tran-

&ion .may put you. in a way to pte~

¢ all future injuries of the like na-

«My
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¢ My hufband, whofe name is Oliver
¢ Marplus,” continued fhe, ¢ had the ho-
nour of waiting on a nobleman belong-
ing to court, when fir Simon MeHafin
had:a poft there : — his lady, now un- -
happily yours, took a fancy to HKim,
and entered into a criminal converfatioh
with him, fome time before her hus-
band’s death, and has ever fince, unlefs
very lately broke off; continued it. On.
my firft difcovering it, he begged me
to be eafy, and reminded me, that as
he had nothing at prefent to depend
upon, having lofighis place, but her
ladythip’s bounty, 1 -ought to wink at
it, and be content that fhe fthould fhare
his perfon, fince I fhared in the benefits
ariflmg from their intercourfe. — I
knowing his temper too well, not to
know that any qppofition Icould make
would be in vain, and feeing no other -
remedy, was obliged to feign a confent
to what the love I then had faor hirm
rendered moft terrible to me: — Thus
we went on, her ladythip #ill fupply-.
inl% him with money for our fupport,
till he being informed, that her mar-
riage with you was near being confu
mated, he bethought himfelf of a
¢ tagem to prevent the change of -
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condition from depriving him of the
continuance of her favour. —It was

this:

¢ Their private meetings were always
in the Savoy, at a houfe of my hus-

~band’s chufing for that purpofe, the

mafter of it being his intimate friend
and companion. — Myfelf, and two
men, whom he made privy to the &Iot,
and were to perfonate officers of juftice,
were to be concealed in the next room
to the lovers, and as foon as we found

‘they were in bed, burft open the door,

ruth in, and catch them in the very
a& of thame. - o

¢ All this was executed according as it
was contrived ;— my hufband jumped
out of bed, pretended to ftruggle with
the Tham conftables, and fwore he would
mutder me. — I alted my part, as they
fince told me, to the life, — feemed a
very fury, and faid I did not care what
became of me, if I was but revenged
upon iy rival.— Lady Mellafin tore
her hair, wept, and intreated mein the
moft abject terms to, forgive, and not

expofe a woman of her rank to public -

fcorn and- infamy. —To which I re-

_plied, that jt wasnot her quality fhould

te& her ; —1I loaded her with the
- oo ¢ moft

L.
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moft inveterate reproaches I could think
of. — Indeed, there required not much

" ftudy for my doing fo, for I heartily

hated her. — After fome time paffed in
befeechings on her fide, and railings.on

"mine, one of the pretended conftables

took me afide, as if to perfwade me to
more moderation, while the other talk,
ed to her, and infinuated as if a fum
of money might compromife the mat.
ter. — My hufband alfo told her,. that
though he detefted me for. what I had
done, yet he wifhed’ her ladyfhip, for

“her own fake, would. think of fome

way to pacify me; — for,” faid he, ¢ a

- wite in thiefe cafes has great power.”

¢ The terror fhe was in of appearing

“before a civil magiftrate, and of being

liable to fuffer that punifiment the law
infli®ts upon an_adultrefs, and’confe,
quently the lofs of all her hopes of 3

" marriage with you, fir, madeé. her readis

ly agree to do any, thing I'fhould re-

“quire. — I. feemed quite averfe for a
~good while to. liften to any terms of
“accommodation, but at length affeted
“to be overcome by the perfwafions of
“the men I brought with me;  and her
- promife of allowing us a very handfome -
"fupport, as foon as fhe became
- wife, and fhould have it in her po

J € -

yous ¢
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¢ w= This I made {light on, and told. her,
¢ that I would not depend upon her pro-»
¢ mife for any thit}%. — It was then. pro-
¢ pofed, that the thould give a bond for
¢ a large fum of money to mr. Marplus.
¢ — ¢ That you may do with fafety,’
¢ faid he to her, ¢ as I fhall have it in
¢« my own hands, and you may be affured
¢¢ will never put it in force to your pre-

< judice.’

¢ In fine, fir,” continued mrs. Marplus,
¢ fthe agreed to this propofal, and as it
was then too late for the execution of
what fhe had promifed, on her making
a folemn vow to fulfil it punctually
¢ the next day, I told her, fhe was at k-
¢ berty to go home that night, but that
¢ I would not withdraw the warrant I
< pretended to have taken out againft her, -
¢ till all was over. ‘ ,

L N )

¢ She was, indeed, too much rejoiced

¢ at the expectation of getting off from
¢ the imaginary profecution to think of
¢ breaking her word ; — my wicked hus-
" ind, however, had the fuccefs .of his
fign more greatly at heart,, than to
e her any long time for reflection ;

~~dingly we went pretty early the -
morning to her lodgings,. accom-
" by one of thofe, who had af:
; ' " ¢ {fumed.

e
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¢ fumed the chara&er of conftable, and
*¢ who, . in reality, had formerly ferved
~the parith where he ftill lives in that
capacity, and a lawyer, previoufly di-
rected to fill up the bond in the ftrong-
eft and moft binding terms that words
could form. — There was fiot the leaft
demur or objeétion, on the part of her
ladythip ; — fhe figned her name, and
mrs. Prinks, het woman, and the man
we brought with us, fet their hands as

a a6 A" A & A

witnefles.

of this contrivance, lady Melafin was
the inftrument, but it was you that was
ordained to fuffer : — there was no fixed
fum, or fums, ftipulated for the fupport
we were to receive from her; but iI)VI‘a.t'-
plus was fo continually draining her

urfe, that I have often been amazed

y what arts the impofed on you to re-
plenifh it. — Whenever fhe began to
make any excufe for not complying
with his demands, he prefently threat-
ened her with putting the bond in
force againft you, by which means he
extorted from her almoft whatever he
¢ required.’

¢ One time in particular, he pretended
¢ to be under an’arreft for three hu,
¢
, po

¢ You fee, fir,’ purfued fhe, ¢ the drift

|
i
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pounds, and ‘fhe not having fo much .
money by her, was obliged to fend mrs,
Prinks, with her diamond necklace, to
the pawh-broker’s to make it up;—
yet, — would you believe it, fir? —
notwithftanding all he got from her
ladyfhip, he kept me poor and mean,
as you fee ; — would not let me have a
fervant, but made me wath his linnen,
and do all the drudgery, while he ftrut-
ed about the town, like a fine fellow,
with his tupee wig, and laced waiftcoat,’
and if I made the leaft complaint, would
tell me, in derifion, that as I had no
children I had nothing elfe to do but
to wait upon him. —1 bore all this,
however, becaufe I loved the wvillain,-
and, indeed, did not then know he was
¢ fo great a one to me, as I now find he
¢ is.

<
<
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¢ He pretended to me, that he wis
¢ heartily weary of lady Mellafin, — hated
¢ her,—and could no longer bear the
¢ pain of diﬁ’cmblir;g with her, — ¢ I
¢ will, therefore,” faid he, ¢ demand a

* much larger fum of her, than I know
¢ jt is in her power to raife : — her non-
¢« compliance will give me an excufe for
4¢ compelling her hufband to pay the pe-
$¢, halty of the bond, and when I have
@t the money I will purchafe an em-

} ‘ ¢ ployment
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« ployment in fome one or other of the
« public offices, on which you and I
¢ may live comfortably together the re-
¢ mainder of our days.’

¢ Accordingly, at his next Meeting
¢ with lady Mellafin, he told her, he had
¢ a prefent occafion for a fum of money,
¢ and fhe muft let him have five hundred
¢ pounds, within four or five days at
¢ fartheft. — This, it feems, extremely
¢ ‘alarmed her ; fhe replied, that it was
¢ impoffible for her to procure fo much
¢ at once, — complained that he had beep
¢ too preffing upon her, and told him,

¢ that he ought not to expect fhe could
¢ always fupply his extravagancies in the
¢ manner fhe had lately done. — High
¢ words arofe between them on this ac-
¢ count 3 — fhe reproached him with the
¢ ftraits he had already put her to, —
¢ faid he muft wait till money came into
¢ her hands. — He fwore the prefent exi-
¢ gence of his affairs required an imme-
¢ diate fupply, — that he faw no remedy
¢ but arrefting you,, and they parted in
¢ great anger, -

¢ The next day he fent me to her with
¢ a letter; — neither fhe, nor mrs. Prinks,
¢ was at home, and I did not judge pro- .
per to. leave it with the fcrvantm

L)
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arried it back again: —he did not
appen to afk me for it, and I never
wought of returning it, which I am
ow very glad of,” as jt may ferve to
orroborate the truth of what I told

ou.

n fpeaking this, fhe prefented a paper
mr. Goodman, which he tock haftily
“of her hands, and found it contained
fe'words: ’

‘To lady MeLLasIv,
*"Madam,

-

y OUR excufes wont 'do with me.—

Money I muft have ; — I know you
ny raife it if you will, and I am

mazed you fhould imagine I cah be-

eve any thing you fay to the contrary,
then you have an old fellow, who,
ou yourfelf told me, knows no end to
is wealth, and that you married him
nly to make him my banker. — Do
ot, therefore, offer to ‘trifle’ with me
ny longer, for if you do, by my foul
fl{all put the bond in force, and then
here will be an end of all love and all

riendfhip between you and him, who

a$ been” for fo many years,

* . % Your conftant fervant, :
A ' ' ¢ O, MarrLUSB.
) - o O

n
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¢« Oh! wretched, —wretched woman!*
cried mr. Goodman, as foon as he had
done reading, — ¢ to how low, — how
<« contemptible a ftate has vice reduced
¢ her I”” — Mrs. Marplus, perceiving by
his countenance the diftraction of his
mind, would not profecute her difcourfe,
till he, recovering himfelf a little, bid
her go on, if any thing yet remained to
be related of this fhocking narrative. ‘

¢ I have told you, fir,’ refumed fhe,
the preparations, the confequence you
are but-too well acquainted with.—~1
have only to affure you, -that I had not
difcovered my hufband’s bafenefs, but
with a view of your doing yourfelf juf-
tice; — you have no occafion to pay-
this bond, — you can prove it a fraud
by the joint evidence of myfelf his wife,
and another perfon, no lefs deeply.con-
cerned in the contrivance, and is ready.
to make his affidavit of every particular
I have recited ; — but then whatfoever,
is done, muft be done with expedition,
or he will be paft the reach, either of
you or me. —1I have juft now learned,
that inftead of purchafing an employ-
¢ ment, as he pretended to me, he is
¢ privately preparing to go over to Hol-
< land, Bruflels,, or fome of thofe Pl?‘.;d
: 6 .
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¢ and fettle there with a young hufley,
¢ who, they fay, is with child by him,
¢ and will leave me here to ftarve. His
¢.lawyer, to whom he has affigned the
¢ bond, is to advance fifteen hundred
¢ pounds upon it, on condition he has
¢ the refidue of ‘it to himfelf, when you .
¢ fhall difcharge the'whole. Now it is
¢ in your power, fir, to fave yourfelf the
. })aymem: of fo much money, - and re-
¢ lieve a much injured and diftrefled wife,
¢ by complaining to the court of Chan-
¢ cery of the impofition practiced on you, -
¢ and procure a Ne exeat regmum to
¢ prevent his efcape.’

Here the gave over fpeaking, and mx.
Goodman, after a fhort paufe, replied,
- that he could not at that inftant refolve
on any thing ; but added, that he would
- take fome advice, and then let her know
how far fhe might be ferviceable to him :
— on which fhe took her leave, after
) ﬁvihg him diretions where the might

found.

Ricke
*

CHAP.
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CHAP. XV. ‘

Shews fome part of the confequences, ‘
 produced by the foregoing occurrence.

TH OUG H. mr. Goodman very eafily
perceived the wife of Marplus had

not made the difcovery fhe had done
through any principle of ‘confcience, or
true contrition for having been an accom-,
lice in the bafe altion fhe had revealed,
gut meerly-in revenge to a hufband, who
had ufed her ill, ang was about to leave
her, yet he thought it behoved him to
draw all the advantages he could, from
the knowledge of fo aftonithing, and fo

alarming a fecret.

© -He ‘therefore wafted no time, éither ih
"Ey\ia‘ﬂing refleétions on his own incon-
eraterfefs in marrying at his years, a
woman, fuch as lady Mellafin, nor in
exclamations on her ingratitude and per-
fidioufnefs, but canvincéd beyond a doubt
of the wrongs he had fuftained, bent his
whole mind on doing himfelf juftice, in -
as ample a manner as poffible, on theagh
grefiors. Ry
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The laévycr, to whom he had applied
the day before, was not only a perfon who

had tranfacted all the bufinefs he had in -

his way, but was alfo his acquaintance of
a long ftanding, and very good friend,
and it was no inconfiderable confolation,
under fo grievous a misfortune, that he
~was not at a lofs whom he fthould confult
on an affair that required the greateft in-

tegrity, as well as ability. o

That gentleman, luckily for mr. Good-
man’s impatience, came to enquire how
he did, after’his laft night’s fhock, juft
‘as he was preparing to wait on him, in
order -to acquaint him with the more
ftabbing one he had fince reccived : —
this injured hufband rejoiced, as muchas
the prefent unhappy fituation of his mind
would permit, at the fight of his friend,
and related to him, in as brief a manner
~ as he could, the fum of the whole ftory

he had received from mrs. Marplus.

«« Good God!” faid the lawyer, as foon
.as mr. Goodman had given over {peaking,
It am confounded ; — but pray, fir,
~how have you refolved to do? — In
“what. way will you proceed ?” —«— .
Ahat I muft afk of you,” replied
Goodman, haftily ; ¢ you may be

o, 11. I ¢ certaim
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%t certain I will not be paffive in this
¢ matter. — I only want to know what
¢ courfe I am to fteer.” —¢¢ Could you
«¢ confent,” cried the lawyer, after a
paufe, ¢ to be divorced from lady
%¢ Mellafin ?*”* — ¢ Confent !” faid mr.
Goodman, with more warmth than be-
fore, ¢ the moft terrible vexation I en-
«¢ dure, dwells in the confideration, that

s¢ fhe is ftill my wife ; — were once thar

“¢¢ name erafed, Ithink I thould be eafy.”
— ¢ I hope then foon to fee you fo,”
faid the other; ¢ but the firft thing we
¢ have to do is to get the affidavits of
‘¢¢ the two witneffes, and then arreft Mar-
¢¢ plus. —1 fhall order it fo with his law-
¢ yer, whom I have under my thumb, on

¢ “account of fome mal-practices I have -

#¢ detetted him in, that he {Hall not dare
#¢ to procure bail for this unworthy cli-
. $¢ ent. — In fine, fir,”> continued he,
¢ I do notdoubt, the cafe being fo plain,
¢ but to relieve you from paying the
s< penalty of the bond ; but, in the mean
¢ time, what will you do with lady Mel-

#¢ lafin'? — It is neceffary fhe fhould be

s« removed out of the houfe.” — ¢ The
¢ houfe is hell to me while fhe is in it,”
faid mr. Goodman. — They had fome
further talk on this affair, and the man-
ser in which “mr. Goodman was to cop-

_—
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du@ himfelf being fettled, a footman was
{ent to bid mrs. Prinks come dowa.

That confidanté of all her lady’s guilty
fecrets could not, now detefted, behold
the face of mr. Goodman, without the
extremeft terror and confufion : — he per-
ceived it, as fhe ftood trembling fcarce

. half within the door, not daring to ap-
proach, — ¢¢ Come near,”” faid he, ¢you
¢ are a fervant, and below the effeéts of
«“ my refentment, which otherwife you
« might have caufe to dread. — I have 2 °
<« meilage to fend by you to your lady,
v« — take care you deliver it in the words
<« I give it.””~On which fhe ventured
to advance a few fteps farther into the
room, and he went on, with a,more au-
thoritative voice than fhe had ever heard
him affume before, in this manner :

¢ Tell her,” faid he, * that for many

<¢ reafons. I find. it wholly improper fhe
~¢ fhould remain any longer under the
¢, q;ki‘oof with. mc,y-—-,'deglie:e her there-
<< fare to provide a lodging immediately,
—= for ‘herfelf, and all belonging to her ;
"% ~—you muft all depart this very night,
i _J}; behoves her tg “be fpeedl)-fy.in gher
¢parations.”” .~— ¢ To-night, " fir !
mrs. Prinks ! — ¢ T have faid it,”
ed he, fiercely, — << begone! it is
~ Ta | © ¢ not

oy



172 The HISTORY of

¢ not your bufinefs to reply, but to
¢¢ obey.”” —— She fpoke no more, but re-
tired with much greater hafte than fhe
had entered, : ,

Mr. Goodman, and his lawyer, were
purfuing their difcourfe, on the prefent
meldncholly occafion, when the butler
came in to lay the cloth for dinner: as
{oon as he had finithed, and fet all the
neceffary utenfils on the table, mr. Good-
man ordered him to go to mifs Betfy’s
chamber, and defire her to come downto -

'dimcr [

That young lady had pafied the morn-
ing in a very difagreeable manner : —
the want of repofe the night before had
made her lie in bed &ill the day was
very far advanced : — when fhe got up,
good-manners, good-breeding, and even

-commion civility, obliged her to ‘enquire -

after lady Melafin’s health; and bein
told, that the was ftill in bed, the fame
motives induced her to pay her compli-
ments in perfon. — On entering the cha
ber, a mournful fcene prefented ir
to her eyes : — lady Mellafin fat up,™:
ported by her pillows, with all the tok

of defpair and grief, in every fear
her face 3 — mifs Flora had throw

felf on a carpet by the bed-fide, I
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leaning on the ruélle, and her eyes half
drowned in tears ; — mrs. Prinks ftood
at@ little diftance from them, pale and
motionlefs as a ftatue. — The approach
of mifs Betfy made fome alteration in
their poftures, and feemed to awake them
from that lethargy of filent woe ; — lady
Mellafin began to exclaim on the hard-
nefs of her fate, and the cruelty of mr.
Goodman, who, fhe faid, fecme! glad of
a pretence to throw off that affection,
which fhe had flattered herfelf would
have been as lafting as life, and bewailed
herfelf in terms fo tender and pathetic,
that in fpite of the little refpect, that mifs
Betfy in reality had for her, and the jult
indignation fhe had for fome time con-
ceived againft mifs Flora, her gentle,
generous heart "was touched with the
Rrgngeft emotions of pity and forgive-
nefs.

.- As fhe was far from fufpetting all the
grounds lady Mellafin had for this im-

moderate forrow, and in her foul be-

Tieving that mr, Goodman would foon be
bi‘ougtl:xt to forgive both the affront and
she damage his fortune had fuffered on
het account, fhe begged her ladyfhip
d not indulge the dictates of defpair,
veflet. on the natural fweetnefs of mr.
adman’s difpofition, — the ggeat love
¢ N P he
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ke had for her, and' above all his ftri®t
adherence to thofe principles of religion,
which forbid a lafting refentment ; a—

and, in fine, reminded her of every thing
fhe could think on for her confolation,

Norte of them having yet breakfafted,
fhe ftayed and drank coffee with them,
nor would her compaffionate temper have
permitted her to quit’them fo foon as
ihedid, if the had not been called away
tc a milliner, who was come with fome
things fthe had the day before ordered ta
be brought, and fhe had but juft dif-
ﬁatchcd' this little affair; and got out of

er defhabille, when fhe had' received.
the above-mentioned" meffage from -mr.
Goodman. T

"~ On' her coming into the" parlour;, where:
dinner was that moment ferving up, “ 1
¢« muft requeft the favour of “you, mifs.
% Betfy,” faid mr. Goodman;. “ to do:
¢ the honours of my table to-day.” —<.
<1 fhall do tite beft'T can, fir,” replied -
mifs' Betfy; modeftly, ¢ but am very
¢ forry for the occafion, which obliges,
¢« me to take upon me an office I am fo
¢ little’ accuftomed to.” — « You will be
+¢"the better able to difcharge it whed'l
<t becomes your ' duty;” faid mr. Goti
man, with a half fmile, ¢ but T Gelih
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¢¢_this is the only time .I fhall put you.
¢« to it. — I have a kinfwoman, who I

« exped will be fo good as to take care

« of the affairs of my family hencefor-

¢ ward.”” — < O, fir,” cried mifs Betfy,,
‘with a great deal of concern, ¢ I hope

« lady Mellaﬁn has not for ever forfeited. .
¢ her place.”

Mr. Goodman was about to make fome
seply, when they heard the voice of that
lady, whom mifs Betfy had juft mantioa-
ed, extremely loud upon thz ftiirs, —
¢ I will not be ufed in this manne:,”
cried fhe, < if I muft go, let him ta1l
“« me fo himfelf.”” — On this mr. Good-
“ man grew extremely red : — ¢ Go,”
faid he, to the footman that waited at
table, ¢ and tell'lady Mellafin I will not
% be difturbed.” — ¢¢ Hold,” cried the
lawyer, ¢ permit me, fir, to moderate
¢¢ this matter.”’—In fpeaking thefe words,
he rofe haftily, and without ftaying to
hear what mr. Goodman would fay, ran
to prevent lady Mellafin from coming
in. — While he was gone; < Yes, mxfs
% Betfy,” faid mr. Goodman, ¢ you will
“ lofe your companion;— mifs Flora, .
o thh Ker mother, leaves my houfe to-

14 Mifs
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Mifs Betfy, who had gone out of lady
Mellafin’s chamber, betore mrs. Prinks
trought her this piece of intelligence from
mr. Gocdman, was prodigioufly {urprifed |
to hear him fpeak in this manner. — <« It
¢ is a fudden turn, indeed,” purfued he;
¢ but the reafons which urge me to this
"+ % feparation, will hercafter appear fuch
«¢ as I neither could nor oyght to have
<« refifted,”” — Mifs Betfy only replying,
« that he was certainly the beft judge
« of what he did, no farther difcourfe
«¢ happened on this fubjet, nor indeed
¢ on any other for fome moments.”

At laft, howevet, mr. Goodman taking
notice, that fhe looked more than ordi-
narily ferious, ¢ Perha}ps,” faid he, ¢ you
¢ may think my houfe too melancholly
< for you, when they are gone.— The
<¢ relation I'intend to bring home, though
¢« a perfett good waman, is pretty far
¢ advanced in years, and I believe re-
¢« ceives but few vifits, efpecially from
¢ the younger fort ; — but as the houfe I
<< have hired for mr. Thoughtlefs will be
¢ ready ina day or two, I fhould ima- .
¢ gine he would be glad to have you
¢¢ with him, ’till you marry ;— bue t}is,’,'_;‘
continued he, ¢ is at your own opiiigh

« — I but mention it, becaufe I wof@.:
S s Prtwile o
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® have you entirely eafy in this point,
¢ and confider what. it is will moft con-
« tribute to make you fo.”

Mifs Betfy had only time to ghank him:
for his goodnefs, before the lawyer came
down : — that gentleman had found a.
more difficult’ tafk than he had expetted,. .
in bringing’ lady Mellafin' to fubmit to
the injunctions fhe had received from her-
hufband, — not that fhe had the leaft
fpark of conjugal affection for him,, as
the reader may .very well fuppofe, or
would Rave withedéver to fee him more,.
if the “could have lived without him in.
the fame fathion fhe did. with him; but.
the thouglits of leaving her large and.
richly furniflied. houfe,— her fine fide--
board of plate, — her ceach, — her equi--
page,. and all thofe other enfigns of opu-
lence and ftate fhe now enjoyed, were in-:
fupportable to her,. and having in vain:
eflayed what a feigned penitence and ten-:
dernefs could do,. to work him to-forgive- -
nefs, had now refolved to try the effect
of a2 more haughty and imperious deport--

nt, — ¢ I will make him know I am

ais wife,”” cried fhe,, ¢ and whatever

is poffeft of,. I am an equal fharer

— let him not therefore think, that:

=~ver he is. mafter, T fhall ceafe to.
trefs.” . - o

ILs _The
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The lawyer then remenftrated to hery,
that though it were true as the faid, that -
fhe had a right to E?.rtake of his fortune,,
yet it was ftill in the power of a hufband
to oblige her to receive the benefit of’
that right, in what manner, and in what
place, ie fhould think proper : — he told!
her, mr. Goodman was determined: that.
fhe thould quit his houfe, and that all ap--
plications, made by her to the contrary,,
would be fruitlefs, and exafperate him.
the more, - and only ferve-to widen the
unhappy breich between theém. — <= Iff
«¢ mr. Goodman,’* faid he,. < has no other:
¢ complaint againft your ladyfhip,. than;

< fimply his paying the penalty of the:

« bond, and' it may be fome other:
¢ trifling debts, I'gannot think he will,,
s« for any length of time, pérlevers “in.
«his prefent inflexibility of témper.” —
Thefe. arguments, and fome others he

- made ufe of, enforced. with3all the rhe-
“toric- and art he was mafler of, at Mft:

’

convinced her, that it was beft for her to,
yield with a fe¢ming willingne(s to  the:
fate it was not in her power to. avaid, and;
the promifed him to fend’ Prinks digeGly;
to hire an apartment fo¢ her,, at a hLouf
near Golden Square, with the miftrefg
which fhe had fome fmall acquaintanc
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The whole time this gentleman had
been with. lady Mellafin, the meat was -
kept upon the table, but he would not-

ftay to eat, — ¢« We have not a minute

¢ to lofe,” faid he to mr. Goodman ; =
¢ let.us go, fir, and difpatch- what we.
“ have to do.” — With thefe wosds they
both went haftily out of the doors, leav- -

ing mifs Betfy in a good deal of confter-
nation at what they were about..

CHAP. XVL .

*a Kind of oko;, @ mimture of many
things, alt of them very much to the:
purpofe, though lefs entertaining than.

Lome others.

ADY’ Mellafin, who lirtle expected”

' that her bhufband was made fo well

jaainted, or even that he had the leaft

wught of the worft part of her beha-

i towards him, was ready enough to -

“r. herfelf, both frem her expericace:

“=~common tendernefs for her, and. .
it his lawyer had infinuated, in -

prevail on her to go away with

“nnife, that when this guft of paf--
I6 fion.
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fion was blown over, he would be recen~
ciled, and confent to her return.

Thefe imaginations made her carry it
with 2 high hand before the fervants, and-
as they were packing up her things, while
mrs. Prinks was gone to prepare a lodg-
ing’ for her, — <« Your mafter will be’
¢« glad to fetch me home again,” cried
fhe ; — ¢¢ poor man ! he has been ftrange-
« ly wrong-headed of late. —} fuppofe
¢ he will'be ready to hang himfelf when
_ ¢ he confiders what he has done, for he
“.may be fure I fhall not very eafily
« forgive the affront he has put. upon:
« me.” )

How truly amiable is. an unblemifhed
charalter, and how contemptible is the
reverfe ! — Servants: naturally, love and re--
fpect virtue in thofe they live with, and
feldom or never either flatter or conceal
the vices they do not greatly profit by.
~— The airs lady Mellafin gave herfelf,,
on this occafion, were fo far from making,

“them believe her innocent, or their mafter
‘blameable, that as foon as they had got
out of her fight, they only turned Ber
pride, and the fall it was going to fuftain,,

wnto ridicule and grimace. Er IR
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Mifs Betfy, however, could not fee
them depart in this manner, without feel-
ing a very deep concern : — their misfor-
tunes obliterated all the refentment fhe
had at any time conceived againft them,.
. and fhe had never before been more an-
gry, even with mifs Flora, for the trea-
chery fhe had been guilty of to her, than
fhe was now grieved at the fight of her
humiliation.

She was fitting alone, and full of very
ferious refletions on this fudden change
in the family, when her brother Thought-
lefs came in : — fhe was glad ef the op-
portunity of founding his inclinations, as
to her living with him, and now refolved
to do it effetually  — fhe began with

* telling him, the whole ftory of lady Mel-
lafin’s: and mifs Flora’s removal, and

'n complained how dully fhe fhould

s her time, with only mr. Goedman,,

i an old gentlewoman, who was to.

ae to be his. houfe-keeper. — ¢ I

hought you. were about marrying,”
t he, “ and expelted from what mr.
“oodnman wrote to. me, that my ﬁrf’c{'

mpliment to you, en my arrivaly”

~1ld have been to have withed you

. — You are not broke off with the
'leman, —are you 2"

’ : The

B,
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Thc carelefs air with w.huzh he fpokc.
thefe words, ftung mifs Betfy to the-
quick ; fhe took no notice, however, how.
much fhe was piqued at them, but re-
plied, that the whole affair was mere
fuggeftion ; — that it was true,. indeed,,
the had for fome time: received the ad-.
‘drefles of a gentleman,, recommended by
her brother Frank ; — that Ke, and fome
other of her friends, were very much for
the match, ‘and fhe fuppofed- had {poke
of it as a thing concludge on, becaufe-
they wilhed it to be fo; By
part, fhe never had as e
one ferious thought about thdgatter, and
at prefent was. far from havige i
pofition to become a wife ; g
continued fhe,. ¢ if I am, :
‘“in mr. Geodman’s houlgy, ’till. I am.

< relieved that way, it is &
"« I may be moped to dea
 ried to my grave.’

« Where is the ncceﬂity for that 2"
faid he : ¢ Are there not places enough:
“ in town, where you may find, goct
“ company to baard,. or. lodge with 2% -
* Doubtlefs there are many fuch,. &~
replied fhe, with fome fpirit, < andat
“ am fo unhappy as not to.kb-
s friend fo kind to make me a__g,

L

Vo
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« tion, fhall be obl;ged to feck an afylum.
« among ftrangers.”

Mr. Thoughtlefs looked a.little. con-
founded at thefe words ;— he had feen
from: the beginning of her difcourfe, the
aim to which it tended,. and as he had
his own reafons for not: complying with.
her defires, would not feem to underftand
her, but fhe now. fpoke too plain, and he’
was fomewhat: at a lofs what anfwer. to.
make, fo as nat to give ler any caufe of
accufing his want of affeition, and at the-
fame-time put her off from expe@ing he
would agree’to, what fhie wouldgxave him,.
in this point, when fortunately for his re-
lief, a letter juft brought by the poft
was prefented to mifs Betfy. — ¢ From
¢ T p—ne,” faid the, as foon as fhe.
took it into her hand. —<¢ From brother

* Frank, then, I fuppofe, cried he. —-

No,”” anfwered fhe, *“from lady Trufty:

— you will excufe me, brother, while I.

look over. the contents.”— She broke:

spen while fhe was fpeakmg, and read:

h::rfclf as follows.=: ,
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To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS..

< My dear mifs Betfy, '
° SIR Ralph received yefterday a letter
¢« “ from mr. Thoughtlefs, dated Calais.
the third Inftant, fo I doubt not, but
by this time I may congratulate you on
his fafe arrival in London';. but I am.
forry to acquaint you, that while you
were embracing one brother, you were.
in very great danger of lofing another;
but do:not be too much. alarmed, —
I hope the worft is paft: —1I believe:
he gave you an account himfelf, that
by an unlucky fall from his horfe he
was prevented from going to Landon fo
foon as he bad defigned, but the mif-
chief done him by this accident, was
.much. greater than he imagined at the
time of his writing to you. - What he
took only for a common bruife proved
to be a contufion, and for want of pro-
per care at firft, through the outrage-
oufnefs of the.pain,. foon brought on a.
fever : — for two whole days we were
in the utmoft apprehenfions for his life
but now, thanks ta the author of
¢ mercies, we are-affured by the phyfi~
¢ that attends him,. and’ who is eft~
¢ the moft fkilful this country =z
¢ that he is in a fair way of doing

L)
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— His delirium has quite left him, and
he has recovered the ufe of his reafon,
fo far as to intreat I would fend “the
warmeft withes of his heart to you,
and to defire you will make the fame
acceptable to his dear brother, if you
are yet fo happy as to fee him: —he
alfo enjoins you to put his compliments
to mr. Trueworth, in fuch words as are
befitting the friendthip you know he
.has for him. — I have much to fay to
you fram myfelf, on the {cere of that °
gentleman, and thould be glad to add
to the advice I have already given you,
but am deprived of that fatisfattion by
the arrival of fome company, who are
come to pafs a week or fortnight with
us, therefore muft defer what I have to -
fay till another opportunity.— Farewell,
may heaven flill keep you under its
protection, and your guardian angel ne-
ver fail his charge.— Be affured, that
though I do not write fo long, nor fo

¢ often to you as I could wifh, I am always,.

¢ With the greateft fincerity,
¢ My dear mifs Betfy,
~# Your very affetionate friend,

; } ¢ And humble fervant,
} ‘éﬂﬂ' ¢ M. TrusTy.
«P.S.
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«-P.S. I wrote the abeve this morning,
¢ becaufe one of our menrwas to have
¢ gone pretty early to town, but fir
¢ Ralph having fome letters of his own,

which were not then ready, detained
him, and I have now the pleafure to
tell you, that the dotor, who- is this.
moment come from your brother’s
chamber, aflures me, that he has
found him wenderfully amended,
fince his vifit to him laft night, —
< Once more, my dear, adieu.’

~

LI S O ]

Mr. Thoughtlefs perceiving fome tears
in the eyes of mifs Betfy, while fhe was
reading, cried out, ¢ Whatis the matter,
« fifter »—1I hope no ill news frem the
¢¢_countpy:?’ — « Be pleafed- to read that,,
« fin,” faid fhe, giving him the letter,
« and fee if I had net caufe to-be aﬂ'eﬂ:ed-
‘.with fome part of it.’ '

¢ Poor Frank,” faid he, as foon as he
had done reading, ¢“Iam very forry for the:
“ accident has happened to him, but more
¢ glad thatitis like to be attended with no
¢ worfe confequences. — Do not be me-
¢ lancholly, my dear fifter, you find ge:
“ is in a fair way of recovery,.

<« hope we fhall foon have him with* ; *-'.:

e}

e

« 1 long very much to fee him,’ umi:




Mifs Bersy THOUGHTLESS. 184
tinued hd, ¢ and the more fo, as I have
«- {poke in his behalf to a general officer,
« whom I contracted an intimacy with
« at Paris, and who has promifed him all
« the fervice he can, in procuring him a.
& commiffion.” - '

They had fome further talk on family’’
affairs, after which he told her, he was
troubled to leave her alome, but was oblig-
ed to return to fome company he had
made an' elopement from when he came
there. At parting; he faluted her with a
great deal of affection, — defired fhe
“would'be chearful, ‘and' faid, he dare be-
lieve fhe had too much meritever to have
any real caufe tobe otherwife.

This tendernefs very much exhilerated
ker draoping fpirits, — fhe entertained
frefh ‘hopes of being in the houfe with a
brother, who: the found defigned to live
in the moft elegant and polite manner,
which Was what the had, at prefent, the
moft at heart of any thing in the world :
~ the 'now began to fancy he did not
propofe it to her, ¢ither becaufe he did
not think fhe would approve of it, of
afe he feared,. that to teftify- any de--
e of removing her might offend mr..

dinan,, as fhe ‘had boarded with him-
: ‘ : : | ever
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ever fince fhe came to town; = fhe
therefore refolved to defire the favour of
that gentleman to mention it to him, as
of his own accord, and let her kpow what
anfwer he fhould make. — This idea gave
her fome pleafure for a while, but’'it was
- as foon diffipated ; — the thoughts of her
brother Frank’s mlsfortunc, and the dan-
ger fhe could not be fure he was yet per- 1
tectly recovered from, came again. into
her mind ; but this alfqI vamﬁ'}ed on re(i
membring the hopes ru ha
given hcr% yet ﬂ:xllpfhe a:}zs dxfcoﬁgented
though fhe knew not well at what. —In
fine, the was fo little accuftomed to- re-
fle€ much on any thing, much lefs to be
alone, that it became extremely irkfome
" to her. — ¢ What a wildernefs is this
© <« houfe I”* cried fhe to herfelf.-—< What
« a frightful follitude! — One would
< think all the world knew lady Melafin
< and mifs Flora were gone, that nobody
¢ comes near the door. — How ftill # —

¢« How quiet is every thing 2’ — Then
would fhe ftart from her chair, meafure
how many paces were in the room,—
look at ene picture, — then on anothcr,
- —then on her own refemblance in the
great glafs ; — but all this would not do
— fhe wanted fomebody to talk tpig
fomething new to amufe herfelf y wij
« ] wonder,” faxd the, ¢ what is
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«¢ of Trueworth,—1I have not feen him
< thefe. three days, — indeed I ufed him
¢« a little ill 'at our laft converfation ; —
« but what of thit ? If he loves me, as
‘e well as he profefles, he will “not fure
« pretend to be affronted at any thing I
¢ do. — My brother defires me to give
¢« his comp iments, but if the man-will
“¢ pot come to receive them, ’tis none of
j“ my fault ; — yet after all,” continued
fhe, having paufed a little, * what pri-
<« vilege has our fex to infult and tyra-
¢ nize over the men? — It is certainly
¢¢ both ungenerous and ungrateful to ufe
‘«« them the worfe, for ufing us, perhaps,
¢ betrer than we deferve. — Mr. True-
«¢ worth i a2 man of fenfe, and, if I were
< in his place, I would not take fuch
<< treatment from 'any woman in the
«¢ world. — I could not much blame him
¢¢ if he never faw me more. — Well, — .
< when next he comes, I will, however,
'« behave to him with more refpc&.”

Thus did the ditates of a truly reafon-
le woman, and the idle humiour of a
in coquette, prevail by turns over her
fuating. mind : — her adventure afe
> Forward’s came frefh into her head;
* was in fome moments angry with
[rueworth for offering his advice;
*»rs, more angry\thh herfelf, for

not
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not having taken it.—— She remained in
this perplexity till a fervagt, finding it
grew late, and that his mafter did nat
fup at home, came .in, and ‘afked ‘her if
fhe would not pleafe to have the cloth
Jaid, to which fhe anfwered, with all
her heart ; on which, the table being im-
mediately fpread, fhe eat of fomething
-that was there, and foon after went to
bed, where, ’tis probable, fhe loft in fleep, [
- both all the pleafure ‘fd the pain of her
paft meditations. ' o

Mr. Goodman was all this while, as
well for feveral fucceeding days alfo, bu-
fily employed on an dffair no lefs difa-
. %rceable than it was new to him ; but by
the diligence and adroitnefs of his lawyer,
he got the affidavit, the warrant, and
cvery thing neceflary for the ~“intended
profecution of Marplus and lady Mellafin,
ready much_ fooner than many others
would have done, or he himifelf had ex-
pected. o TR

" The fatigue and perplexity He was un-
der was indeed very great, as may be
eafily fuppofed, -yet did it not render him
negle&tful of mifs Betfy : — fhe had.de-
fired him to fpeak to her -brother on her
account, and he did {o the firlt opportte
nity, — not as if the thing had been- mefié:

1+

tiorest: |
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tioned by her, but as if he, in the prefent
fituation of is family, .thought her remo-
val convenient. _

M:t. Thoughtlefs, from what his fifter
dad faid, expected he thould one time or
other be fpoke more plainly to upon
ithat fubje&, had prepared himfelf with
an anfwer-3 — he -told mr. Goodman,
that nothing could have been more fatis-
factory to him, than.to” have his fifter
with him, if her being fo were any ways
proper ; — ¢ but,” faid he, ¢ asI am

. *¢ a fingle man, I fhall have a crowd of
¢ oay young fellows continually coming
<< to my houfe, and I cannot anfwer that
<¢ all of them wauld be able to behave
< with that ftri¢t decorum, which I thould
< wifh to fee always obferved towards-a
¢ perfon fo near to me : — her prefence,
«¢ perhaps, might be fome check upon
¢ them, and theirs no lefs difagreeable
¢«-to her. — In fine, mr. Goodman,”
continued he, ¢ itis a thing wholly in-
<¢ confiftent with that freedom I propofe
¢ to live in, and I would not have her
«¢ think on it.””

It was not that this . gentleman wanted
Aatural affe€iion for his fifter, that he re-
&fuﬁ:d what he was fenfible the fo much
sgdefired, but he was at prefent fo circum-

ftanced, .
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ftanced, that to have complied would,
under a fhew of kindnefs, hjge done her
a real injury. — He had brought with him
a young and very beaufiful miftrefs from
Paris, of whom he was fond, and jealous

to that extravagant degree, that he could
fcarce fuffer her a moment from his fight:
— he had promifed her the fole command |

of his houfe and fervants, and that fhe
fhould appear as his wife in all refpeéts
except the name. — How could he, there-
fore bring home a fifter, who had a right
to, and doubtlefs would have claimed all
thofe privileges another was already in
pofieffion of ? — And how would it have
agreed with the charatter of @ virtuous
young lady, to have lived it the fame
houfe with a woman kept by ‘her brother
as his miftrefs

But this was a fecret mifs Betfy was as
yet_wholly unacquainted with ; and when
mr. Goodman repeated to her what had
pafled between them, on her fcore, and
the excufe her brother had made for not

complying with the propofal, the thought

it fo weak, and withal fo unkind; that
. the could not forbear burfting into tears :
—the good-natured old gentlemanc~ *°
not fee her thus affli¢ted without F
extremely concerned, and faying -
kind things to pacify her: =< ]

@ -

|
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s .weep,” faid he, ¢ I will make it my
« bufinefs, #- nay my:ftudy, - to procure
« fome place where you may be béarded
. ¢ to your fatisfaction.” — <¢ I beg, fir,”
<« that you will not miftake my meaning,
<« — I do affure you, fir, I am not want-
<t ing in fenfibility of your goodnefs to
¢ alt qur familyy and to.me in particular.
¢ —1 muft indeed be ftrangely ftupid
¢ not tq think myfelf happy under the
. ¢« protection of a gentleman of fo humane
¢«¢ and benign a -difpofition. — Nb, “fir;
¢ be'perfwaded there is no houfe in Lon-
¢¢ don, except that of an ownh brother, I
¢¢ would prefer to yours ; — I will, there-
¢<; fotey_.with. your permiffion, -continue
<¢;here, nor entertain the leaft thought of
¢ removing, unlefs fome accident yet un-
«¢ forefeen oblige me to it.” _
. Mr. Goodman then told her, ithat hé
fhould be glad fthe would always dowhat
was moit for her own eafe. This was all
the difcourfe they. had upon: this head,
and when mifs Betfy began to confider
ferioufly.on the behaviour both-of lady
vicllafin and. mifs Flera, fhe-found: theré
»- Jittle reafon for her to. regretthe-lofs
**ir fociety 3— nor that: the ought te
=ir. Goodman’s houfe lefs agreeable
ir being out -of ‘it ; -~ {He ‘récéived
b as fhe approved of, who had
m, K come

- e ——
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come to vifit them, and by doing fo were
acquainted w,\th her, and as to t.hofc, who
wifited herfelf in particular, it was the
{ame as ever. — Mr. Goodman’s kinfwo-
man, now his houfekeeper, was a well- 1
bred, accamplithed woman, and a chear-
ful agreeable companion ; — fhe feemed
ftudious to oblige her ;— all. the fervants
were ready to do every thing fhe defired,
and it would have been difficult for her to
have found any place where. fhe could
have been better accommodated, .or have
had more caufe to be contented ; and the
would doubtlefs have thought herfelf more
happy than fhe had ever been fince her -
coming to mr. Goodman’s, if other things
of a different nature had net gwcu her
fome nnguiet. mOments. , %

But befides the unkmdnefs of one bre-
ther, on whom the had built the moft
pleafing hopes, and the indifpofition of
another, for whom fhe had a very great
pffection, the late behaviour of mr. True-
worth gave her much matter of mortifi-
cation : — fhe had not feen him for u
~ wards of a week, ~ fhe unputcd this
_fence to the rebuﬁ' fhe had given him. at
his laft vifit ; and though fhe couldget
avoid confefling in her heart, that fhadiah:
greated him neither as a gentlernan,« DS
kxcnd, yet her vanity ha.vmg f SO

1
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hat he was incapable of refenting any
‘hing fhe did, received a prodigious -
hock by the dzfappomtmcnt it now fufs -
-ained.

) ) . v
CHAP. XVI. |
Contains only fuch Things as the reader

might reafonably expect to bave hw:
, ny‘ormed of before.

IT was the fate of mifs Betfy to attra®
t number of admirers, but never
to k n alive, for any length of time, the
flame fhe had infpired them with. —Whe-
ther this was owing to the inconftancy of
the addreflers, or the ill condu& of the
perfon addrefled, cannot abfolutely be de- -
termined’; but it is hlghly probable, that
both’ thefe motives might fometimes con-
cur-to the lofing heTIE) many conquetts.
— Mr. Trueworth had been the moft af-
fiduous, and alfo the moft perfevering of
all, that had ever yet ware hee chains; —
his love. had gompelled - his Judgment to
a.n unplicit obediepceto her will ; —
L-2"fbmitted to humour all the little

cies of her temper,. and affected
;ﬁnmfy at whathis reafon could
*PProve ; «— he éﬁattered :

K 2 " himfelf,

L)
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himfelf, that all that was blameworthy in
her would wear off by degrees, and that

o every error would be her [aft; %ill a lotg

fucceflion of repeated inadvertencies made
him firft begin to fear, and then -to be
convinced, that however innocent fhe
might be in fac, her manner of behavi-
our would #l°{uit with, the: chharaer he |
withed thould always be maingained by.
“the woman he ‘made choice of for a wife.

His meeting her at mifs Forward's, *
her obftinate perfifting in goipg to the
play With that abandoned creaturé, “after
the remofiftrances He had made Hér on
that fcore, — her’ returning home fo-iate,
and in diferder, conducted by a ftranger,
——in fine, what he faw himfelf, and had
been told, concerning the proceedings -
of that night, gave the finifhing ftroketo
all his hopes, that the would ever, at
leaft while youth and’beauty lafted; be
brouglhit to a juft fenfibility of the fathion
in which fhe ought to act. - '

If the letter, contrived and fent by the
mifchievous mifs Flora, had teached his
hands but two days fooner, it would have.
had no other effect upon him, thah tomake -
him fpurn the invective fcroll beneiiftlis
feet, and wifh to ferve the authot ¥¥RE
fame manner ; but poor mifs- Begf§
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by her own miimanagement, prepared his
heart to receive any impreflions to- her
prqudnce, yet was the fcandal it contained
of fo grofs akind, that he could not pre-
{fently give into the belief of it, — ¢ Good
« God !”’ cried he, ¢ it is impoffible ;—if
¢« {he has fo little fenfe of honour, or re-
‘. putatxon, .as the lightnefs of her car-
¢ riage makes fome people too ready to
¢ imagine, her very pride is fufficient to
¢ fecure her virtue : — fhe would not, —
% could not condefcend to the embraces
#¢ of aman, who thought fo meanly of
¢ her, 'as to attempt the gaining her on
s aay other fcorc than that of marriage !
#¢ —and yet,” purfued he, after 4 paufe,
¢ .who knows, but that very pride, which

. ¢ feems to be her defence, may have
¢ coritributed to her fall ? — She-has va-
< nity enough to imagine the may act
¢ 'witly inpunity 4vhat -the would con-
¢ demn .in others. ~— She rmght fa.ncy,
S4-qs: ﬂic B)&: fays,_

o -That faultlcfs form could a& 10

- ¢ crime,

.. 6. But ‘heav’n, on lookmg on it,. muﬂ:
‘;‘forgnvc Lo

F
‘Jbﬂ’“ Why‘ thcﬂ.” oont»}mcd hc, ,“ Ihould
3% the foolifh remains of that tendernefs I
B mce ‘had fof her make rge ftill heﬁtatc
; " K3 L %W

-
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¢ to believe her guilty ? — No, — no,
¢ the account before me has, too much
¢« the face of truth;—it js too circum-
¢ ftantial to be the work of meer inven-
¢« ticn. — No one would forge a lie, and
<« at the fame time ‘prefent the means of |
« detefing it to be {fo.— Here is thevil- |
-« lage fpecified, — thie nurfe’s name, =
« a particular dire¢tion how I may con- |
«« vince myfelf of the thameful truth. —
<« There is no room to doubt.”

To ftrengthen the opinion he dmd now -

-of her guilt, the words mifs Flora had
faid to him, returned to his remembifi¥fte,

. —¢ That there was a time when mifs
«_Betfy had trufted her with her deareft
s fecrets.” — < §er deareft fecrets !
cried he : = <¢ What fecrets can a virtuous
«¢.young lady have, that fhun the light,
¢ and require fo much fidelity in the con-
s¢ cealmént of ¥ — No, — no,— it muft |

- ¢ be this mifs Flora meaned by that:em-
< phatic expreffion. — The "other could
<« not hide the confequence of her thame-
¢ ful paffion from the family ; —lady
« Mellafin and mifs Flora muft knoW it,
« and perhaps jnany more, who, while

- ¢« they were witnefles of the tef{j)e& I m
¢ her, laughed at'the folly: of mry ¥

¢ credulity.”
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Thus at fome times did he believe her
‘no lefs guilty than the lester faid, but at
others, fentiments of a ,dlﬁ'erent nature
Erevalled and pleaded in her favour ; —

er adventure with the gentleman com-
moner at Oxford came into his head : —
s« If the two great gaiety of her temper,}’
faid he, < led herinto a danger, the then
¢ hadcourage and virtue to extricate herfelf
¢« out of it.”’ — He alfo recolletted feveral
cxpreﬂions fhe had cafually let fall, tefti-
fyving Jer difdain and abhorrence of every
thmg that had the leaft appearance! of ,in-
acy 3 — but -then relapfing into his
ts, — ¢¢ Yet who,”"cried | he, -
“« ‘ean account for accident ? —
s, ﬂw might in one yinguarded moment
¢.grant what in another fhe would bluth

¢ to think of.”

~ How temlm: is thc ﬁtuauonof a lovcr,
" whe endeavours all he can to reconcile -
hig reafon to his paffion, yet to which
fide -foever he bends his thoughts, finds
them -things fo diametrically oppofite and
incompatible, = that either the one or the
other muft be totally renounced. — Wil-
Yng 'therefore to' take the party, which
, ould beft become -his honour and repu-
eion, mr. Trueworth refelved to banith.
ot his ,gnmd all the ideas of thofe ami~
TR - K4 e abh
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able qualities he had adfired in mif
Betfy, and remember only thofe which
gave him occafion for difguft.

But this was a tafk not fo eafy to be -
accomplifhéd as he imagined ; for though
the irregudarity of mifs Betfy’s conduct
was of itfelf fufficient to deter him from «
marriage with her, yet he found he ftood '
in need of all helps to enable Mm to
drive that once fo plcaﬁng oché’t enurely :
from his mind. -

To be therefore mote fully confirmed
how vtterly unworthy {h¥ was- of his réy
gard, ‘than eould - be. mad¢ by this
anonymous accufation, -he went in perfon
down to Dcnham, where following the
dire@tions given him in the letter, the
cottage where Goody Buthman lived was
prefently pointed out to hag, by the firft *
perfon he enquired of. —'%¢ So far, at
s Jeaft,” faid he to himfelf; : << the letter-
%< writer has told truth,” —%¥1e then fcnt ‘
his fervant with the horfes ‘to wait his re- |
turn at a public houfe in the village, and
wfalked towards the place he came m fearch
O .

; " = '.'. v

He found the honeft ' countrywori
hold-mg a child in her arms on one S
of the -ﬁre, — two rofy boys wege &

’ 'y oD
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egpoﬁte to her, with each a great piece:
ef bread and butter in his hand. — At
fight of a"ftrange gentleman fhe - got off
her feat, and dropping a -low] curtefy,.
cried, ¢ Do you pleafe to want my hus-
« band, fir ?*’ — « No,” faid mr. True-
worth, ¢ 'my bufinefs is with you,” if you.
¢ are mrs. Bufhman.” — Gopdy Buth-.
¢ man, an’t pleafe you, fir,” teplied fhe..
= And then bidding the boys_ get furthew
front the cl_ijinney; reached’him the hand-
fomeft joint-ftool her cottage’ afforded for:
himefit down s . o

. .He tqld,,hcr,“that;hchad' a kigfwoman,. -
who had Jgme thoughtsof putting a child. «
to nurfe futo.the tountry, —; that fhe had<
bcen,recomﬁn"ﬂed»; ~ ¢ but,” . faid he,

« can. we have . nothing to drifk toge-

. ._¢ ther ? ~—*What fort of liquor does this
“ part of th®world Mafford,2” — <« Alagk
« fir,”” replied fhe, ¢ you fine gentlemen,,
« mayljap, may like nothing*but wine,,
¢ and ther¢ is nonie to,be had any negter
<¢ than Uxbridge. * — ¢ Nor cyder,”
criedhe. — ¢ 1 am gf¥id nére. good””
réplied the, << but ‘there is puse good ale

- «¢ down the lang, if your honoug could
:#¢ drink that.” — ¢¢ It is all one & me,”
;faid. mr, Trueworth, ¢ ifgou like it your~

. $&lf>> — Then turning, to: him who.

Sewied e cldeft of the. two boys, « T

ddgued, - K5 . “fuppofe, -

3
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¢¢ fuppofe, my lad,” continued he, < you r
‘¢ can procure us a tankard of t}ps fame

¢ ale,” — < Yes, fir,” cried. his mother,
haftily, ¢ go to Philpot’s, and bid them
¢« fend a can of their beft'ale, and, do
¢¢ you hear, defire my dame to draw it
¢ herfelf.”” — Mr. Trueworth then gave
the boy fome money, and he went on
his errand, * prudently ‘taking with hin
a large flice of bread that happened to lie
upon the dreffer. - ,.

¢ That is a fine child you havein'your

<« lap,” faid. mr. Trueworth, < is it your

« .own ¥ — ¢« No, fir,” anfwered fhe,—

¢ this is a young Londoner.” —¢ Some

. & wealthy citizen’s, I ﬁ}ppofe,” rejoined
he. — < No, by my truly, fir,"”” faid fhe;

¢ it has neither father nor -mother, ' and

¢ belike muft have gone to-the parifh,®

< if a goed fweet young lady had not

¢« taken pity of it, and given it me to

* nurfe; and, would you think it, fir,

¢ is as kind to it, and pays as punctually

« for it, as if it were her own.— My

% husband goes up to London every
. % month to receive the money, and fhe
:4¢¢ neyer lets him ‘come home without it,
¢ an@'give him over and above fix-penq
-¢¢ or a fhilling to drink upon the
¢¢ — poor man, — he loves a-fup ofig
-¢¢ ale dearly, =~ that’s all his“faule
. €

-
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¢ though I cannot fay he’ ever neglects
¢ his bufinefs; — he is up early and
¢« down late, and does a power of work
¢ for a little money. — Sir Roger Hill
¢ ‘will employ nobody but him; and good
« reafon, becaufe he makes. lnm take
¢ whatever he pleafes, and that is little
¢« enough, God knows, for he is a hard
¢ man, and if it-were not-for my nur-
¢ fing, we could not make hoth ends
¢ meet, as the faying is; — but-he is
<¢ our landlord, andwe darcnot dxfobhg:e
« him.”

Tlus innocent countrywoman would
probably have run on with the whole de«
tail of her family affairs, if ‘mr. True-
worth, defirous of turning the tide of her
communicative difpofition into a channel
more fatisfactory to his curwﬁty, had
not mtcrruptcd her.

¢ This is a very extraordmary cha.nty
¢ you have been telling me of,”. faid. he,
s¢ efpecially in 2 young lady 5 — fhe muft
« certamly be fomewhat of kin to the
¢ child.” — ¢ None in the varfal world;

« fir,” anfwered fhe, ¢ only her god--- o

¢ mother.” — The boy now bringgng in
he ale, mr. Frueworth was ebliged te

€, it, and teftify fome fort of aphros
: as the good woman had prarfed
5 K6

it
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it fo much; but he made Her- drink 2
bearty draught of it, after whichy <¢ And
‘¢ pray,’”’ refumed he, what is the name
¢¢ of the child ?’ —< O fir,” replied fhe,
¢ the lady has given it her own namie,
« Betfy ; — fhe is called mifs Betfy
¢« Thoughtlefs herfelf, — though fhe isa
¢ woman grown, and might have had 1
« chil or two of her own; — but you
«_know, fir, - they are all called mifs “ill
] they.m-—mm-ﬁed;’?’_;.x e .o
Y e oard MR Lt :
Mr. Trueworth in the prefent diftur-
bance ‘of his thoughts making no reply,
the went on: — <. She is a fweet ‘young
s« lady, I can tell you, fir,” faid fhe;
¢« I' never faw her but once, and that
¢« was when I went 6 fetch the child,—
¢« fhe ufed me with fo much familiarity,—
s mot. 3 bit proud, — charged me to take-
care of her little Betfy, and told me,
s if the lived, I fhould keep her till fhe
“ was big enough to. go ‘to- fchool,'—
. and told me, fhe would Have her learn
¢ to write; and read, and work ; —¢
¢¢ then fhe would put her ’prentice te
“ mantua-maker, or a milliner, or fo
% fuch ' pretty trade, — and then -
¢ Kngws, fir,”* continued fhe, holdi
the child at aims length, and’ danc
« but fome great gentlemdn®
“ may fall in love Wwith: mylitu

-

£ 49
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_ ¢ and I may live to fee her ride in. her
< .coach ? — .1 warrant fhe will make
Cse much of 'her old nurfe.”

v
i (“..There are many ﬁrange hap
‘¢ pes in the world, indeed,” faid mr.

Trueworth, with a figh. Afaer which,

thinking there was no further dafoovery

to be made, he rofe up to go away ; but

{ecing the change of the money he had
fent by the boy for the: beer, lie upon

the table,” he gave it-to him, faying,

¢« Here, my good boy,. take this, and

¢ divide it with your brother, .fo buy
¢¢. apples.” — Then turning to the nurfe .

took his leave of her with this compli-

_ment, ¢ Well, mrs. Bufhman, I believe

¢ you are a very honeft careful woman,

¢¢ and fhall not fail to remember you
¢ whenever it comes in my way. — In
. ¢ the 'mean time,” added he, putting a
crewn-piece into her hands, - ¢ take this,
¢ and - make merry with your hutband.”"

— The poor woman was fo tranfpotted,

that fhe knew not how to thank him fuf-

- ficiently, — the made’ twenty curtefies,—

crying, < Heaven blefs you, fir; —you

& are'a right noble gentleman I.am fure. .

¢ — Marry fuch gue{’ts come nof every:
! ¢ day.” — And with fuch likaexpreffions

. giof grantude, followed - him ’nll ke was

Sglite out of hearing..’

Whae
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‘What now could this enquiring lover
think ? — Where was the leaft room for
any conjecture in favour of mifs, Betfy’s
" innocence, to gain entrance. ingo - his

breaft ? ~—~ He had feen the child, =~ had
heard by whom, and in what inagney it
was delivered : — the charge ngen with
-it, and the promifes made for its future
protection, and whether the nurfe was
really fo weak as to be impofed upon by
this pretence of chari g or whethcr bribed
o 1mpofe it upon others, the fa&, as re-
lated “in the letter, appeared to him -fo
plain, from every circumftance,. as toad*
mit no poﬂ'xblhty of a doubt. _

A marriage with mifs Bctfy was, theres
fore, now quite out of the queftion with
him ;~ the fafhion of entirely breaking
with her, was the only thing that puzzled
him. — Loth he was to reproach her with
the caufc, and equally loth to be deemed
fo inconftant, as to quit her without a
juftifiable one. — He remained in this di-
lemma for the fpace of two days, at the
~ expiration of which, after much- debati
within himfelf, be wrote, and fent to hé
by a fervant, the following epiftle: . . :
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" 7 To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS.

"¢ MapaMm, :
¢ ,THE very ] fuccefs I have met with;
¢~ in the only bufinefs which brought
¢ me to this town,  has determined me to
¢ quit it with all poffible expedition, and
¢ not to think of a return, ’till Ifind my= .
¢ felf in a difpofition more capable of re-
¢ lithing its pleafures.” You have given
¢ me, madam, too many inftances how
¢ little agreeable my prefence has ever
¢ been, not to ‘convince me, that I ftand.
¢ in no need of an apology far not wait-
¢ ing. on you in perfon, and that this
¢ diftant way of taking my leave will be
¢ lefs unwelcome to you than a vifit,
¢ which perhaps would only have inter-
¢ rupted your more gay amufements, and
¢ broke in, for fome moments, on that
«-round of pleafures, with which you are
¢ perpetually encompafled. — May you
¢ long enjoy-all the felicities the fathion
¢ you chufe to live in €an beftow, while
« ¥ retire to folitude, and loft in contem-
¢ plation, on fome late aftonithing eccur-
¢ rences, cry out with the poet : o
- ¢ There is no wonder, or elfe all is
17« wonder. _ '

¢ If
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< If I {peak in riddles, a very fmallre.
¢ trofpect on fome remarkable paffages in
¢ your own canduét will ferve for the fo-
¢ ‘Jution ; — but that might probably be
< impofing on yourfelf too grént a task.
¢ —1 fhall therefore trouble ydu no far- |
¢ ther than to affuré you, that though I
¢ -cedfe to fée you, I fhall never ceale to.
g.be’/,.',‘ ) R [

" < With the moft friendly withes, .

¢ ..‘ Ty "MAIsAM, .
~ ¢ Your very humble *

2 ¢ C, TRUEWORTH.
0o

- Mr. Truewerth having difpatched this
letter, which he doubted not but would.
Snith all his concerns with mifs Betfy,
thought he had nothing more to do, than
to take leave of the friends he had in
town, and retire to his{eat in the country,.
and there endeavoyr to lofe the remem

brance of all that had been difpleafing;te:
him fince he left it. - s
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‘CHAP. XVHIL

Is of wery fmall importance, yet contains
Juch things as the reader may . ex
to bear. ' .

WHILE mr. Trueworth was employ-
ing himfelf in exploring the truth
of mifs Betfy’s imaginary crime, and
hunting after fecrets to render her morep
unworthy of his love, that young lady’s
head was no lefs taken up with him,
though in a widely different manner ; —
fhe wanted not a juft fenfe of .the merits,
both of his perfon and paffion; and though
a plurality of - lovers, .the power of flas
tering ithe timid with- vain hopes, and
awing: the proudeft into fubmiffion, feem-~
ed to her a greater triumph, thanto be
. the wife of the moft deferving man on
earth, yet when fhe confulted her heart,
fhe found, and avowed within herfelf; the
comld part with that triumph, ‘with lefs
relu@ance in . favour of ms. Trueworth,
than of any other fhe yet had feen.

' 6« His abfence, therefore, and the ftrange -
_spieglett he teflified in not fending to ac-
7 PN il quaing
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quaint her with the caufe, gave her a
much inquietude, as a perfon of her hu-
mour could be capable of feeling ;— but
whether it proceeded in reality from the

firft fhootings of a growing mclination, |
or from that vanity, which made her 1
dread the lofs of fo accomplithed a lover, -

cannot be- eafily determined y— but to
which foever of thefe caufes it was ow-
ing, I think we may be pretty certain,
that had he vifited hér in the fituation

her mind then was, he would have had

no reafon to complain’of his reception.
. . , . ,

She never went abroad without flatter-
ing herfelf with the expectation of hear-
ing, on her, return home, _that he had
been there, or at leaft that fome letter or
mgﬁ'age from him had been left for her,
and e di intment. involved. her in
freth ;ceglexii-?;'?m-f- In fine,: if fhe -had
confidered him with half that juft regard,
while he continued to think her worthy
of his affetions, as fhe was beginning to
do when he was endeavouring to driveall
favourable ideas of her from- his mind,
they might both have be¢en as.happmyas
at prefent they were the contrary. ..

She had been with mifs, Iiahel,
-two other ladies of her acquaintghy '
fee that excellent comedy,,. caliedied

|
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Carelefs Hufband : — fhe was very much
-. affeCted with fome fcenes in it; — fhe
imagined fhe faw herfelf in the charater
of lady Betty Modifh, and mr. Trueworth
in that of lord Morelove, and came home
full of the moft ferious refletons, on the
folly of indulging an idle vanity, at the
expence of a man of honour and fince-
rity, — She was no fooner within the
doors, than -the letter above-mentioned
was put into her hands; —as they told
her, it had been left for her in the begin-
ning of the evening, by one of mr. True-
worth’s fervants, and fhe knew, both by
the fuperfcription, and device on the feal,
that it came from that gentleman, the
ran haftily up ftairs to “her chamber, in
" order to examine the contents; — but
what flutterings feized her heart! — .
‘What an univerfal agitation: diffufed  it-
felf through all her frame, on reading
even the firft lines of this cruel epiftle|
¢¢ Good heaven!” cried fhe, ¢ going
#¢ out of town, — hot to return.’*— And
then having proceeded a little further ; —
¢ "What,” added fhe, ¢ not fee me be-
4 fore he goes, — fure the man is eithet
¢.mad, or I am in a dream.” o

1 >

wprife, and fome mixture of atender

orie, were the firft emotions of het

3: but wifen fhe came to that part of

i 2. . the
et}
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the letter, which feemed to refle¢t upon
her conduét, and the way in' which fhe
chofe: to live, her native haughtinefs re-
affumed its former power, and turned her
all into difdain and rage. — ¢ No retro-
«{pects’ faid fhe,  on my own be-
< hayiour, can ever juflify. the audacious

« reproaches he treats’ me with. —If I
<" have been to.hlame, . it is not his pro-

<. vince to- upbrald Jme wu:h it

.As fhe was -entirely. ignorant. of the
bafe artificc had been put in praice
sgainft her, and was confcious;'of ne
" fault mr. Trueworth had to-aceirgher of, -
but that of her- going with mifi-sForward
to the play, after the warning he-had gi-
ven her efy the danger, . it muft be ,con- °
feffed, fhe had a right to think the-pro-
“vocdtion tho {light:to déaw from him fuch
refentful expreffions,: mueh lefs to; ﬁnd‘uec
iunitoabandmher STt
e Uﬁgratcful man,” fald {hc, burihng
into tears of mingled grief-and fpiec, 5 to
¢ ‘ufe me thus, when I was juft beginning
¢.to. entertain -the- kwdei’c thalights of
¢¢ him | — 'When I .was ready to geknow-
< ledge the error I was guilty of, in not
¢ following his advice,’.and: hathapdohvt
. %snever to threw rhyfelf intofutistineo
« yeniencies again. —-»’Twphmrlie ningiey’
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¢« loved me, or he would not have taken
« fo poor, — fo trifling a pretence to
¢ break with me.” S,
Thus, for fome moments, did .fhe be-

wail, "as it were, the ill tréatment fhe
thought fhe had received from him, —
Then looking over the letter again, —
« With what' a' magifterial " air, ** cried
fhe, ¢¢ with what an affetation of fupe-"
« riority does he conclude ! — With the
« moft friendly withes my: humble fer-
¢ vant. — Good ‘lack ! — friendly! —
«'let him “carry his friendly wifhes to
¢ thofe he may ‘think may receive them

« as a'favour.” -

. Upon revolving in her mind all the
- circumftances of "her behaviour towards
mr. Frueworth, fhe could find nothing,
éxcept what paflfed at his latt vifit, that
could givé him ‘any. oceafion for difguft,
and even that the looked upon as-a very
infufficient plea for that high refentment
he now ‘exprefled, 'much more for his re-
folving to throw “off a paffion he had a
thoufand " anl ‘a” thoufand times vowed
fhould be as'laftitig: as his life. -

’ Thi anonymous letter fent her by mifs

o’ fome time fince,’ mow came freth
. Her mind ; — that paffage ‘in it,
f which
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which.infinuated, that-mr. Trueworth had
no real defign of marrying her, — that

he but triﬁeg with her, and on the ar. °
rival of her brothers would find " fome
pretence or other to break entirely with
her, feemed now to tally exaétly with his
prefent manner of proceeding. — < The
¢ devil,” faid fhe, ¢ may fome time fpeak

-¢¢ ¢ruth, — mr.- Trueworth has but

¢« too well verified the words of . that-
¢ malicious girl, and what fhe herfelf
¢ then thought a falthood is now con-
« firmed by fat; v— yet, wherefore,”
cried the again, ¢« did he take all this
<« pains, it he never loved me, — never
“ Ko any recompence for his diffimu-
« lation, what end could he propofe by .
« pradtifing it ? — What advantage, -
¢« what pleafure could it give him to af-

¢ front the fifter of his friend, and im-

¢« pofe upon the credulity of a woman
¢« he had no defign upon ?* — It would
be endlefs to repeat the manycontradic-
tory furmifes, which rofe alternately -in
her diftracted mind, fo I fhall only fay,
fhe fought, but the mere fhe-did fo, the
more fhe became incapable of fathdmigg
the bottom of this myfterious evenod . "«

The butler was Jaying the cloth in-thh |

~— Mr. Goodman had waited for her fongili
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time, thinking fhe might be u &'lg
and -now. fent t6 defire the would Tome
down ; — but fhe begged to be excufed,
b faid fhe could not eat, and then called
for Nanay, who.was the maid that ufually
attended her in her chamber, to coxq: .up
and put her to bed.

 Thhis prating wench, who would always

know the whole fecrets of every body in
the family, whether they thought fit to
datruft her with them or not, -ufed fre-

uently to divert mifs Betfy with her idle

ories 3 but it was not now in her powerg
— that young lady had no attention for
any thing, but the object of her prefent -
meditations, which the other not happen-
ing to hit upon, was anfwered only with
peevifthnefs and ill humour.-

But as every little cxrcumﬁanca, if any
way adapted to the paffion we at that
time are pofiefled & touches upon the
jarring ftring, and {éems'a miffioner from
fate; am-accident, the -moft trifling that
can be imagined, ferved to renew in mifs
Betfy, the -next morning, th¢f# anxieties,
which fleep had, in fome mefure, abated.

A ballad-finger happcmng to be in the
ftreet, the firft thing fhe heard, on her
it waking,

t’l

T
e
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waking, was thefe words, fung in:a fo-
norous voxcc, -juft under ber windew: -

-

¢ Young Philander woo’d- mCuIOng,
¢ I was peevith, and. forbad him;

¢ I would not hear his charxmng fong.
¢ ‘But now I ‘with, I with I had him,’-.

|
Though' this was a fong: at that time
much in vogue, and mifs Bctfy had cafus
ally heard it an hundred times, yetin the
humour fhe now wss, it beat an alam
upon her heart. — It reminded her how
inconfiderate fhe had been, and fhewed
the folly of not knowing how to place 2
Juft value on any thing, ’till it was,lofty
in fuch ftrong colours before her ¢yes;
as one would fcarce think it poffible; an.
~incident in itfelf. fo.merely, bagatellecould
have produced.

Again the fell into very deep. rcﬁ{er.g,
and dlveﬁmg herfelf of all paffion,,, psi

and the prejudice her vanity had - bug. too
much .infpired. her with,, the fouad, -that
though mr. Trueworth had carried his re-
fentment fugther than ‘became .3 g1
who loved to that de‘grcn, as he, mdy
ed to have done ; yet the could no way
Jjuftify herfelf to her brother Fragk,. Jady
Trufty, or any of thofg fpendsmg
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efpoufed his caufe, for having given him
the provocation. ' ~

To heighten the fplenetic humour fhe
was in, mr. Goodman, who having been
taken up with his own affairs, had not
mentioned mr. Trueworth to her for fome |
days, happened this morning, -as they fat
at breakfaft, -to aftk her how the court-
thip of that gentleman went on, and whe-
ther there was like to be a wedding, or
not ? — Perceiving .fhe blufhed, — hung
down her head, apd made no anfwer, —
¢« Nay, — nay,” — faid he, ¢ I told you
¢ long ago I would not interfere in thefe
¢t matters, and have lefs reafon now than
¢ ever to do fo, as your eldeft brother is

. ¢ in town, and who is doubtlefs capable

-¢¢ of advifing you for the beft.”” — Mifs

-Betfy wasin a good deal of confufion ;— . = .

the knew not as yet whether it would be
proper for her to acquaint mr. Goodman
with what had pafled between mr. True-
worth and herfelf, or to be filent on that
head, ’till fhe fhould fee what a little
time might bring about.— As fhe was
thinking in what manner fhe fhould
reply, mr. Goodman’s lawyer, luckily for
her relief, came in, and put an end to'a
difcourfe, which, in the prefent fituation

. her mind, fhe was.very unfit to bear a

mn

‘?VDL 1L, L But
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But as if this was to be a day of
tinued admonitions to mifs Betfy, fhe
no fooner dreft, and ready to quit
chamber, than the heard mifs M:
 voice upon the ftairs.— As thaty
lady was not accuftomed to .make
any morning vifits, fhe was a little
prifed ; — fhe-ran-however to meet
. {aying, *¢ This is a favour I did no
¢ pect, and therefore have the more
«¢ to thank you.” — ¢ I do not kn
. replied the other, as fh¢ entered the r.
<«¢ whether you will think I deferve tt
¢« or not, when you hear the bufineft
¢ brought me; for I affure you |
4¢ come only to chide you.”’—*¢ I thi
faid mifs Betfy, with a figh, < th
¢« the world takes the liberty of doi
¢ with me ; but pray, my dear,”
tinued fhe, ¢ how am I fo unhap,
* to deferve it from you ?” o

¢« Why you muft know,” replied
Mabel, <¢¢ that I have taken upon r
¢ be the champion of diftrefs’d love
¢ you have broken a fine gentler
¢ heart, and I am come to tell
< that you muft either make .it v
¢ again, as it was before he faw yo
‘¢ repair the damage he has fuftaing
#¢ giving him your own.” — ¢ J g
: ¥

\\
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« not guilty,” faid mifs Betfy, in a tone
fomewhat more {prightly than before,
¢ but pray, who has gained fo great an
¢¢ influence over you, as to fend you on
¢¢ fo doughty an errand ?”’ — ¢ No, my
4 dear, you are quite miftaken in the
'¢¢. matter,” replied the other, — << I af-
¢¢-fure you I am not fent, — I gm only
¢’led by my own generofity, and the fight
s¢; of poor mr. Trueworth’s defpair.” —
¢ Trueworth ! cried mifs Betfy haftily,
¢ What do you mean ?”’ — ¢ | mean,”
replied the other, ¢ to engage you, if
¢ -the little rhetoric I am miftrefs of can
"¢ prevail on you to confider, that whi'e
¢ we ufe a man of fenfe and honour ill,
.« we do ourfelves a real injury: — The
¢« love our beauty has infpired, may, for
© ¢« a time, fecure our power, but it will
grow weaker by degrees, and every
little coquette air we give ourfelves,
leflen the value of our charms. — I
know there is at prefent fome very
great brulée between you and mr.
Trueworth; — he is a match every
way deferving of you, — he has the
approbation of all your friends, andI -
have heard you acknowledge, you are

ot infenfible*of his merit; to what

4 then do you ftudy to perplex and

e unneceflary pain to a heart, which

+ according to all appearances,

' 2 “ will
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« will one day take a pride in renderin
S e happy ?’) . ‘ ,

« This is an extreme fine harangue
¢ indeed,” replied mifs Betfy, ¢ but]
<« would fain know for what reafon it i
«¢ direCted to me; — if ‘'mr. Truewortl
¢ imagjnes I have ufed him iil, I thinl
¢ it no proof of his underftanding,
« make 2 proclamation of it ; — but, fo
« heaven’s fake, how came you to b
#¢ the confidante of his complaints ?”

(
<

¢ Indeed I have not that hdnour,” fai
mifs Mabel; ¢ finding myfelf a little i
this morning, I thought the air woul
do me good, fo went into the parl
taking only a little girl with me, wh
lives at the next door, becaufe I woul
not go quite alone ; being in"the defh:
bille you fee, I croffed the grafs; an
was pafling towards the back of tl
bird-cage walk, where who fhoutd']
among the trees but mr. Truewort
if I may call the objeét that then pr
fented itfelf to-me by that name; fi
indeed, mifs Betfy, the poor gentlem:
feems no more than the fhadow of hin
felf. — He faw me at"az diftance, ar
1 believe would have avoided ‘nfe, b
‘perceiving my eyes were upoh’ hi
cleared up his countenance, as,ggn"

LA

.
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¢ he was able, and accofted me with the
< ufual falutations’ of the morning. — ¢ It
¢ i3 fomewhat furprifing, madam,’ faid
¢ he, with an airof as much gallantry as
¢ he could affume, ¢ to find a lady fo
< juftly entitled to the admiration of the
<« ‘world, as mifs Mabel is, fhun e gay
<¢ company of the Mall, and fe an
.¢¢ upfrequented walk, like this.” —¢ I
¢ might retort the fame exclamation of
« furpnfe, replied I, ¢ atfo uncxpe&ed-

Ty mcctmg with mr.- Trueworth here.’

< After this, as you know, my dear,’
continued fhe, ¢ I have lately, on ycur
¢ account, had. the plealure pretty ofgen ot

oemr Trueworth’s company, I took ths

¢ liberty to afk him where he had buHed
¢ himfelf, that I had not feen him for fo
¢ many days : —to which he anfwered,
‘¢ not without a confuﬁon, which I faw
¢ he attempted, though in vain, to con-
¢ ceal from me, — ¢ Yes, madam, I have
¢ indeed been buried from all” pleafure,
« — have been fwallowed up in affairs

"« Jittle lefs tormenting than thofe of the

< grave ; —but,” added he, ¢ they are

_¢ now over, and I am preparing to re-

% turn to my country-feat, where I hope
,?‘. to re-enjoy that tranquxlxty, which, fince

< my leaving it, has been pretty much
'“ dxﬁurbcd ¥

Lg . ‘Nothing,
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¢ Nothing could equal my aftonifhment,
¢ at hearing him fpeak in this manner:

¢ — To your country feat!” cried I;
““ not to continue there for any long
¢ time I’ — ¢ I know not as yet, madam,’
¢ replieg he, and then, after a paufe,
« perl™®®s forever,” added he. — ¢ Blefs
< me,” faid I, ¢ this is ftrange indeed,—
« mifs Betfy did not tell me a word of
«it, and I faw her but laft night.’—
¢«¢ She might not then know it, madam,’
¢ anfwered he; ¢ but if fhe had, Iam
¢ pot vain enough to imagine, fhe would
« think a trifle, fuch as my deparcure,
¢« worth the pains of mentioning.’

«’I then,” purfued mifs Mabcl, ¢ en-
¢ deavoured to rally him out of'this hu-
mour. — After having told him,
I had a better opinion of your under-
ftanding and generofity, than to be capa-
ble of bellevmg you thought ~fo lightly
of his friendfhip and aﬂ"e&lon, ‘T added;,
‘that this ‘'was only fome little pique bes
tween you, — fome jealous whim ; but
he replied to all I faid" on- this fubje&
with a very grave air; pretended bu-
finefs, and took his leave fomewhat
¢ abruptly, for a man of that polxtenefs,’
¢ 1 had till now always obferved in ‘@m‘i

¢ Ht
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¢ He carries it with a high hand, in-
¢ deed,’ cried mifs Betfy.; — ¢ but it is
¢ no matter, — I fhall give myfelf no
¢ trouble whether he ftays in town, —
¢ or whether he goes into the country, —
¢ or whether I ever fee him ‘more. —
¢« What! —does the man think “to- tri-
¢ umph over me ¥’

¢ I do not believe that is the cafe with -
¢ mr. Trueworth,” faid ‘the difcreet mifs
Mabel ; ¢ but 1 know it is the way of
¢ many men to recriminate in this man-
¢ ner, —and pray when they do, who
¢ can we blame for it but ourfelves in
¢ giving them the occafion? —- For my
¢ part, I fhould think it an ‘affront to
¢ myfelf toencourage the addrefles of a
¢ perfon, I did not look upon worthy of .
¢ being treated with refpect.’

She urged many-arguments to convince
mifs Betly of the vanity and ill confe-
quences of trifling with an honourable
and fincere paflion, which though no
more than what that young lady had
already made ufe-of to herfelf, and was .
fully perfwaded in the truth of, the was
not very well pleafed to hear from the
mouth of anether.

L4 Though
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~ Though thefe two ladies perfettly agresd
in their fentiments of virtue and reputs-
tion, yet their difpofitions and behaviour
in the affairs of love, were as-widely dif-
ferent, as any two perfons poffibly could |
be; — and. this it was, which during the
courfe of their acquaintance, gave frequert
interruptions to that harmony between
them, which the mutual efteem they had |
" far each other’s good qualities, would
- otherwife have rendered perpetual.

CHAP XIX,

Is multum in parvo,
THERE is an unaccountable pride in
** human nature, which often gets the
better of our juftice, and makes us efpoufe
what we know within ourfelves is wrong,
rather than appear to be fet right by any
reafon, except our own. ‘

Mifs Betfy had too much of this un-
happy propenfity in her compalfition, —
A veryplittle refleCtion enabled her to fee
clearly enough the miftakes fhe fometjipés
fell into; but fhe could net bear  th
fhould be {een by others. — Mifs Mahl:

-~ -
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Was not only in et the moft valuable
of all the young ladies fhe tonverfed
with, but was alfo the moft eftcemed and,
loved by her, yet was fhe lefs- happy and
delighted in her company, than in that of

feveral athers, for whom her good fenfe .

would not fuffer her to have the leaft real
regard. — The truth .is, that though the
was very well convinced of her errors, in.
relation to thofe men who profeffed them-'
felves her admirers, yet fhe loved thofe
errors in  herfelf, — thought they were
pretty, and became her ; — and therefore
as fhe could not as yet refolve’ to alter

her mode of behaviour, was never quitt:: .

eafy in the prefence of any one, who aét-:
ed with 3 prudence fhe would not be at:
the pains to imitate.

* There were two young ladies, who had;
an, apartment in the palace of St. James’s,.
their father having an office there, who’
exaltly fuited with her, in the moft vola—
tile of her moments : — they had wit, —

 fpirit, and were gay almoft to w1ldnefs,b
without the leaft mixture of libertinifm,.
or indecency. — How perfectly innocent

e

they were, is not the bufinefs of this hif~. *
- tory to dlfcufs, but they preferved as good g

" & reputation as their neighbours, and were:
wnll refpc&cd in all public places..

L 5 . There

L 3
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Thcre it was mifs Betfy chiefly found
an afylum from thofe perplexing thoughts;
which in fpite of her pride, and the in--
difference fhe had for mankind, would
fometimes intrude upon her mind on mr..
Trueworth’s account; — here fhe was
certain of meeting a great variety of com-
pany'; «— here was all the news and fcan-
dal the town could furnifh ; — here was
mufick, — dancing,— feaﬁmg, —flattery;
—in ﬁne, here was every thing, thatwas
an enemy to care and contemplation.

.. Athong the number of thofe, who filled
the circle of thefe two court belles, there
was a gentleman named Munden : ~— he
appeared extremely charmed with mifs-
Betfy at firft fight, and after having in--
formed himfelf of the particulars of her
family dnd fortune, took an opportunity,
as he was condu&mf her home one night,
1o intreat fhe would allow him to pay
- ~his refpets to her where fhe lived. —
This was a favour mifs Betfy was never
very fcrupulous of granting, and:confented
now the more readily, as fhie thought the
report of a new lover would gall mr..
Trueworth, who, fhe heard by fome, who :
had very lately feen him, was not yét‘
gons out of town. i '1

) ) qu,!: ¢
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Mr Munden, to teftify the impatience.
of his love, waited on her the very next
day, as foon as he thought dinner would
be over, .at mr. Goodman’s : — he had
the’ fatisfaction of = finding her .alone;
but.ifearing fhe might not long be fo,
fuffered but a very few minutes to efcape
before he acquainted her with the errand
on which he came : — the terms.in which-
he declared himfelf her admirer; were as
pathetic .as could be-made ufe of for:the:
purpofe ; — but though this was no more:
than mifs Betfy had expected, and would
have been ftrangely mortified if difap-
pointed, by his entertaining her’on any
aother. {core; yet theaffected, 3t firft, 'to
treat it with furprife, and then, - ca his
renewing his proteftations, to anfwer all
be-faid with -a foft of raillery, in order tq
put him-to the more expence of oaths and
aﬁcverations. £

...

It Js. certam, thar~whoever prutcndﬂd

to- make his addreffes to mifs Betfy, ftood
in need af being previoufly provided with.
a good ftock of repartees, to filence the
farcal{ms of the witty fair, as well as fine)
fpegchessto engage her to more {crioufnefs.

«MT. Munden often found himfelf at:
m plus ultra, but was not in the leatt

certed at it ;—he was a courtir; °

i L6 - be
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—he was accuftomed ‘to attend. at- the
levees of the great, and kmew wery:well,
that perfons in- power fekdom -failed to
. -exercife it' over thofe, who had any .de-
pendance on them ; and looking o :the
cafe of a lover with his- miftrefs, as the
fame with one who is foliciting for a pen-
fion, or employment, had atmed -him-
" felf with patience, to fubmit to every
thing his tyrant thould inflict, in the hope,
~ that it would one day be his turn to im-
- pofe laws, — according .to the poet’s
words : : ) ’

¢ The humbleft lover, when he lo

v oo& ligs, 0 STRE

¢ But kneels to conquer, and but falls
s torife* - - . . -

« Mils ‘Betfy was indeed a tyrant, b%t; &
very gentle one; fhe always . mingled
fome {weet with the fharpnefs of her ex-
sreﬂions : —if in one breath the menaced
;{fg)air, in the next fhe encouraged hope,

1d her very repulfes were fometimes: fo
* equivocal, as that they might be tiken

for invitations ; — fhe played with her
lovers, as fhe did with her monkey,. but
expefted more obedience from them jwes
- they muft look gay or grave, accorliag
as the did fo; ~— their humour, and:
theix very motions muft be regulm
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-7her infience, as the waters by the moon :

— 1 fine, an. exterior homage was the

chief .thing to be required ; for as to the

heart, her own being .yet untouched, fhe

gave herfelf but little trouble how that
of her lovers ftood affected.

Mr Munden, with lefs love,. perhaps;.
 than many, who had addrefied her, knew
better how to fuit himfelf to her humour;
» —he could att over all the delicacies of
the. moft tender paflion, without being
truly fenfible of any of them, and though
he withed, in reality, nothmg fo much as
attammg the affections of mifs Betfy, yet
wifhing it without thofe timid inquictudes,
«.—thofe jealous daubts, — thofe perplex-
ing anxieties, which fufpehce infli¢ts on a
m'le fofhgc l;mnd he wgs hthe mglx;: ca-
e o a towards her in the wa
fhe liked. e d

" He was continually i mvmng her to fomer
“party of pleafure or other, — he gallanted
her to all public thews, — he treated her
with the moft exquifite dainties of the:
feafon, and prefented her with: many cu-
- rious toys.— Being te go with thefe\Ja-
dies, at whofe appointment he firft CO{%

. menced~ his acquaintance with her, an
:fome-other company -to a mafquerade, he:
- waited on her fome hours before the um%,,
and
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-and taking out of his pocket a' ruby, cut
in'the thape of a heart,  and illuftrdted
with fmall brilliants round about, — ¢ I
¢ beg, madam,’ faid he, ¢ you will do
¢ me the honour of wearing this to-nighty
either on your fleeve, or breaft, or {ome
dther confpicuous place. — There will
be ‘a great deal of company, and fome
perhaps in the fame habit as yourfelf;:
~ this will dire® my fearch, .prevent
my being ‘deceived by appearances;
which otherwife I might be,” and pro-
phanely - pay my ‘worthip to {fome other,
inftead of the real goddefs of my foul.”..

.~ 6 & & Ao A&~ A
*®

This: was the method he took to in-
gratiatechimfelf into the favour.of his mif- -
trefs, and it:had the effect, if not.tomake.
her love him, at leaft to make bar
charmed with this new conqueft, much:
more than fhe had been with feveral of..
her former "ones, though never fo much:
deferving her efteem. - =~ o~

In the midft of thefe gay fcenes, how- .
ever, mr. Trueworth came frequently into
her head. — To find he .was in town,
made her flatter herfelf, that. he :lingered.
here on her accqunt, and that, in fpite-of: -
all -his refolution, he had not couwagg, ta:
" leave the fame air fhe breathed #a ;—'thet
fancied, thatif fhe could meet: himy romv. .

. any ;'.;"

~y
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any accident throw him in her' way, fhe
fhould be able to rekindle all his former
flames, and render him as much her flave
as: ever. — With this view fhe never went
abroad ‘without cafting her eyes about, in
fearch.of him ; — nay fhe fometimes even
condefcended to pafs by the houfe where
he was lodged, in hopes. of fecing him -
cither going in or-out, or from fome one
or. other of the windows ;. but chance did

» .ot befriend her inclinations this way, nor -
put it in her power again to :triumph
over-a heart, the fincerity of which the -
ﬁad, but too ill treated, when devoted to

cr. - . )

In .the mean -time mr. Gecodman, in
fpite .of the perplexities his own affairs in-
vaglged him in, could not help feeling. a-

at concern for thofe of mifs Betfy
— he knew that mr. Trueworth had de-:
fifted his vifits to her, — that the had got
a new lover, who he could nat find had
confulted the permiffion of any onc but
berfelf, to make his addrefles to her ; —
the late hours fhe kept, feldom coming
kome, ’till fome hours after the whale
family, execept the fervant who fate up
for her, were in bed, gave him alfo much
matter of umeafinefs, and he thought it his
duty to talk ferioufly to her on all thefe
points.e

L . HC
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. He began with afking her, how- it h
pcned that he had not feen mr. Truewo
tor fo long a time? To which fhe repli
with the utmoft indifference, that
took fome things ill from that gen
man, and that, perhaps, he might h
fome fubje&t of complaint againft her,
- ¢ Therefore,” faid fhe, ¢ as our humc
¢ did not very well agree, it was befl
¢ break off converfation.’

He then queftioned her concerning :
Munden; — ¢ I hope,” faid he, <.
¢ have taken care to inform yourfelf
¢ to his charalter and circumftances.’
¢.No truly, fir,” anfwered fhe, with

- fame carelefs air as before, ¢ as I ne¢
¢ intend to be the better or the 'worfa
¢ either, I glve myfelf no pain at
¢« what he is.* = Mr. -Goodman thook
head, and was going to reafon with ]
on the ill«confequences of fuch a behavi
when fome company coming in, br
off, for a time, all further dlfcourfc
tween them,

hochy

CHi



Mifs Bexsy THOUGHTLESS. 233

CHAP. XX. '

Shews mifs Betfy left entirely to ber ouwn
management, and the caufe of it, with
- fome other' particulars.

M R. Goodman, who had been a little

-~ vexed at being interrupted, in the

remonftrances he thought i% hi%hly Be-

ceflary fhould be made to. mifs Betfy,

took an opportunity of renewing them

the next morning, in the ftrongeft ex-
preffions he was mafter of.

- Mifs Betfy, with all her wit, had little
to"fay for herfelf, in anfwer to the ferious
harangue made to her by mr. Goodman,
on her prefent fathion of behaviour ; —
her heart avowed the juftice of his re-
proofs,' but her humour, too tenacious of
what pleafed itfelf, and too impatient of
controul, would not fuffer her to obey the
dictates either of his or her own reafon.
— She knew very well the tender regard
he had for her, on the account of her de-
ceafed father, and that all he fpoke was
calculated for her good ; but then it was
a good the was not at prefent ambitiou?
, o
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of attaining, and thought it the privilege
of youth to do whatever it lifted, pro-
vided the rules of virtue were untringed,
fo thitr all that he could get from her
was, — that her amufements were in-
nocent, — that fhe meant no harm in
~ any thing fhe did, — that it was dull for
her to fit at home alone, and when in
- company could not quit-it abruptly, on
any confideration of hours.

‘Mr. Goodman found, that to bring
her to a more juft fenfe of what was real-
ly her advantage, would be a tafk impof-
fible for him. to accomplifh, and began
heartily to with fhe were under the care
of fome perfon, who had more leifure to
argue with her, on -points fo eflential to
her happinefs : — he told her, that he in-
deed had feared his houfe would be too
melancholly a recefs for her, fince there-
volution that had lately happened in his
family, and therefore withed fome more
proper place could be found for her; —
¢ And for fuch a one,”> faid he, <1 fhall
make it my bufinefs to enquire, — and'
there feems not only a nceeflity foremy
doing fo, but that you tfheuld alfo
choofe another guardian; for as foon
as the prefent unlucky bufinefs I am en-

e N & & &

ton to break up houfc-keeping, —

¢ leave -

gaged 1n fhall be over, it is’ my refolu+
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¢ leave my bufinefs t0 my nephew; Ned
¢ Goodman, whom I expeét by the firft
¢ thip that arrives from the Eaft-Indies,
¢ and, having once feen him fettled,” Te-
* tire, and fpend the remainder of my
¢ days in the country.”

The melancholly accents with which
mr. Goodman uttered thefe words, touched
mifs Betfy very much; — the expreffed,
in terms the moft affectionate, the deep
concern it gave her, that he had any
caufe to withdraw. from a way of life,
to which he had fo long been accuftomed;
but added, that if it muft. be fo, Ihe
knew no perfon fo proper, in whofe hands
the little fortune fhe was miftrefs of fhould
be entrufted, as thofe of - her brother
Thoughtlefs, if he would vouchfafe to
take that trouble upon him: .

" ¢ There is no doubt to be made of
¢ that, I believe,” replied mr. Goodman,
¢ and I fhall' fpeak to him about it the
¢ firft time I fee him.” — They had fome
farther talk on mifs Betfy’s affairs, and
that young lady found, he had very large~
ly improved the portion bequeathed her
by. her father ; for which, in the firft emo-
tions of her gratitude, fhe was beginning
to pour forth fuch acknowledgments, as
Jhe-thought it too much to hear, and in-
R terr upted
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terrupted her, faying, he had done no
more, than his duty obliged him to do,
and could not have anfwered to himflf
the omiffion of any part of it.

It is fo natural for people to love mo-
ney, even before they know what fo do
with it, that it is not to be wondered at,
that mifs Betly, now arrived at an age ca-
pable of relithing all the delicacies of life,
fhould be tranfported at finding fo- con-
fiderable, and withal fo unexpected, an
augmentation of her fortune, which was
no lefs than one third of what her father
had left her. ' '

TN

The innate pleafure of her mind, on
this' occafion, - diffufed itfelf through all -
ber form, and gavea double luftre to.hes
eyes and air, fo that fhe went with.charms
new pointed to a ball that night, for
which the obfequious mr. Munden had
prefented her with a ticket ; — but thoug
the had all the refpect in the world for
mr. Goodman, and indeed a kind of filial
love for him, yet'fhe had it not in her
power to pay that regard to his admoni-
tions fhe ought to have done; — fhe’
came not home till between one and two

“lock in the morning, but was ex-
womely furprifed to find, that when fhe
did fo, the knocker was taken off" the

o dm:.
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door ; a thing which, in complaifance to
her, had never before been done, till the
came in, how late foever fhe ftayed
abroad : — fhe was, neverthelefs, much
more furprifed, aswell as troubled, when
on the firft rap her chairmen gave a_foot-
man, who waited in the hall for her re-
turn, immediately opened the door, and
told her, with, all the marks of forrow
in his countenance, that his mafter had
been fuddenly takenill, and that his phy-
fician, as well as mrs. Barns, the houfe-
keeper, had given ftri¢t orders there
thould - be no noife made in the houfe,
the former having faid his life depended
on his being kept perfectly quiet.

It is not to be doubted, but that, on
this information, fhe went with as little
noife as poffible up to her chamber,
“where Nanny, as fhe was putting her to
bed, confirmed to her what the footman
had faid, and added, that fhe had heard
the doCtor _tell mrs. Barns, as he was
going out, that he was very apprehenfive
his patient’s diforder would not be eafily
- removed. ’

Diftempers of the body, which arife
from thofe of the mind, are indeed much
more difficult to be cured, than thofe
-which proceed from meer patural caufes.

' —MTr.
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. = Mr. Goodman’s refentment’ for the il

ufage he had fuftained,  from’ a’ woma

‘e had fo tenderly loved, awhile kept-up

his fpirits, and hindered him from feeling |
the cruel fting, which preyed upen hi

“vitals, and infenfibly flackened the ftrings
of life ; but the firft hurry being owr,

and the lawyer having told him, tha
every thing was drawn up, ~and his

caufe would be brought before the com- |
-mons in'a few days, he funk beneath the
apprehenfions, — the thoughts of appear-
ing before the doltors of the civil law,
to feveral of whom he was known, to
prove his own difthonour, — the talk of |
the town, — the whifpers, — the gri-
maces, — the ridicule, which he was fen-
fible this affair would occafion when ex-
pofed, — the pity -of fome, — and the
contempt he.muft expect from others ;—
-all thefe things, though little regarded
by him while at a diftance, now they
came more near at hand, and juft ready
to fall upon him, gave him fuch a fhock,
as all the courage he had affumed was not
fufficient to enable him to refift.

He was feized at once with a violent
fit of an apoplexy at a coffee-houfe,
where a furgeon being immediately fent
for, he was let blood, as is common in
fuch cafes. — This operation foon reco-

vered
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vered him, fo far as fpeech and motion,
but reafon had not power to reaffume her
feat in his difordered brain, -for many
hours ; — he was brought home in a
chajr, — the furgeon attended him, —
faw him put into bed, and fat by him a
confiderable time, but finding him rather
worfe than better, told mrs. Barns, -he
durft not proceed any further, and that
‘they muft have recourfe to a phyfician,
awhich was accordingly dene.

This gentleman, who was efteemed the
. moft {kiltul of his profeffion, hearing mr.

-Goodman frequéntly cry out, ¢ My heart !
—my heart!” laid his hand.upon his bo-
fom, and found, by the extraordinary
pulfation there, that he had fymptoms
of an.inward convulfion, wrote a pre-
fcription, and ordered he fhould be kept
-extremely quiet. : ,

- Towards morning he grew more com-

pofed, and by degrees recovered the ufe

-of his underftanding as perfectly as ever,
but his limbs were {fo much weakened by
that fevere attack-the fit had made upon
him, that he could not fit up in his bed

without fupport. — The phyfician, how- .

ever, at his next vifit, had great hopes
of him, — faid his imbecility proceeded

< only from a fever of the nerves, which.
C he

-
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* he doubted not but to abate, and thathe
would be well in a few days. — How un-
certain, — how little to be depended upon
is art, in fome cafes! — mr. Goodman
felt that within himfelf, which gave the
lic to all appearances, and fully convinced
that the hand of death had {feized upon
his heart, would not defer a moment
" putting all his affairs in fuch a pofture,
as thould leave no room for contention
among the parties concerned, after his
deceafe : — he began with fending for nir.
Thoughtlefs, and configned over to him
the whole fortunes of mr. Francis, and
mifs Betfy, the latter being firft obliged,
as not being yet of age, to chufe him for
her guardian in form. — Having thus ac-
quitted himfelf, in the moft honourable
-manner, of the truft repofed in him, for
the children of his frierd, he confidered
what was beft to be done, in relationto
thofe of his own blood. — By his death,
e the intended procefs againft lady Mella-
" 'é'ﬁn would be prevented, and confequently
" *the third part of his effets would de-
volve on her, as being the widow of 2
. citizen ; — he, therefore, having confult-
- ed with his lawyer, if fuch a thing were
-pratticable, made a deed of gift to his
. nephew, mr. Edward Goodman, . of all
K his money in the bank, ftocks, and other
y public funds, — After this, he made '5

‘s
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will, and the lawyer perceiving he had
lefc but few legacies, afked him, how the
refidue of what he is. ed of. fheould
be difpafed ; :towhich-he replied, ¢ Great-
-ly as I have been wgonged by lady
Mellafin, I would not have her {tarve’
— I have been calculating in my mind
to what her dividend may amount, and
believe it will be fufficient to enable
her to live in that .retired manner,
which beft becomes her age -dnd cha-
ratter.” R

« A & &6 & A A&

Mr. Goodmah, having thus fertled aH
his affairs:in this world, began to make
fuch preparations for anothét, as are ne-
ceffary tor the befe of men. — In' the
mean time, as the-leaf¥ noife was diturb-
-ing: to him, it Was judged proper that
mifs Betfy, who could not ‘live without
company, fhould remove.~- No board-
ing-place to -her mind being "yet found,
and having done with all hopes of living

with her brother, (as fhe was by tis time -

informed of the true reafons he had for
‘her not doing fo,) took lodgings in Jer-
myn-ftreet, and finding. the intereft of
her fortune, through. the.good.manage-
‘ment of her late guardian, would allow

‘upon her.. . - : »
. Vou. IL M Tie

it, +hired a maid and foot-boy to walt -
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The adieu fhe received:from mr. Good-
man was the moft tender andggffectionate
that could be; - fhe ‘was very. much
moved: with it,. and fingerely lamented
the lofs the fhould fuftain of fo honeft
and worthy a fri:nd; but her natural
{prightlinefs would not fuffer any melan-
cholly reflections to dwell long upon her
mind, and the hurry fhe was in of fend-
ing meflages to all her acquaintance; ‘with
an account of the change of her fituation,
very much contributed to diffipate them.
_=— This important bufinefs was fcarct
pver, and fhe well féttled in her new -
habitation, ‘when one of mr. Goodman’s
footmen brough a letter from her
brYrFrank h- had been juft left :
for her by the poft. — It contamed thefe

lines :

To mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS,

¢ My dear fifter,
s l HAVE been fnatched from the 4
brink of the grave, by the fkill of
* one of the beft phyficians in the world, |
¢ and the tender, and, I may fay, matei-
¢ nal care of our moﬁ dear, and “tuly 7
¢ valuable friend, "the excellene dady P
¢ Trufty. — The firft ufe I matle of
§ recovered health, is to give an
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any accident throw him in her' way, fhe
fhould be able to rekindle all his former
flames, and render him as much her flave
as: ever. — With this view fhe never went
abroad ‘without cafting her eyes about, in
fearch.of him ; — nay fhe fometimes even
condefcended to pafs by the houfe where
he was lodged, in hopes. of fecing him -
either going in or-out, or from fome one
or other of the windows ;. but chance did
® ot befriend her inclinations this way, nor -
put it in her power again te .triumph
over:a heart, the fincerity of which fhe -
E_ad, but too ill treated, when devoted to
cr. e . [

In the mean -time mr. Gcodman, in
fpite .of the perplexities his own affairs in-
vqged him in, could not help feeling. &
great concern for thofe of mifs Betfy;
— he knew that mr. Trueworth had de-:
fifted his vifits to her, — that the had got
a new lover, who he could not find had
confulted the permiffion of any one but
herfelf, to make his addrefles to her j; —
the late hours fhe kept, feldom coming
hkome, ’till fome hours after the whale
family, exeept the fervant who fate up
for her, were in bed, gave him alfo much
matter of ameafinefs, and he thought it his
duty to talk ferioufly to her on all thefe

points.s
‘ He
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"He bcgan with afking her, how. it hap.
pencd that he had not feen mr. Trueworth
tor fo long a time ? To which fhe replied,
with the utmoft indifference, that fhe
took fome things ill from that gende
man, and that, perhaps, he might have
fome fubje&t of complaint againft her, —

- ¢ Therefore,” faid fhe, ¢ as our humoun
¢ did not very well agree, it was beﬁ to
¢ break off converfation.’ ‘

He then queftioned her conc'ernino mr.
Munden; — ¢ I hope,” faid he, ¢ youw 1
¢ have taken care to inform yourfelf as
¢ to his charalter and circumftances.’ —
¢.No truly, fir,” anfwered fhe, with the
- fame carelefs air as before, ¢ as I never -
* intend to be the better or the worfdt
¢ either, I ngc myfelf no pain about
< what he is.* ~— Mr. -Goodman fhook his:
head, and was going to reafon with her,
on thc,ill\confequences of fuch a behaviour,
when fome company coming in, broke
off, for a time, all further dlfcourfc be-
tween them.,

.o
%

CHAP. ‘
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CHAP. XX. '

Shews mifs Betfy left entirely to ber own
management, and the caufe of it, with
- fome other’ particulars.

th. Goodman, who had been a little

vexed at being interrupted, in the
remonftrances he thought i}c)x hi%hly ne-’
ceflary fhould be made to. mifs Betfy,
took an opportunity of renewing them
the next morning, in the ftrongeft ex-
preflions he was mafter of.

- Mifs Betfy, with all her wit, had little
to fay for herfelf, in anfwer to the ferious
harangue made to her by mr. Goodman,
on her prefent fathion of behaviour ; —
her heart avowed the juftice of his re-

proofs; but her humour, too tenacious of
what pleafed itfelf, and too impatient of
controul, would not fuffer her to obey the
diates either of his or her own reafon.
— She knew very well the tender regard
he had for her, on the account of her de-
ceafed father, and that all he fpoke was
calculated for her good ; but then it was

a good fhe was not at prefent ambitiou:;
: o
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of attaining, and thought it the privilege
of youth tv do whatever it lifted, pro-
vided the rules of virtue were unfringed,
fo thht all that he could get from her
was, — that her amufements were in-
. nocent, — that fhe meant no harm- in
~ any thing fhe did, — that it was dull for
her to fit at home alone, and when in
- “company could not quit-it abruptly, on
any confideration of hours.

‘Mr. Goodman found, that to bring
her to a more juft fenfe of what was real-
ly her advantage, would be a tafk impof-
{ible for him. to accomplifh, and began
heartily to wifh fhe were under the care
of fome perfon, who had more leifure to
argue with her, on-points fo effential to
her happinefs : — he told her, that he in-
deed had feared his houfe would be too
melancholly a recefs for her, fince there-
volution that had lately happened in his
family, and therefore withed fome more
proper place could be found tor her; —
¢ And for fuch a one,> faid he, <1 fhall
make it my bufinefs to enquire, — and'
there feems not only a nceeflity foramy
doing fo, but that you fheuld alfo
choofe another guardian; for as foon
as the prefent unlucky bufinefs I am en-
gaged 1n fhall be over, it is’ my refolu+
tion to break up houfe-keeping, —

¢ leave

-« ~n ~ & & & =~
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leave my bufinefs to' my nephew; Ned
Goodman, whom I expect by the firlt
thip that arrives from the Eaft-Indies,
and, having once feen him fettled,” re-
tire, and fpend the remainder of my
days in the country.”

PO S

The melancholly accents with which
mr. Goodman uttered thefe words, touched
mifs Betfy very much; — fhe exprefled,
in terms the moft aﬁ"eéhonatc, the deep
concern it gave her, that he had any
caufe to withdraw. from a way of life,
to .which he had {o long been accuftomed;
but added, that if it muft. be fo, fhe
knew no perfon fo proper, in whofe hands
the little fortune fhe was miftrefs of thould
be. entrufted, as thofe of - her brother
Thoughtlcfs, if he would vouchfafe te
take that trouble upon him: .

" ¢ There is no doubt to be made of
¢ that, I believe,” replied mr. Goodman,
¢ and I fhall fpeak to him about it the
¢ firft time I fee him.” — They had fome
farther talk on mifs Betfy’s affairs, and
that young lady found, he had very large~
ly improved the portion bequeathed her
by her father; for which, in the firft emo-
tions of her gratitude, fhe was beginning
to pour forth-fuch acknowledgments, as
he r,hqught it too much to hear, and ip- -
: terrupted
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terrupted her, faying, he had done no
more, than his duty obliged him to do,
-and could not have anfwered to himflf
the omiffion of any part of it.

It s fo natural for people to love. mo-
ney, even before they know what fo do
with it, that it is not to be wondered at,
that mifs Betly, now arrived at an age ca-
pable of relithing all the delicacies of life,
fhould be tranfported at finding fo-con-
fiderable, and withal fo unexpected, an
augmentation of her fortune, which was
no lefs than one third of what her father
had left her. '

The innate pleafure of her mind, on
this' occafion, diffufed itfelf through all
ber form, and gave a double luftre to her
eyes and air, fo that fhe went with.charms
new pointed to a ball that night, -for
which the obfequious mr. Munden had
prefented her with a ticket ; — but though
the had all the refpect in the world for
mr. Goodman, and indeed a kind of filial
love for him, yet'fhe had it not in her
power to pay that regard to his admoni-

dons fhe ought to have done; — fhe-

came not home till between one and two

- o’clock in the morning, but was ex-

tremely furprifed to find, that when fhe

did fo, the knocker was taken off the.

|
|

|

1
!
“
|

doar;
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door ; 3 thing which, in complaifance to
her, had never before been done, till the
came in, how late foever fhe ftayed
abroad : — fhe was, neverthelefs, much

- more furprifed, aswell as troubled, when
on the firft rap her chairmen gave a_foot-
man, who waited in the hall for her re-
turn, immediately opened the door, and
told her, with, all the marks of forrow
in his countenance, that his mafter had

~ been fuddenly takenill, and that his phy-
fician, as well as mrs. Barns, the houfe-
keeper, had given ftri¢t orders there
thould - be no noife made in the houfe,
the former having faid his life depended
on his being kept perfetly quiet.

It is not to be doubted, but that, on
this ‘information, fhe went with as little
noife as poflible up to her chamber,
“where Nanny, as the was putting her to
bed, confirmed to her what the footman
had faid, and added, that fhe had heard
the dottor tell mrs. Barns, as he was
going out, thathe was very apprehenfive

his patient’s diforder would not be eafily |

. removed.

Diftempers of the body, which arife -
from thofe of the mind, are indeed much
more difficult to be cured, than thofe
which proceed from meer natural catgclzs.

‘ —Mr.
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. — Mr. Goodman’s refentmeént for theill |
ufage he had fuftained, from a’ worman
‘e had fo tenderly loved, awhile kept-up
his fpirits, and hindered him from teeling -
the cruel fting, which preyed upen his

-vitals, and infenfibly flackened the ftrings
of life ; but the firft hurry being over,

and the lawyer having told him, that

‘every thing was drawn up, ~and his

caufe would be brought before the com-

-mons in"a few days, he funk beneath the

apprehenfions, — the thoughts of appear-

ing before the doltors of the civil law,

to feveral of whom he was known, to

prove his own difhonour, — the talk of
the town, — the whifpers, — the gri-

macces, — the ridicule, which he was fen-

fible this affair would occafion when ex-

pofed, — the pity of fome, — and the
¢ontempt he.muft expect from others ;—

-all thefe things, though little regarded
by him while at a diftance, now they
came more near at hand, and juft ready
to fall upon him, gave him fuch a fhock,
as all the courage he had affumed was not
fufficient to enable him to refift.

He was f{cized at once with a violent
fit of an apoplexy at a coffee-houfe,
where a furgeon being immediately fent
for, he was let blood, as is common ‘in
fuch cafes. — This operation foon reco-

vered
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wered him, fo far as fpeech and motion,
but reafon had not pewer to reaffume her
feat in his difordered brain, for- many
hours ; — he was brought home in a
chair, — the furgeon attended him, —
faw him put into bed and fat by him a
confiderable time, but finding him rather
worfe than better, told mrs. Barns, -he
.durft not proceed any further, and that
.they muft have recourfe to a phyfician,
«which was accordingly dene.

This gentleman, who was efteemed the
moft fkilful of his profeflion, hearing mr.
-Goodman frequéntly cry out, ¢ My heart !
—my heart !’ laid his hand.upon his bo-
fom, and found, by the extraordinary
pulfation there, that he had fymptoms
of an.inward convulfion, wrote a pre-

~ {cription, and ordered he fhould be kept
.extremely qux»t

- Towards morning he grew more com-
pofed, and by degrees recovered the ufe
-of his underftanding as perfectly as ever,
but his limbs were 1o much weakened by
that fevere attack the fit had made upon
him, that he could not fit up in his bed
without fupport. — The phyfician, how- .
ever, at his next vifit, had great hopes
of him, — faid his imbecility proceeded
only fram a fever of the nerves, Whl(;lh
. €
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* he doubted not but to abate, and thathe
would be'well in a few days. — How un-
certain, — how little to be depended upon
is art, in fome cafes ! — mr. Goodman
felt that within himfelf, which gave the
lie to all appearances, and fully convinced
that the hand of death had feized upon
his heart, would not defer a moment
putting all his affairs in fuch a pofture,
as fhould leave no room for contention
among the parties concerned, after his
deceafe : — he began with fending for mir.
Thoughtlefs, and configned over to him
the whole fortunes of mr. Francis, and
mifs Betfy, the latter being firft obliged,
as not being yet of age, to chufe him for
her guardian in form. — Havirg thus ac-
quitted himfelf, in the moft honourable
~manner, of the truft repofed in him, for
.the children of his frierd, he confidered
what was beft to be done, in relation to
thofe of his own blood. — By his death,
the intended procefs againft lady Mella-
. _fin would be prevented, and confequently
+“the third .part of his effets would de-
volve on her, as being the widow of a.
citizen ; — he, therefore, having confult-
" ed with his lawyer, if fuch a thing were
pratticable, made a deed of gift to his
_nephew, mr. Edward Goodman, . of all
his money in the bank, ftocks, and other
y public funds. — After this, he m‘adew}:lils
’ . . 9

AR
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will, and the lawyer perceiving he had
left but few legacies, afked him, how the
refidue of what he is. poflefled of. thould
be difpafed ; towhich-he replied, ¢ Great-
¢ ly as I have been weonged by lady
¢ Mellafin, I would not have her ftarve
—1I have been calculating in my mind
to what her dividend may amount, and
believe it will be fufficient to enable
her to live in. that .retired manner,
which beft becomes her age dnd cha-
racter.”. L

a AN & & & A

Mr. Goodman, having thus fettled-aH
his affairs:in this world, began to make
{uch preparations for anothet, as are ne-
ceflary tor the beft of men. —In’ the
mean time, as the- leaf¥ noife was diurb-
ing to him, it Was- judged proper that
mifs Betfy, who could not ‘live without
company, fhould remove.~- No board-
ing-place to -her mind being yet found,

and having done with all hopes of living

with her brother, (as fhe was by this time

informed of the true reafons he had fdr
"her not doing fo,) took: lodgings in Jer-
myn-ftreet, and finding the intereft of
her fortune, through - the.good:manage-
‘ment of he late guardian, would allow

‘upon her... . - : _
i+ Vou. II. M Tie

it, +hired a maid and ' foot-boy to walt :

A
P cnnl i
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The adjeu fhe received from mr. Goe
man was the moft tender andgffectiona
that could be; =~ fhe was very. mu
moved : with it,. and fingerely lament
the'lofs fhe fhould fuftain of fo hon
and worthy a fri:znd; but her natur
{prightlinefs would not fuffer any mela
cholly refledfions to dwell long upon h
mind, and the hurry fhe was in of fcm
ing meflages to all her acquaintance, wi

., @n account of the change of her fituatio
wvery much contributed to diffipate ther
.= This important bufinefs was fcar

over, and fhe well féttled in her ne
habitatian, ‘when one of mr. Goodmar
vfootmen brough a letter from h

*rFrank h- had been juft le
;;or er by the poft. — It contained the
ines ¢

Tp mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESS,

s My dear fifier,
s l HAVE been fpatched from t
brink of the grave, by the fkill
¢ one of the beft phyficians in the worl
¢ and the tcnder, and, I may fay, -mate
¢ nal care of our moﬁ dear, and tu
¢ valuable friend, the excellent ;da
¢ Trufty. — The firft ufe I made of g
§ recovered health, is to give an accou

-
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any accident’ throw him in her' way, the
thould be dble to rekindle all his former
flames, and render him as much her flave
as ever. — With this view fhe never went
abroad without cafting her eyes about, in
fearch.of - him ; — nay fhe fometimes even
condefcended to pafs by the houfe where
he was lodged,  in hopes. of fecing him -
cither going in or out, or from fome one
or. other of the windows ; but chance did

ot befriend her inclinations this way, nor
put it in her power again to :triumph
over-a heart, the fincerity of which Exc
ﬁad, but too ill treated, when devoted to
er. - -

In the mean -time mr. Gecodman, in
fpite of the perplexities his own affairs in-
valged him in, could not help feeling. a-
great concern for thofe of mifs Betfy
— he knew that mr. Trueworth had de-:
fifted his vifits to her, — that the had got
a new lover, who he could not find had
confulted the permiffion of any one but
herfelf, to make his addrefles to her ; —
the late hours fhe kept, feldom coming
home, ’till fome hours after the whale
family, exeept the fervant who fate up
for her, were in bed, gave him alfo much
matter of uneafinefs, and he thought it his
duty to talk ferioufly to her on all thefe

points.e
He
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# you with my compliments to-either.s

° # Farcwell. = I think.I need. not-tell you,
¢ thatI'am,

# With an unfeigned xcgard.
4 My dear fifter,
€ Your very affectionate brother; 1
# And-Kumble férvant,
s F. THOUGHTLESS
I’ S. erRalph and .la.dy‘ Truﬁ:ygrc

both from home atthis time, or [ am i
certain their good wdhes‘ if no mare, ‘

would - have joined mine, that- yoy

may never ceafe to enjoy whatever it |
becomes you to defire. = My dexy
Betfy, adieu.” -

"N wTR A w

Py~ g —

The joy, which this_letter would have
Aﬁ'orded mifs Betfy, had been compleat, |
if not fomewhat abated by the ap rcbcm
fions of ayhat her hrother woplcf
her, when he fhould find' fhe was in ecd
“intirely broke off with mr. Trueworth;
but as the" reader may probably defire to
know in what manner %c palsy’d his time
- after that event, and the motives which -
induced him to ftay in Londen,, . it
gov;'1 highly . proper to, fay fom;m of !

ot

o

N




Mifs BeTsy THOUGHTLESS, 4§
~ CHAP. XXI.

The author is under fome apprebenfionty
will mot be quite pleafing to the
bumour of .every reader.

T is certain that mr. Trueworth, at
the timg of his writing his laft letter
to mifs Betfy, was fully determined to gor
into the country, and was already begin-
ning to make fuch preparations, as he
feund. neceffary for his journey, when an:

ateident of -a .very fingular nature put a

fudsden ftop tothem, .2nd to his intentions.

.;He was -ape - day juft drefled, and gow
ing out, in order-to dine with fome com-~
pany, for ke now chofe to be as little
‘alone as poffible, when one of ltis fervants
delivered a letter to him, which he faid

was brought by a porter, who waited be- ..

low for an -anfwer. — As the fuperfcrip-

tion was in a woman’s hand,. and he was

not accuftemed to receive any. billets from

that fex, he broke it open, “with a kind

;{‘ greedy curiofity,. and found in.it"thefe:
es : .

M 3 To:
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“ To CHarLES TRUEWORTH] E‘ﬁ]‘;-'-"-

‘¢ SIR,

€
<
3
[
[
<
3
3
¢
[

'C
l
'¢

¢

of you does not

lAM a woman of fortune, family,
and an unblemifhed chara@er;—
very young, and moft people allow

not difagrceable : — you have done me |

the greateft injury in the world without
knowing it; bur I take you to be more
a man of honour, than not to be wil-
ling to make what reparation is in fyour
power. — If the §wd opinion I have
ceive me, you will
readily accept this challenge, and not

¢ fail to meet me about eleven o’clock

‘to-morrow in the morning, at General
" Taton’s bench, oppofite Rofathond’s
Pond, in St. ]amcs s Park, — there to
heé.r flich* interrogatories as T fhall think

ybu, and on your fincere

s fir'eo nik
ik “fwzi' t8 whiich, depends the whole fu-
‘e LuI;C pﬂale, if not the life of her, who, |

J ‘at préfent can only fubfcribe herfelf,

¢ In the greateft confufion,

- : ¢Sigr, ‘ .
" ¢ Your unfortunate,

¢ And impatient

P

¢ INcooNITA.

|
|

- Mr.'L
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Mr. Trueworth was a good deal fur«
zeds but had no eccafion to confult
1g with himfelf in what manner it would
come a man of his years to behave in
:h an adventure, and therefore fat dowrs
d immediately wrote an anfwer in thefe
MS2y 5y o
..j;;.w'v_ﬁ':"‘t}gc,'fair INcoGNITA.

¢ Madath;”
THOUGH a challenge from an
unknown antagonift . might be re-
jeCted without any danger of incurring
the imputation of cowardife; and, be-
fides, as the combat to whichI am in-
vited is to be that of words, in which
your fex are generally allowed to ex-

cel, I have not any fort of chante for-

overcoming ;  yet to fhew that I dare
sncounter a fing woman at sny weapon,
and fhall not repine at being foiled,
will not fail to give you the triumph
you defire, and to that end will
wait on you exaltly.at the time and-
place mentioned in yours, —till when
you may reft fatisfied that I am,
¢ With the greateft impatience,
¢ The obliging INcooNITA’S
¢ Moft devoted fervant,

¢ C. TRUEWORTR.”.

M 4 Though
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Though mr. Trueworth had sot anly
heard of, but alfo experienced, when on
his travels abroad, fome adventures of a
parallel nature with this, yet as it neyer
had entesed into his head, that the Fn--
glith ladies took this method of intre-. -

- ducing themfelves to the acquaintance of
thofe they were pleafed to favour, the
chalienge of the incognita, — who ‘fhe
was, — where fhe had feen him, — what
particular adtion of his had merited ber-
good graces, and a thoufand other con--
jectures, all tending to the fame objed,-
very much engroffed his mind. —— Indeed
he was glad to encourage ‘any thoughts; -
which ferved to drive thofe of mifs-Betfy-
thence, whofe idea, in fpite of all his en-:
deavours, and. her fuppofed unwotdlinefs,'\

- would , fometigngs intervene, and poifon
the fweets -@f;his moft jovial moments-
among his friengs.

_ Hlis_curiofity, for it cannot be faid he
was as yet infiigated by a warmer paflion,
rendered him however very careful not to’
fuffer the hour mentioned in the lady’s
letter to efcape ; but though he was at
the_ place fomewhat.before the time, fhe
was the firft, and already waited his;og;

. proach. — As he turned by the corner of .
the pond, he began to reflect, that as fhé-

"4

Lem
LR
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had given him no fignal,- whereby fhe
might be known, he might poflibly mif-
take for his Incognita fome other, whom:
chance might have direted to the bench,:
and was {fomewhat at a lufs how to ac-
coft her, in fuch a manner, as that the
compliment might not make him be

looked ‘upon as rude or mad,” by a--

perfon who had no reafon to expect it from-
him.

But._ the lady, who, it is likely, was:
alfo fenfible fhe had been a little wanting
én this part of the aflignation, foon eafed:
‘him of the fufpence he was in, by rifing
from herfeat, as he drew near, and fa-
luting him with thefe words, — ¢« How
¢ perfectly obligin%,’ faid fhe,-. ¢ is this_
¢ punétuality ? — It almoft figrters me I
¢ fhall have ho -reafon to repefit the ftep
¢ I have taken.’ ==¢ A perfon who is in-
4 jured,” replied mr, Truewotth,” ¢ has
s doubtlefs a right to: complain ; and if I
« have, " thongh never fo unwagily, been
¢ guilty of any wrong,fnnée be too
¢ hafty, nor tpo zealous & the regara-
¢ tion y — be pleafed therefose, madam,’
% to let me know the naturé'of my of-
% fence, and be affured, tHat the withes
< of my whole heart fhall be to' expiate
+ it - "

M 5 In

q
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In concluding thefe words, one of her
gloves being off, he took held of her
hand, and kifs’d it with either a real, or
a feeming warmth. — ¢ Take care what
¢ you-fay,’ cried fhe, ¢ left T exaltmore
. ~¥rom. you, than is in your power to
‘o perform 3 but let us fit down;® purfued
fhe, fuffering him ftill to keepher hand
* ‘in his, ¢ and beginning to fulfil the pro-
~ < miife you have made, by fatisfying me °
¢ in fome few points-L have to afl, with
< the fame fmcerity as you would anfwer
¢ heaven.”— ¢ Be affured I will,” faid he,
‘putting her hand-a fecond time to. his
mouth, ¢ and this fhall be the book on.
¢ which I will {wear to every article.”

¢ Firft then,” demanded.the, < Are you
¢ married, or contrated P’ ~— ¢ Neithen,
¢ by all that’s deag,” faid he. — ¢ Have
¢ youno atfachment,’ refumed fhe, ¢ to
¢ any particular lady, that thould hinder
¢ your engaging with another ?* —¢ Not.
“ any-upon.my honour,’ anfwered.he..

I thould "Before now have acuainted' -
my reader,” that the lady was not only
mafqued, but al® clofe muffled i  her
hood, that mr. Trueworth could difobver
no part even of the fide of heér facs,
which, growing weary of this examinatio bn;
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he took an opportunity to -complain of.
~— ¢ Why this unkind referve, my charm-~
¢ ing Incognita ?* faid he, ¢I have heard
¢ of penitents, who, while confefling
¢ crimes théy were athamed of, kept
¢« their faces hid, but I believe there ne-
¢ ver was a confeffor who concealed him-
< felf, —~permit me to fee to- whom I am
¢ laying oper-my heart, and I fhall do i
¢ with pleafure.” — ¢ That cannot be,’
. _anfwerf:cf fhe, ¢ even for the very reafon
¢ 'you have alledged : — I have fomething,
¢ to confefs to you, would fink me into
¢ the earth with fthame, did you behold
¢ the mouth that utters it. — In fine,
.. I love you, . and after having-told you
'« fo, can you expeét I will reveal myfelf.”
— ¢ Elfe how can I return the bounty as I
¢ ought,” cried he, ¢ or you be affured
"¢ you have not lavithed your favours on an:
- ¢ infenfible or ungrateful heare ?*

" :¢ Fime may do much’, faid fhe ; =< 2a:
- # longer and more free converfation with:
“¢ you may perhaps embolden meto make:
¢ a full difcovery of my face to you,. as:
¢« I have already done of my heart.” —
- Mr, Trueworth, then told her, that. the
‘place they were in would' allow. but very
few freedoms, and added,. that if he were:
‘seally fo happy as fhe flattered’ him he
-was,, {he'muft permit him to wait on her,.
o M 6 ~ where®

. ~

{
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-where he might have an opportunity of
teftifying the fenfe he had of fo unhoped,
and as yet fo unmerited a bleffing. -

¢ Alas!” cried fhey, ¢ I am quite a no-
¢ vice in affignations of this fort, I
¢ have fo entire a dependamce on your
¢ -honour, that I dare meet you any where,
¢ provided you give me your. folemn
¢« promife not to take any meafures for-
¢ Enowing who I am, nor make any at-
¢ tempts to- oblige me to unmafk, till
¢«'I have aflumed courage enough to be-
¢ come vifible of my own free will.* =

. Mr. 'Frueworth readily enough ‘gave
her'the promife fhe exalted' from him,
not at all doubting but he fhould be eafily
able to find mearis to engage Ler confent
for the fatisfattion of his curiofity,. in
thefe points. = ¢ Well then,” faid fhe,
¢ it bc{): s t0 you to namea place proper
¢ for thefe fecret interviews.” . |
-On this, after a little paufe, he an-
fwered, that fince fhe judged it incon-
“venient for him to wait-upon her at homne,
‘or any other place whete fhe-was. known,
‘he would e about . the clofé of dag at &
- "certain coffee-houfe, which he'hamegd to
her, s« ¢ Where,’ continued he, ¢ I wii
. i , © attend

~
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attend your commands, and on your
¢-condefcending to ftop at the door in a
¢ hackney coach, will immediately come
¢ forth, and condutt you to a houfe fe-
¢-cure from all danger of difcovery.” —
* She hefitated not a moment to compl
¢ with his propofal, yetin the fame breat
¢ the did fo, affe€ted to be under fome
¢ fears, ‘which before the had not
¢ made the leaft fhew of; —faid, fhe
. hoped. he would not abufe  the confi,
dence fhe repofed in him, — that he would
take no ‘advantage of the weaknefs. fhe
had fhewn, — that though fhe loved him
with the'moft terider paflion, and could
not have lived 'without ' revedling” it to
him;_yet ber inclindtions were innocent
and’ pare as thofe of a veftal virgin, an
“a great deal more ftuff of the like fort,
which though mr. Truewarth could fcarce
refrain from finiling at, yet' he anfweregd .
with all the feripufncfs imaginable, ~—*1-
'« fhould be urworthy, madam, of the af-
¢ fe€ton you hopour me with,” faid be,
¢ were.1 capable of atting towards you
* in any manner unbecoming of you, er

¢ of myfelf; and you may dependT fhall
< endeavour to regulate my defires, fo as
< to rénder them ?greeable to yours.”

After

., -
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After .fome further difcourfe of - the like
nature, fhe rofe up, -and. took her leave,
infifting at parting, .that he fhould .not
attempt to follow her, or take any .rue-
thod to find out what way fhe went;
which injunétion he punéually obeyed,
not ftirring from the bench, ’till the'was -
quite out of fight. Ce

- This adventure prodigioufly - amufed
him ; — never, in his whole li.fz, had he ¢
"met with any thing he knew fo little how
to judge of.—She had nothing of the
air of a woman of the town, and befides,
he knew it was nat the intereft of thofe,
who made a trade of their favours, to
difpenfe them in the manner fthe feemed
to intend; — nor could he think her a

rfon of the condition and characer her

fcitcr intimated. He could not conceive,.
that any of thofe he¢ was acquainted with, -
would runvfuch lengths for the. gratifica-
tion of their paflion, efpecially for a.man,
‘who had not taken the leaft pains to in-
* fpire it. — Sometimes he imagined it was
a trick put upon him, in order to make
trial how far his vanity would expend in
boafting of it; — it even camé iptp .pis !
head, that mifs Betfygherfelf 'ﬁﬁ@;t%f‘ﬁff
fomebody to perfonate the amorous |
cognita, for no other purpofe thamsto: .
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divert herfelf, and difappoint his high
raifed expe®ation ; but this laft-conje@ure
dwelt not ‘ long upon him:: — he had
heard fhe now entertained another lover,
with whom fhe was very much taken up,
" and, confequently, would not give herfelf
fo much trouble about one, who had en-
tirely quitted her. — In fine, he knew
not what to think, as he could not tell
how to believe he had made fuch an im-
.preflion upon any woman, without know-

ing it; as the.Incognita pretended, he
“was apt to imagine he fhould neither fee
-por:hear any more.of her.— This uncer-
‘tainty, however, employed his .mind the
.whole' day, and he was »o. lefs impatient
for..the - .proof, than. he would have
. been,. if a&tually in love with his invifible

. 'The wifhed-for hour ‘at laft_arrived,,
and he waited not long before he was eafed:
"of ane part of his fufpence, by-being told,.
a lady in a hackney coach enquired far
‘him : — he was extremely plealed to find,.
at leaft, he had not been impofed upon,.
by:a wuick of any of -his. fralickfome
.compapfons, and immediately flew to the
) ifade, where feeing it was indeed
. .his Hgpognita, he jumped dire&ly in, with

:a tighfport, which, doubtlefs, was very
‘agreeable to her. : .
?‘ : _ Though
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Though he had often feard fome gen-
tlemen fpeak of héufes, where two per-
fons of different fexes might at any time
be received, and have' the privilege of
entertaining each other with ll the free-
dom and privacy they could defire, yet as
he had never been accuftomed to intrigues
of this nature, and thought he fhould
have no occafion to' make ufe of fuch
places, he had not "given himfelf the
trouble of afking whete they 'rgtiéht be
found, therefore had now no other re-
fource, thari cither a tavern, or 2 bagnio,
~ the latter of which he looked upen, for
‘more reafons than one, as the moft com-.
modious of the two, fo ordered the coach-
‘man to drive to one in Silver-ftreet ; —
he excufed himfelf at the fame time to .
the Jady, for not having been able to
provide a better afylum for her recep-
tion ; but ﬂ1e"a{1£pcarcd perfectly content,
- told him, fhe had put herfelf under
_his care, — relied upon his honour and
difcretion, — and left all to his dire@ion.

- Being come into the bagnio, they were
fhewed into a handfome large room, wit
‘a bed-chamber within it.— Mt., Ery
worth had his eye on'eyery ' thig
inftant, and finding all was right, ords
a fupper to be prepated, and then']
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the . waiter, he! would difpence with his
attendance, till it was ready. — As foon
as.he found himfeif alone with his Incog-
njta, ¢ Now, my angel,” faid he, em-
bracmg her, ¢ I have an opportunity  to

¢.thank. you :for the affection you have
¢ flattered me with the hopcs of, but at.
¢ the fame time muft complam of the
¢ little proofs You ‘give me of it ; —the’
¢ greateft ftranger to your heart would
¢ be allowed the privilege of a falute,
¢ yet I am denied. the pleafure. of touck-*
¢ ing thofe dear lips, which have de-
¢ ‘nounced m,yhap inefs.” — ¢ Do not're-
' proach me, anfwered fhe, ¢ ‘with' deny-
¢.ing what is pot yet in amy power .to’
¢ grant ; —1I cannot let you dee my facc,
¢:and you have promifed not-te force me.” '
—~ ¢ I"have,’ seplied be ; ¢ but that pro-.
¢ mife binds me -not from indulging my"
¢ impatient withes with- things you have
¢ not ftipulated : — your neck, your
¢ breafts are frcc, and thofe 1 wﬂi be re-
» ¢ venged upon.” — With thefe words he
took fome-liberties with her, which may
better be conceived than'. defcribed ; —-
the but faintly refifted, and, -perhaps,
would have permitted him ta take greater :
thus mafqued, but the difcovery of her
! t he chiefly wanted: < You
aﬁi&aﬁ ! cned he, <.oblige me
. lpsa Tam-

."
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« forbid to.gaze uponiyp~ here:is a dark
¢ recefs,” continued he, Ppointing o the
inner room, ¢ will fave your: blufhes.” —
He then raifed her from the chair,- and
deawing her - gently towdrds the., door,
fung, in a very harmmzous vmee, this
Za . s B O

¢ Away with this idle, this fcmpulous feat
¢ For a kifs in the dark,
¢ Cry’d the amorous fpark,

¢ There is nothmg, no nothing too dear.

Having led her into thc chamber, -and "
feated her on the bed, which happenedto®
be fo difpofed, that no gleam of light
came upon it, from the candles in the .
next room, — ¢ Naw, my charmer,’ faid
he, taking hold -of her mafk, ¢ you-
¢ have no excude for keeping.oa this in-°
¢ viduous cloud.” — ¢ How impoffible is-
¢-it,’ anfwered Ihc letting it fall into his
hand, ¢ to refufe you any t}ung" :

]

- What converfation after this. paﬂéd be-
tween thcm, I fhall leave to the reader’s

imagination, -and .only fay, that thcwncc
of the Incognita being mare difti )
able by the button of her m
removed, mr. Trueworth cou
thinking, lte had heard-
very like thefe with which

I
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dntertaitied, though: where, or from what
rfidwéh whey had proceeded, he was not
able wirecollet. | '

I I A -
' -Dhis ¢onjebture,  however, rendering
‘hitn -rhvore “impatient than ever for- the
difcovery; he omitted nothing in his
power, either by words or ations, - to dif-
. fwade: her: frohn’ re-affuming her vizard,
when they fhould quit that {cene of dark-
nefs. — ¢ How gladly would I comply,”
ctied the, ¢ but that I fear —.> ¢ 'Fear’
¢ what!” cried mr. Trueworth, eagerly’
interrupting her. —¢ I fear to lofeyou,”
replied fhe, fondly embracing him ; —
¢ my face is already but too well known
¢ to you; — you have often feen it, but
~4.feen it without thofe: emotions I endea-
*¢ vour to infpire: — how then can I now
¢ hope it will have the effeét I with !’ —
¢ Unkindly judged,’ faid he, ¢ with what
¢ indifference foever 1 may have regarded
¢ you, the endearing foftnefs, the en-
¢ chanting tranfports you have now
sblefled me with, would give new charms
¢ to every feature, and make me find
¢ perfetions I never faw before. — Come
then,” my goddefs,’ continued he, raif-
¢ fthine with full luftre on me,
me your adorer.’— ¢ Well,’
you are not to be refifted,
venture.” - : :
Thele




1
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~Thefe-wards broughs themto-the chanr-
ber door, and fhewed the Incognita so her
amazed gallant, to be no other than mifs
Flora.— ¢ Mifs Flora Mellain! — Gobd
¢ heavens!” cried he. — ¢ You feem fur-
¢ prifed and fhock’d,’ faid fhe : — © ajas!
¢ my apprchcnﬁons were too juft.’ —
¢ Pardon me, madam,’ anfwered he, ¢ I
_¥ am indeed furprifed, but it is through
< an excefs of joy; ~— ocould I have ever
' ¢ thought, the favours I have received
< were . beftawed by -the amxabk: mxfs
¢ Flﬁra Mellafin 1’ - - .

It is certain, - that h:s aﬁ:omﬁunem ar
firlk was very:greats ‘but :recovering him-
. felf from it in a fhort time, a-thonfasd
peflages in mifs Elora’s former ‘behaviour
towards him pecusred to his remembrance;
and made him wonder at himfelf -for not -
ha\un? fooner found her out, in the per-

—his Incognita. — They pafled their -
time, till the night was pretty far ad-
vanced, in a manner very agreeable to
cach other, nor parted without reciprocal .
aflurance of renewing this tender imter-
courfe the pext day, at the - fame plaom ;
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. CHAP. XX

Gives an account of a farther, and

. more laudable motive, to induce mr.

Trueworth to put qf bis intended
- journey into the country, _

T HOUG.-H-_ it is impoflible for a man
of fenfe to have any real love for a
soman, whom he cannot efteem, yet mr.
Trueworth found epough in the agreeable
perfon and fprightly humour of mifs
Elora,, so diffipate thofe uneafy. reﬂeéhons,
which, -in {pite of him, had lurked in his
mind, on mifs Betfy’s account : — the
amour with this fond girt afforded him a-
Ppleafing amufement for a: time,. and,
without ﬁllmg his heast: with-a new paf-
fion, cleared it .of thofe remains of his
former ones which ke bad, taken fo much
.pams mrexqrpw:» C -
thnever he thought of mifs Betfy,
a8 it was impofiibje a:young Jady, he once
Jhad lgved with fa-much senderngfs, {hould
not fometimes come into his thoughts; it
-was-only with a friendly concern for her
. jmagined fall.—¢ It is1io wonder,” would
he often fay to himfelfy ¢that fo young,

¢ and
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< and lovely a creature, under the tuition
¢.of a'woman of laddehﬁn scharacter,
-¢ and the conftant companion of one of |
¢« mifs Flora's difpoﬁtion, endued. . with
¢ charms to excite the warmeft . wilhes,
¢ and unprovided with fufficient ‘arms fer
¢ her detence, fhould have yielded to the
¢ temptations of an unwarrantable flame.’
—In ﬁne, he pmed her, but:no more, -
Thus- entirely freed from all pre
feflion, and his' heart almoft in the fame
ﬁmahon, as before ‘he never knew: what
it was-to -love, -he was eafily - perfwaded
by:his friends to give over:all thoughts-of
going into the country, and: ftay tapar-
take; in 2 moderate way, :thofe-: ures
of the town, which tie many uneafy mo-
ments he had fuftdined, - during; his tourt-
~fhip with mifs ‘Bet{y, - ‘had kept hll'!.\- hi-
thcrto from havmg any relifhfor. - -
But tlus frate of \mdxﬁ‘eretm laﬂacdx not
long, — an objeét prefented itlelf to him,
infpiring him with a paffion, = which had
fo much of reafon for-its guide, as made
him think it rather Mis glory, - thas. his
misfortune, to bea. fecond ume aﬂwd
Among all the fnends and uoguu
“tarice he had-in town, thereswas nbenil
more valued and cﬁee(nod, than (}fw
oveit.:

P

B o ey
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Loveit: — they had been for fome time
‘infeparable- companiens ; but- aceidents,
either on the one fide or the other, hav-
ing hindered their meeting for feveral
days, mr. Trueworth went one morming
“te vifit him at his houfe : —he found
“him at home, but the hall fo incumbered
with trunks and boxes, that there was
fcarce a paflage to the parlour door. —
¢ Welcome, my dear friend,’ faid fir Ba-
- zily 'who, having feen him from.a win-
"dow, run down ftairs to receive him;
-# you find me in a ftrange diforder here,
¢ but I have got a couple of women .out
¢ of the country, and that fex, I think,
¢ like a general officer, ‘can never move
¢ without a:waggon load of trumpery at
¢ their.tail® = < What, married{’: cried
-gnr. Trueworth. — ¢. No faithy’ faid the
‘other, ¢ but-the arrival of twe fifters laft
-¢ night from. Staffordfhire,. gives me a
-¢ fort of fpecimen of the hurry I am to -
* expett when:Ibecome z hufband?’ i -

¢ The hurry,’ faid mr. Trueworth, -

- € you feem to complain’ of, muft needs
¢ ga#csy agreeable one; and I heartily
% .congtatulate you 'upon it.~+ A fingle
¢ man, like you, makes bm;l ; l:;c;yﬁ foli-
e figure, in a great wi 'y —
L8 ?h:yfe ﬁics will £ll the. vacuum, and
¢ give ‘a double life to “your family.” —

. . € Nay’)
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¢ Nay,” refumed fir Bazily ¢ I fhalt nét
¢ have them long with me, — they hate

¢ London, and never come but oncein

< two years, to buy cloaths, ajd: fee
< fathions ; — hefides one of them is
¢ married, and the other fo fond of her
¢ fifter, that I believe the would not quit
¢ her to be a dutchefs. — Indeed it is not
¢ much to be wondered at, our meother
¢ dying when fhe, was very young, Har-
¢ riot, for fo. fhe is called, was brought
¢ up under her fifter; who is eight years
¢ older than herfelf, and they never have
¢ been afuinder two days in their lives.’

Mr. Trueworth then expatiated on the
-gmieblenefs of fuch an harmony between
perfons of the fame-blood-; te which fir
Bazil replied, that it was more than- or-
_dinarily fortunate for his fifters; -— ¢ for,’

faid:he, ¢ the-elder of them being mar-

¢ ried jult before my mother’s death, my

- ¢ father committed: ta-her. the-care of the

¢ younger, as the was reckoned a woman
¢ of greater prudence than might be ex-
¢ pected from her years.~— My brother
¢ Wellair, for that is the name of the
¢ gentleman fhe marnied, though a wvery
.¢.good hufband in the main, is .a.great

¢ {portiman, takes: rather too much-de=,
¢ light in' his hawks and -hounds, agd
¢ gives his- wife but little of his. comperdy
. , ¢incil

siin wtrd
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.in the day, fo that if it were not for .
Harriot fhe would pafs her time un-
comfortably enough: — In fine," the
.younger, . is improved by the leflons of
“the Ielﬁiﬁr, and the elder diverted by the
¢ fpnghtlmcfs and good humour of- the

¢ younger.’

aan.ni\_

. Sir Bazil, who had an extreme regard
for. his ifters, could not forbear enter-
taining mr, Trueworth on this fubject all
the time he was there, and at parting
told him, he would not afk him to ftay
dinner that day, becaufe he fuppofed they
would be very bufy in unpacking their
things, and fetting themfelves in order,
but, qngaqu him to. come on the follow-

ing. .,

‘M. Trueworth thought no farther on
what had paffed, than to remember his
promife, ‘which he- accordingly fulfilled.
"~ Sir Bagil reqclved him, with open arms,
.and con u&cd h1m mto the din'm’g;—room,
'w'hcre the two. ladies ‘ were ﬁttmg —_
they Were, both, 3ery handfome ; — the

’fd'e,r was extremely graceful, and, ‘at firft

glai)g:e, tPpearcd to be,the moft. {’tnkmg
beauty of the two ; but on 3 fecond,. the
younger hid the. advantage — fhe was
.Qot.altogether fo tall as her fifter, nor
Y i N had
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had a fkin of that dazzling whitene
but her thape was exquifite, — her col __
plexion clear, — her eyes fparkling, —_
all her featutes perfectly ‘vegular, and ac
companied with a' fweetnefs, ‘which Ha
in it fornewhat ifrefiftably atera&ive.

... After the firft compliments were over, .
neither of them loft, by “their manner of-
converfation, any paft of that admiration
which their eyes 'had gained. — Mts. f
Wellair talked pretty much, {et o agree-
ably, that no bodg' could ‘be tired of
hearing her : — mifs Harriot' figpke much
lefs, but all the faid difcovered a delicacy
of fentiment, and a N]}nd ment far above
. her years. — Sir Bazil'had a Targe eftate,

he lived up to the height of it, had a very
elegant tafte, and im, complaifance to his -
fifters, as well as to™his friend, who had
never dined with him before Ginte he fet
up houfekeeping, had taken e&dre that

‘day to omit nothing. in “his biN -of ‘fafe,
that could excite, or gratify, ‘the moit
luxurious appetite 3 yet it ‘was “the wit,
fpirit, and good humour of the eom-
'pany, efpecially of mifs Haitrict, "which,

to mr. Trueworth, made the moft ¥gree-

.ablé part of the entertaipment.
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‘When- the defert was over, and the
. healths of abfent friends toafted in To-
kay and Frontiniac, they all adjourned
" into the drawing-room, where coffee and
tea were foon after brought in ; — mrs.
Wellair having been advifed by her phy-
ficians to refrain the ufe of any of thefe
liquors, on accoupt of fome difgrder fhe
had complained of, teok this epportu-
nity of defiring leave to retire, in order
to acquaint her hufband, it being poft-.
night, with her fafe arrival in town.

Agreeable as her converfation wasy
.m?. Trueworth found no mifs of her; as
‘the lovely Harriot was left behind: —
.on the contrary, he was rather rejoiced,
,in the hope fhe would now give her
tongue a greater latitude than fhe had
.done insthe - prefence of one, whom he
-eafily perceived, fhe looked upon as her
fuperier in underftanding, as well as
-years'; .and to provoke her to it, -art-
tully inttoduqeﬁome difcourfe on the .
;pleafures of the town, and faid to fir-
*sBazil, 4t feemed to him-a kind of mi-
racle, that/fo young and beautifyl.a-lady,
as mifs Harriot, could content herfelf
with the obfcurity of a country life, —
¢ Few of her age, -indeed,’ replied fir
° . N2 Bazil,
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Bazil, ¢ would choofe to live in the
* manner fhe does, but though I thould,
4 -perhaps, net be of the fame way of
< thinking, if I werg a woman, and in her

s place, yet I cannot but fay, my reafon
- % approves of her conduct in this point.

¢ London,” faid fhe; ¢ is a very mag-
* hificent, opulent city, and thofe who
< have their lot caft to live in it, may,
¢ doubtlefs, find - fufficient .to content
them ; but as for thofe amufements,
¢ which you-gentlemen call the pleafures
¢ of the town, and which fo many people
# take every winter fuch long journics
¢ merely to enjoy, I.can fee nothing’in
<
X3
€

)

-¢-them, which a- reafonable perfon may
not very well difpenfe with the want
of? . -0 i

v . . ., e, .

*-+ ¢ What -think-you of the court, ma-

¢ dam?’ cried mr. Trueworth, ¢ As

of “a place I would always choofe to
avoid, replied -fhe;— I heartily pity
the fatigue of thofe, who are obliged

“ to attend, and am teémpted to:Jaugh -at

the ftupidity of thofe, whe ufidertake.

it without neceflity. — I am ahazed to

" think how any one -of: common fenfe

-can be at fo great an expence for rich

cloaths; to go to a place -where:fhe

- Lo ) s K

TR N A NN A A AN

s
PR e aps B



B R R

Mifs BETsy THOUGHTLESs. 269

‘muft fuffer as great pain in fhewing

them. — Blefs me! to ftand for two or
three hours together, mute as a fith,—
upright as an arrow, and when the fcene
is over, walk backward- like a crab,
curtfying at every ftep, though their
legs are fo tired, they are fcarce able to
o through the ceremony.’

¢ A mafquerade then,” .refumed mr;

Trueworth, willing to try her farther,

[

<

[
€

what fay you madam to a mafqueraie ?
I hope you will allow no freedom of
behaviour -is wanting there.” — < I
thould like a 'mafquerade extremely,’

anfwered fhe, ¢ if condufed’in the fame

<

"~ A A NN A A

manner I.have been told they are in
Italy, and. fome other places, where
only perfons of condition are admitted,
and none prefumes to fay that under a

‘vizard, which he either would, or ought

to be athamed of, when it is pluck’d
off ;— but the venal ones you have
here, are my utter deteftation ; — they
feem to me to licence, under a thew of
innocent diverfion, not only folly, but
all kind of prophanenefs, and indes’
cency.’ : ' ,

< It muft be owhed, madam,’ faid mr.

Trueworth, ¢ that your fentiments on

N3 ¢ both
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¢ both thefe fubje&s are extremely jaf
¢ but you can- have no fuch objectiony
¢ againft a play, or opera.’ — ¢ No, fir, ~
"anfwered fhe, ¢ I look upon a good play

¢ as one of the moft improving, as well

¢ as agreeable entertainments, a thinking

¢ mind can take: — and as for an opera,’
— ¢ Aye fifter,’ cried fir Bazil, interrupt-
ing her, ¢.the opera, — take care what

¢ you fay of the opéra; — my friend
¢ here is a paflionate lover of mulfick,

¢ and if you utter one fyllable againit his

¢ favourite fcience, you will certainly pafs

¢ in his opinion for a fteic.’ — ¢ I fhould

¢ deferve it,” faid fhe, ¢ and be in reality

¢ as infenfible as that fect of philofophers

¢ affe@ to be, if I were not capable of
¢ being touched by the charms of har-
- ¢ mony.’

"¢ Then, madam,’ faid mr: Trueworth;
- ¢ there are two of the pleafures of Lon-
¢ don, which are fo happy to receive .
¢ you approbation.” -—— ¢ Not only my ap-
¢ probatien,” replied fhe, ¢ but my ap-
¢ plaufe. —1I am, indeed, a very great
, * admirer of both, yet can find ways to
¢ make myfelf eafy, without being pre-
¢ fent at either, and, at the diftance of a
¢ hundred miles, enjoy in theory all the
. ‘ ¢ fatis:
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fatisfaction the reprefentation could af-
ford.” ' C

.¢ This is fomewhat extraordinary,.- in-
deed madam,’ cried mr. Trueworth’
be fo good as to let us know by what

method.” — It is this, fir,” anfwered fhe; ‘

— as for the plays, —1 have a very
good collettion of the old ones by me,

« and have all the new ones fent down to

me as they come out ; — when I was
laft in L.ondon, I was feveral times at

the theatre, — I obferved how the a&tors
- and a&refles varied their voices and gef-

tures, according to the different cha-
racters they apfc'arcd in on the ftag2;—
and thus, whilft I am reading any play,
am enabled to judge pretty near how it
fhews in reprefentation. — I have, in-
deed, fomewhat more difficulty in bring-
ing the opera home to me, yet I am fo
happy, as to be able to procure a fha-
dow of it at leaft; — we have two or
three gentlemen in the neighbourhood,
who play to great perfection on the

¢ violin, and feveral ladies, who have
“very pretty voices, and fome fkill in

mufic ; — my fifter touches the bafs-
viol finely, and I play a l;tﬁle on the.
harpfichord ; — we’ have our parts
in {core before us, which we execute .

N 4 ¢ to
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¢ to the beft of our power : — it ferves

¢« however, to divert ourfelves, and thof

¢ friends who think u worth their whille ;

¢ to come to hcar us.’

Mr. Trueworth cried out, in a kind
of rapture, as foon as fhe had done fpeak-
m — ¢ Who would not think himfelf -

appy to be one of the audience at fuch [
¢ a performance ?” — He was going on,
but mrs. Wellair returned, on which he
dire¢ted the compliments he was about !
to make mifs Harriot, equally to the
other ; — which the returned with a great
deal of politenefs. — The converfation
afterwards turned on different fubjedts,
and was very entertaining ; — fome other
comFany coming in, mr. Trueworth
-would have taken leave, but- fir Bazil
would not. pcrxmt him, — heé ﬁaYed the ﬂ
whole evening, and when he ‘went home,
carried with him fuch an idea of the
lovely Harriot’s perfections, "that {carce
any confideration would have been power-
ful enough to have made him quit the
town, while the continued in n: o,

Y Y
qﬁ "‘

~ CHAP.



Mj} BETSY THOUGHTLESS. 273
mmmm

CHAP XXIII

Returm fo mifs Bet[y's adfuerzfures, Tom
" awbich the two_former were but a di-
“greffion, though a very neceffary one,

. as-will bereﬂfter appear-..

lF mifs Betfy had been made acqu;nntefl
, with -the manner in> Wthh mr. True-
worth: pafs’d his time, and the induce-
ments he had to ftay in London, doubt-
lefs her vanity- would have, been highly
piqued ; byt fhe had not as yet this. fub-
Je€t for mortification j.. on the contrarys,
fhe rather -imagined he lingered here on
ker account; — that he repented him of
the Jetter he had; fent her, though his
fpirit was too great to acknowledge it
dire¢tly, and waited the amval of her
brother Frank, in hopes of cngagmo him.
to make his pcace. .

VVJth thefe fuggc&xons did Ihe pleafc
herfelf, whenever he came into her mind 4
but indeed fhe--had -but little room for
meditation on his account ; — not only
mr.. Mundcn plied her clofe with prefents,.

N 35 ‘e treats
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'— treats, — fine fpeeches, and all vy,
tokens of impatient love, but fhe K/
alfo another conqueft of a more late, as
confequently to a young lady of her hu-

. mour, a more pleafing 2ra.

She had been one day at her mantw-
maker’s, to confult on fome matters re-
lating to her drefs, and was a little fur-
prifed to fee the woman come the next
morning, before fhe was out of bed, to
‘her lodgings. — ¢ Heyday, mrs. Mode-
* ly,’ cried fhe, ¢ what brings you here
¢ thus early ? — * Indeed, madam,’ an-
< fwered fhe, ¢ I could not well come
4 out ; — I have cight or nine gownsin
¢ the houfe now, which fheuld all have
4 been finithed, and fént home to-day;
/¢ — the ladies will tear me to pieces about
4 them, but I left all my bufinefs, and
 -run away to acquaint ‘you with a thing
¢ you little dream of. — Ah! mifs Betfy,
* fuch 'a fine gentleman ! — fuch a vaft
s -eftate! — but *tis no wonder,” continued
fhe, ¢ you are fo pretty, that you make
¢ all'the men die for you.” — ¢ Whatis _
¢ it youare talking on?* cried mifs Betfy,
¢ prithee dear Modely explain.’—¢ Lord !’
replied the other,” < I am fo tranfported, .
¢ that I know not how to containgsy-
¢ felf ; —but I will tell you,—you"weze

-
3
.
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yefterday at my houfe, — fir Frederick
Fineer, who lodges in my Bt foor, —
the fweeteft and moft generous: gentle-

¢ _man that ¢ver lived, to be fure ; —but
that is nothing to the purpofe, — he
¢ {aw you from hjs dining-room window,

‘
<
€
<
< when you came out of yoyr chair, —
€

<€
(4
<
[

‘.
3

¢ and, would you believe it, was fo
ftruck, that hg 1mmed;atc;ly fell down
in a fwoon : — you were but juft gone,
-when: his . valet de chambre, for - he
keeps three feyvants, two in livery, and
one oyt, game down to me, and etched
¢ me to his maﬁer‘ = ¢ Oh! mrs. Mode-
¢ ly,” faid he to me, © what angel have
‘ you got below ? — Tell me who fhe.
< 35 ? — If {he is pet already married, I
¢ wxll give my whole eftate to obtain
A hcr — I afk net what her fortune is,

—if T could once .call that divine
¢ creature my wife, the fhould commanol
« all I am worth.”

s Indecd, madam,’ continyed ‘Ihe, < I
_ ¢ was fo much amazed, that I had not -
< the. power of fpeaking; and he, I fup-

ofe, ‘aterpreting my filence as a re-

?fal of anfwering his demands, fell
¢ into. fucly diftractions, — fuch ravmgs, .
¢_as frighted me almoft out of .my wits,
¢ and at laft, to c&net him, I told him,
6. ¢ —1

€
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¢ —1I hope you will forgive me, — your
- ¢ name, and where you lived, and that
¢ you were not married : — on this he
¢ feemed pretty eafy, and I left him; —
¢ but about two hours after, he fent for
¢ me again, — defired I would go dire@t- '
¢ ly to you, — make you a declarationof
¢ love in his name, and beg you to give
< hnm leave to v1ﬁt you in pcrfon

e Blefs me * cried mrfs Betfy,” ¢ can
¢ the man neither fpeak, nor write for
¢ himfelf ?* — < I told him, madam,
refumed mrs. Modely, ¢ that it would
< not-be well taken from me ; — Buf he
¢ was quite mad, ‘would liften to no
$ reafon, ’tll I bethought myfelf of a
* ftratagem, which; I fancy, you will not
¢ difapprove: — T made him belicve,
¢ that there was no need of my going
# to you, —that you were-to call upon
¢ me about a gown this- afterneon; —
¢ that I would perfuade you to ftay and
* drink tea, and he might eome into ‘the
¢ room, as if by chanee, and entertain
« you with what difcourfe he thought
¢ proper. ~ Now I would. fain have yoir
‘come,” purfued the; ¢ for if you do
but like his perfon, fuch an offer i ist not
.« to be re_]c&ed.’ SRR

® e n

.o
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¢ I do not regard the oﬂer, fald mifs
Betfy ; ¢ butI do not know but I may
< come juft to divert myfelf a little.” —
¢ That’'s"a dear good lady,” cried the
¢ other. — About ﬁve, I believe,' will
¢ be a proper time.’—¢ Aye thereabout,”
rephed mifs Betfy ; ¢ but, dear Modcly,
¢ don’t lét him know you have fpoke a
¢ word to me concerning him.”-— ¢ No,
¢ —no,” faid the, ¢ 1 fhall not tell lnm
¢ I have feen-you.” = °

‘During the wiole time this woman
ftayed, which was, indeed, ‘much longer
than might have been’ expected, from a
perfon of that extraordinary bufinefs fthe

retended, nothing was talked on but fir
rcdenck Fineer 3 — fhe told mifs Betfy,
- that to her certain knowledge, he was.
of one of the beft families in Cornwall
that he had “a great eftate in pofTeﬁion,
and another. in reverfion, and, befides,
‘was the next of kin to a.coronets; that
he kept company with nothing but lozds
and dukes; and that they were always,
courtmg hlS company.. * - :

‘Though mifs Betfy- aﬁ'c&cd to treat aH
the fald with indifference, yet fhe had'

- guzcn an’ attcnnvc ear to. it, and after the
was:
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was gone, began to rumage over all lm—l
ornamepts, — tryed one, and then ano-
ther, to fee which would become her
beft, in’ order to fecure a victory, which
fhe imagined would afford fo much tri-
umph. — ¢ Whether I marry him or npt,
faid the to herfelf, ¢ the addrefles of a
¢ man of his rank will make me of fome
¢ confideration in the world ; +— and i
< ever I dg became a wife, I fhould like
* to be a woman of quality ; — they may
¢ fay what they will, but a title has pro-
¢ digious charms in it ; — the name of
¢ Fineer alfo becames it ; — lady Fipeer’s
¢ fervants there! — lady .Fineer’s coach
¢ to the door, would found vaftly agree-
¢ able at the play or opera.’ o
She alfo pleafed herfelf with the thought,
that being courted by a perfon of ﬁrul&- re-
derick’s quality, and eftate, wguld .im-
mediately put to filence all the reproaches
and remonftrances fhe might otherwife -
have expected to be perfecuted with, by
- her brother Frank, on mr. Trueworth’s
account ; — and this imagination wgs, of
itfelf, fufficient to give her ap infinite fa-
tisfaion : — in fine, fhe found fo much
in this new effe® of her charms, to ele-
vate and delight both her, vanity and con-
venience, that fhe longed with as much
, impatienct
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impatience for 3 fight of her admirer, as
mrs. Modely had told her he was under,
for a fecond interview wigh her.

Some part of the tedious moment$ were,
however, taken up, in a manner the was’
far from expecting : — fhe was fcarce rifen
from her toilette, when word was brought-
her, that a young lady, who called her-
felf mifs- Flora -Mellafin, was come to
wait upen her, As fhe had never feen
her fince her being driven from mr.
Goodman’s, the vifit a little furprifed
her, and .fhe would have been glad, if
sommon civility had difpenfed with her
receiving it ; for though the pity thethen
had felt for her misfortunes, had greatly
effaced the memory of the injurious treat-
ment the bad met with from her, yet fhe
never defired to -continue any correfpon- -
dence with her, after they were once part-
ed : befides, as fhe had no reafon to look
upon her coming as any proof of her
friendthip or good-will, but rather with
a defign of doing her fome private pre-
judice, fhe refolved to behave entirely re-
ferved towards her. ,

- Her conjeCtures were not groundlefs :
-~ — that complication of every worft paf-

. fion that can £ill the human heart, ‘could
, : pot
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not be perfe@tly fatisfied, even amidft
the moft unbounded gratification of* her
amorous defires, with the man that had
- excited them : — the ‘dread of lofing him
embittered all-the tranfports of poﬂieﬁion
fhe very well knew he had broke off with
_ mifs Betfy,  and- doubted -not but that

event had happenéd through the artifice
fhe had put'in pratice; yet as there was
a poffibility, that the adventure of Den-
ham fhould be unravelled, and the inno-
cency of mifs Betfy Cleared up, fhetrem-
bled left fuch an ecclaircifement.:fhould
renew all his former tendernefs for that
onceé fo much loved rival, iand herfelf be
reduced to all thé horrors of: defpair and
fhame. — It was, therefore, -to. foundithe
inclination of mifs Betfy, that" alone
brought her thither, in-the wicked hope,
that if -there was the leaft probability of
a reconciliation between them, fbe might -
find" fome opportunity of traverfing - ali
_ the fteps that might be taken by eithér
party for that purpofc o

But mifs B’etﬁf ~was. too fuch. uponhct
ouard to give her any roomi to :difcover
What hcr fentiments were in that point :
— the received her very coolly, and even:
on her firft-eatrance told her, that fhe

was obliged to gerout that-evening; but
the:
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the other taking no notice of the little
pleafure mifs Betfy exprefled on feeing
her, told her, fhe came out of fncnd—
thip to vifit her ; — that fhe had been
told mr. Trueworth and fhe were entirely
parted ; — that if fhe had fo great an
:zﬁ‘e&xon for hma, as the world had been
pleafid to fayy the muft certainly ftand
in-need of all the confolation could be
“given her: — ¢ but, T hope, my dear,’
faid.the, ¢ you have too much good fenfe,
£, not to defpife him' now. Nothmg is
f" dre common ‘than that men thould be
i fal ,_—Remember what the poet fays:

_trgratltude s thc fin, whxch firft or
‘ 7%’ Jaft, -

& Tafnts the whole fex the catching
et court-difcafe .
f:ﬁ;‘hﬁs Betfy was fo provoked at being
~€atkeed to in"this manner, that fhe repli-
’éﬁ “That there was neither falthood nor

ratitude in. the cafe s y—if mr. True-

Drth had defifted his V1ﬁts, ‘it was only

wcqufe he was convinced fhe defired _nat
t'he -contintance of them.

,__'.'t.:--”sz poflible thefe words were more
--;_ga,ihng to the jealous heart of mifs Flora,

-._'than any thing fhe could have fzid,
thouvh
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though fthe fpoke them with no other in-
tent, than to clear herfelf of the imputa.
tion of having been forfaken ; — a thing
fhe looked upon as the worft blemith
that could be caft upon her reputation.
— Mifs Flera finding no more was to be
got out of her, took heg leave for this
time, refolving, howe&_' in her own
mind, to keep up an acquaintance with
~ her ; thar feeming, to her, the moft like-
ly way, both to fatisfy her curjofity, and
prevent any effort of -what the extrava-
ﬁ:nngc of her paffion made her appre:

Mifs Betfy did ot give herfelf much
trouble in reflefting on what mjfs Flora
had faid, but 3s foon as ker watch re-
minded her of the appointed hour, fhe
bid her footman fly and get a chair: — on
her coming to the houfe, mrs. Modely
herfelf opened the door at. the firft rap,
.and defired her to walk in.~—¢ No,-—
¢ no,’ faid mifs Betfy, ftill fitting in:the.
chair, ¢ I cannot ftay, —I only calledto
¢ tell you, that I will have the filver
"¢ robings put upon the green night-gown,
¢ and will buy "a new trimming for the’
¢ pink.” — < I fhall be fure to obey your
“ orders, madam,’ . replied the other;
* but I muft intreat you will do me the
' o7 +<“honbur
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¢ honour to come in, and drink a difh of
¢ tea, — the kettle boils, and I have juft
¢ now had a prefent of a canifter of fome
¢ of the fineft hyfon in the world.” —<1]
¢ muft leave you then as foon as I have

tafted it,” faid mifs Betfy, coming out .
of the chair or I have twenty vifits
¢ to make t ening.’ '

L]

She had not been three minutes in the
parlour, when the perfon, for whom all
this"ceremony was affected, entered the
room in fomewhat of ap abrupt manner,
— ¢ I come, mrs. Modely, to complain,’
faid he; — ¢ my fervants tell me.’ —
With thefe words he ftopped fhort, and
fixed his eyes full an migpﬁgtfy, with 2
kind of aftonithment, — D;Ir&. Modely

retending to be in a great fright, cried,
? For h::la%cn’s_ fake, g’e F redc%i&k\, whag
¢ is the matter ? —1I hope nothing in my
¢ houfe has given your honour any caufe
¢ of complaint ?* — ¢ No, no, ’tis over
now,’ cried he, ¢ your houfe is hecome
a temple, and this is the dividity thas
honours it with her prefence ; — this
Gracian Venus.” — Mifs Betfy was too
much accuftomed to compa.n}kl to be
eafily abathed, and apfwered brifkly, < if
¢ you mean the compliment to me, {ir, the
¢ Grzcian Venus’s are all painted fag

- - 6 an
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¢ and I have no refemblance of that per:
¢ fetion.” — ¢ Only in your face, ma-
¢ dam,” returned he; — fuch {parkling
¢ eyes, — fuch a complexion, — fuch a
¢ mouth ; — in your fhape you are a He:
¢ len of Troy.” —¢ That Helen of Troy,’
faid mifs Betfy, with nical fmile,
¢ I think was a Greci incefs, and
* muft alfo. be fat, or fhe would not
¢ have been reputed a beauty- there.’

The baronet findinge by this, he had
been guilty of an abfurdity, when he in-
tended. a fine fpeech, thought to falve
up the matter by faying, -¢ Sure you.are
¢ Diana then.” — ¢ Worfe and worfe,’
cried mifs Betfy y — ¢ I befeech you, fir,
¢ compare me to no fuch boifterous
« %oddefs, that runs up and down, bare
¢ footed and bare leg’d, hunting wild
¢ boars in the foreft ! — ¢ What fhall 1
¢ call you then,’ refumed he? — ¢ O!
¢ tell me by what name you will be wor-
¢ fhipped ?” — ¢ The ladies name, fir
¢ Freéderick,” cried mrs. Modely haftily,
< is mifs Betfy Thoughtlefs.” — ¢ Betfy,’
faid he ? ¢ then Betfy let it be. — Betfy
¢ fhall hengeforth become more famous
¢ than Cytherea was of old.

- He
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He was going on with this fulfome
‘ftuff, in which he was often expofed by
the ready wit of mifs Betfy, when a maid
belonging to the. houfe came in, apd
told her, that' a'gentleman in a hackne
coach ‘was -at. the door, and defired to
{peak with: ¢ With me I’ — cried
dhe; not ablew® .gucfs who fhould have
fotlowed her there, ¢ pray call my foot-
¢ man, and bid him afk thé. perfon s
¢ name that enquires for me.” — The
-maid did as .fhe ‘was ordered, ,and mifs
‘Betfy’s fervant prefently. after brought-her
-this intelligence, — ¢ Mr. Munden, ma-
¢ dam,” faid he, ¢ not finding you at
. ¢ home, has. taken the liberty to call on
¢ you .here, in order to cenduct you
¢ where you arg to pafs the evening.” —
¢« He muft be a happy man, indeed,
.« dare take fuch liberties,” ‘cried fir Fre- -
derick, fomewhat fiercely.+—¢ Many take
¢ more than they-are allowed to do;’
faid mifs Betfy. — ¢ Go,’ -continued fhe,
¢ to:the fellow, and tell him, my mind
¢ is changed, — that - I canpnot leave thc
¢ company I am with, and will- not go.’
~— Mr. Munden havmg received this mef-
fage, ordered the coachman to- drive
away, very much diffatisfied, as the reader
_may cai'}y {uppofe : - '

" Mifs
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Mifs Betfy, the day before, had agreed
to pafs this evening with the ladies at
St. James’s, and fome others, to play at
commerce, a game then very much in
vogue; — mr. Munden was to be one of
the company, and calli mifs Betfy’s
lodgings, in hopes of h fome time
-with her before this meeting, the.maid,
awho had not lived long enough with her
miftrefs to know her humour, prefently
-told him, fhe was only gone to. her man-
tua-maker’s, and gave him diretions to
‘the houfe ; he alfo -thinking it no .inde-
-corum to call on her at the houfe of a
woman of that profeflion, had reafon
enough to be mortified at the rebuff he
‘met with for fo doing. ,

_ As to mifsBetfy, though fhe wasa
slittle angry at .the freedom mr. Munden
“had taken, yet fhe was in reality much
«more ‘pleafed ; —and this for two reafons :
-— firft, becaufe fhe faw it gave her new
slgver foeme jealous - apprehenfions ; and,
fecondly, - becanfe -it furnithed her iwith-a

- plaufible pretence for complying with-his

-entreaties to :ftay, which :the protefled,

" fhe would not on any terms have been

prevailed upon to do, ‘but 16 :prevent
either him, or mrs, Modely, from fuf-
pecting
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- peéting fhe would go where mr. Munden
had defired.

Mrs.Modely went out of the room feve-
ral times, -as if called away by fome houf-
hold affairs, that fir Frederick might have
an opportuni®§i¥f declaring his paffion to
mifs Betfy, which he did in much the
{ame rodomontade ftrain, with which he
had at firft accofted her.— A handfome
fupper was ferved in, after which, fhe
‘being about to take her leave, he af-
fcéted to be in a great fret, that a fine
new chariot, which, he faid, he had be-
fpoke, was not come home, that he might
have.feen her fafe to her lodgings, with

_an equipage fuitable to her merit, and
the admiration he had of"it : — he would
needs, ‘however, attend her in another
chair ; which piece of gallantry, after a
few faint refufals, the accepted.

END of the SEconD VOLUME. -
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